READERS' LETTERS ■■ ■ ■■■■■— 

BLACKS IN U.S. ARMY 




/«i the Editor of The Jeruxalem Post 

Sir. — 1 cannot refrain from ex- 
pressing my outrage over the 
damaging and uncalled-for remarks 
of Mr. Dayan regarding, black U.S. 
Army personnel. For over four 
years. I served as an officer in the 
U.S. Army with all black troops and 
cun assure you that the black soldier 
cun und does serve with com- 
petency. bravery and even distinc- 
tion. To cite an example: the 
famous World War II “Red Bull Ex- 
press" was manned mainly by black 
personnel. 

But the muin import of this inci- 
dent is that Mr. Dayan's fatuous 


comments come at u lime when (I 
am sure he well knows) the U.S. 
black-white situation is seething. 
blnck-Jewish relations are at their 
most delicate in years and U.S. 
legislative support for Israel was just 
badly eroded at the November 4 
elections. 

Mr. Dayan may indeed have the 
•'right" to "say what I think," but 
not at the direct expense of millions 
of American Jews v/j-d-vw their 
black countrymen, or millions of 
Israelis m-a-\is their U.S. friends 
and supporters. 

LOUIS POLLACK 

Jerusalem. 


COMMUNITY LEADERS AND STATUS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — The standing or the United 
States in lIic eyes of the world and 
in its own eyes is not on n very high 
level, notwithstanding hopes raised 
by their recent change in 
leadership. Similarly, the American 
Jewish community has given the 
impression it also needs new 
leaders. Wolf Hlil/cr's article 
'•Jostling for Reason's ear** 
(November 13), typifies the lack of 
purpose and direction visible in the 
current American Jewish 
leadership, and thus is a poor reflec- 
tion on the people they represent. 

The article reinforces the view 


that American Jewish ‘'Leaders" 
are not so much interested in the 
best ways to support Israel and the 
welfare of Jews in the U.S., as in 
their own status. 

As the largest Jewish community 
in the world, it is now time 
American Jewish Leaders unite to 
influence the Reagan Administra- 
tion. Just as Australia looks to the 
U.S. for guidance, so the Jewish 
community here would also like to 
be able to look up to American 
Jewry. 

JAMIE SMITH 

Sydney, Australia. 


BEYOND APPEARANCES 


To the Editor oj The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — The new uutopsy bill has 
now been approved: it is an act 
which is likely to bring much suf- 
fering to many people. However, 
the next government cun hopefully 
change the law and alleviate the suf- 
fering. 

But who will undo the harm 
caused by the hilhtl haShetn — the 
besmirching of God’s glory that 
many so-called religious people per- 
petrate? 

1 am grateful to The Post for 
having published Rabbi 
Rabinowitz’s article of December 1 
in which he pointed out halachic 
fallacies in the new law. It is impor- 
tant to recall that the leaders of 
religious kibbutzim also pleaded 
with NRP leaders on halachic 
grounds to vote against the bill. 

Unfortunately, these protests 


were ignored by the so-called 
religious lenders and forgotten by 
most of the non-observant Jews 
whose perceptions of God and Tore 
are largely shaped by the behaviour 
of those who proclaim themselves 
to be religious. 

One cannot proclaim oneself to 
be religious — one has to earn that 
adjective. 

It is Hanukka — a time for 
redediealion. Those of us who feel 
that our relationship to the Holy 
One and the responsibilities we 
were charged with at Mount Sinai 
are at the core of our existence must 
rede di cate ourselves to klddush 
haShetn — by doing justice and 
showing loving mercy — and to the 
fight against hillul haShetn so 
tragically rampant among us. 

V. COHEN 

Jerusalem. 


Forbes view 

Excerpt from an article by the editor ol FORBES. America’s No. 1 
bueinaaa magazine, written after hie visit to Ureal with the magazine'! 
president. 


FUND-RAISING 

To the Editor nj The Jerusalem Past 

Sir, — Geoffrey Wigoder’s 
column on fund-raising, which 
briefly summarizes the 1980 
American Jewish Yearbook article 
“Trends in Jewish philanthropy" by 
Steven Martin Cohen, captures and 
conveys the essence of the article's 
forecasts, but very wisely does not 
comment on the validity of the 
forecasts themselves. 

Having just recently compared 
notes (i.e. respective agency in- 
comes for 1979-1980) with several 
colleagues. I'm convinced thut ma- 
jor Jewish fund-raising for 1979 and 
the projections for 1980 do not 
validate Steven Cohen's pessimistic 
predictions. 

Yes, the patterns of Jewish giving 
in the U.S. are undergoing dramatic 
changes. But not all of these 
changes arc necessarily negative. As 
a mutter of fact, Steven Cohen, in 
his Yearbook article, mukes 
reference to two very positive 
developments: 

(1 ) "Today's younger Jews arc in- 
deed less likely to contribute to 
organized Jewish philanthropy but. 
when they give, they arc more 
generous thun (heir elders or 
predecessors." 

(2) "The weulthy can no longer be 
expected to serve us philanthropic 
stalwarts. Jewish philanthropy hus 
become less elitist (in financial 
terms) than in the past." The ob- 
vious implication of this lulier point 
is thut (here is a broadening base of 
philanthropic support — by no 
means a basis for u pessimistic 
prognosis. 

Many of my collcugucs believe 
that a convincing case can be made 
in support of a positive forecast for 
Jewish fund-raising. 

DR. SAMUEL I. COHEN 
* Executive Vice President . 

Jewish National Fund of America 
New York. 

POST HASTE? 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

How is it that Israel, a country so 
advanced in many fields oT 
technology cannot provide for its 
people a postal service that will 
stand comparison at least with the 
more backward countries in 
Europe? 

ARTHUR SUPER 

London. 


No amount of reading or talking prepares the 
firet-tlme visitor fof the surprise that is Israel. 
Before the Jewish colonisation those barren, stony 
Judean hills must have resembled the moon; in 
parts they still do. How could such a watorless, 
treeless place (one la tempted to say godforsaken 
bui then one remembers it is the land of the Bible) 
have been turned Into a flourishing modern society 
in less than a third of a century? 

How caii Hebrew have been turned from a dead 
languago into a living, working, vibrant tongue in 
not much moro time? How can such a country 
have built a ft rat -class aircraft Industry, become 
proficient In computer technology and 
revolutionized agriculture In tho desert? It defies 
belief. Hero Is a nation that has proven patriotism 
nnd military service are not Incompatible with 
democracy and Individualism. The whole thing Is 
a triumph of spirit and mind over matter. By 
comparison with the Israeli economic miracle, the 


German. Japanese and Brazilian “miracles" pale 
Into insignificance. 

You come to Jerusalem expecting a dusty old 
place and find Instead a modern city with perhaps 
(he most harmonious architecture in the world — 
harmonious because the city's farsighted leaders 
decreed that all the buildings, whatever thetr 
style, must be faced with tho native Jerusalem 
stOne. 

Israel, In short, in building a new society on 
democracy and religion 1 b a living Insult to 
communism, which started to build a new society 
and built a jallhouse Instead. Israel Is equally an 
affront to the Khomeinis, who want to turn back 
the clock and restore women to the veil. Both 
communists and Khomeinis feel threatened by this 
demonstration of what’ democracy oan 
accomplish. No wonder a great Moslem like 
Anwar Sadat sees in Israel so much he would like 
to emulate in Egypt. No wonder the Kremlin and 
Quin would like to see Israel destroyed. 


Dry Bones 
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NICE SURPRISE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I have been holding a 
timeless credit in the amount of 
Si 96 dated January 196S issued by 
Iwanir Ltd., hoping one day to 
return to Israel. I finally imposed on 
a friend of mine to make a purchase 
Tor me. 

Since the credit was almost 16 
years old, she ventured hesitantly 
into Iwanir’s, anticipating a 
negative response. Instead, to her 
surprise and pleasure, she was 
treated courteously, helpfully, and 
graciously and I am now the proud 
owner of a gift from Israel 
To Iwanir Ltd. in particular and 
the people of Israel in general, I ex- 
tend my profound thanks and 
endless appreciation. 1 pray that 
Israel will endure forever and 
prosper — a beacon to humanity. 

DOROTHY ZAKON 
Chicago, Illinois. 


BOMB SHELTERS 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I live in a community of 
120 people with whom I share, in 
case of emergency, six bomb 
shelters. 

The builders, mostly Trout one 
particular A rub village in our area, 
recently invited me to share in a 
wedding celebration in their village. 
I went, and round the traditional 
warmth and hospilulily, which was 
no surprise. Nor was it surprising to 
discover that 400 people ull shared 
one public telephone line, or that 
the main roud through the village 
remains unpaved after 30 years of 
promises to pave it, or that a public 
bus does not enter even once u day. 
But the total absence of even a 
single bomb shelter was an irony loo 
hard to ignore. 


Kibbutz Gczer. 


SOL EINSTEIN 
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After solving defence budget dispute 

Accent on belt-tightening 


Israeli consumers won a victory 
of sorts last week when the 
economic cabinet decreed that sub- 
sidies would be restored on oert&in 
basio food items. The ministers — 
still gruppling with the country's 
spiralling inflation — also voted to 
soften price increases in such 
government-controlled com- 
modities and services as fuel, 
electricity, postal services and 
public transport. 

After weeks of discussing the 
framework of next year’s state 
budget, a compromise was finally 
reached on the biggest item in it — 
the defence budget — but only after 
fierce debate (See pages 12 and 13). 

The cabinet allocated IS 1 5.5 bil- 
lion for defence spending instead of 
IS 15 billion recommended by the 
Treasury and the more than IS2I 
billion (Inter cut to 1S18.6 billion) 
demanded by the Defence Ministry. 

A new element in the "battle of 
the budget" emerged last week in 
the form of a threat by the nation’s 
secondary school teachers to walk 
off their jobs “by January l." 

Behind their threat is the Etzioni 
Commission Report which the 
cabinet decided not to consider at 
last Sunday's cabinet meeting. 

Adoption of the report's recom- 
mendation would cost the Treasury 
billions of shekels, and Finance 
Minister Yigael Hurvilz fears ac- 
ceptance of the wage guidelines in 
the report would open the Pan- 
dora's box for widespread wage de- 
mands by other sectors. 

Meanwhile, the year-long strug- 
gle in the economic cabinet 
between Finance Minister Hurvitz 
and Housing Minister David Levy 
over subsidies to basic commodities 
was resolved last week in Levy's 
favour. 

Cabinet sources indicated that 
the economic cabinet decided to 
restore subsidies of basic foodstuffs 
and to ease price increases of 
government-controlled items such 
as fuel, electricity, postal services 
and public transport. 


The extra burden on the govern- 
ment's budget caused by this rever- 
sal of Hurvitz' policy will not be off-’ 
set by new taxes, but by the aboli- 
tion of most tax discounts. 

Jerusalem economic circles es- 
timated that the cost of restoring 
subsidies would amount to 
hundreds of millions of shekels. The 
recent delays in raising prices of 
basic commodities has already cost 
the government some IS800 million 
and the cost is expected to rise to 
IS2.3 billion by April. 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
apparently swung his support to 
Levy in the struggle over economic 
policy. Levy has argued for months 
that hurvitz’ policy of cutting sub- 
sidies to reduce the budget deficit 
has fa i led because it has not stem- 
med inflation. 

To mop up spending power, the 
government plans to offer more at- 
tractive savings schemes to the 
public, to abolish most tax dis- 
counts, sell government economic 
assets to the public, and sell or lease 
more stale lands. 

Levy said last week that the 
measures to be taken are designed 
to calm instead of shock. 

Hurvitz said that the decisions on 
wages and prices would be kept un- 
der wraps until this week, and 
cautioned the public against panic. 
He attacked those spreading stories 
about unemployment, particularly 
the press, and claimed that anyone 
who wants work can find it. 

Gideon Patl, Minister of In- 
dustry, Trade and Tourism, said he 
felt the public would accept new 
anti-inflationary measures being 
drafted by the cabinet. 

According to the National In- 
surance Institute, a salaried worker 
with six children will be con- 
siderably worse off in January than 
his counterpart with no children. 
His wages will be going up by just 
14.1 per cent, compared with 19.8 
per cent for the childless worker. 

This is just one example of the 
growing social gap indicated in an 


official document made available by 
the institute. 

The cabinet on Sunday post- 
poned for a week a decision on 
whether to accept the recommenda- 
tions of the Etzioni Commission 
Report, which calls for upgrading 
the status of Israel's teachers and in- 
creasing their wages by 30 to 60 per 
cent. 

It was decided that in the mean- 
time, Hurvilz and Education 
Minister Zcvulun Hammer will 
frame a joint proposal for presenta- 
tion at the next cabinet meeting. 

Emerging from last Sunday's 
meeting. Hammer told reporters he 
will contnct teachers' union leaders 
immediately, to request that they 
show patience und refrain from any 
hasty strike before the next cabinet 
meeting. 

Treasury and Civil Service Com- 
mission officials oppose the 30-60 
per cent raise in teachers’ pay 
recommended in the Etzioni com- 
mission's report. 

Government sources said the 
results would be "catastrophic" if 
the Etzioni recommendations on 
wages were implemented. The 
government is simply unable to pay 
the tremendous sums involved. 

The cabinet is faced with es- 
timates which show that adjusting 
teachers’ grade scales alone would 
cost some IS1.5 billion. Another 
recommendation on early retire- 
ment would cost about IS9 billion. 
It is clear that, at a time when the 
economic cabinet is deliberating 
night and day to pare down the 
defence and social welfare budgets, 
there is no intention of spending 
vast sums of money on teachers' 
pay, government sources said. 

Civil Service Commission of- 
ficials are worried that more pay for 
teachers could trigger a wave of 
wage demands in other sectors, This 
could demolish the various wage 
agreements which the Treasury has 
managed to maintain up till now. 
(Compiled from reports by iShlomo 
Maoz and Benny Morris) 


Settlers plan West Bank expansion 


By JOSHUA-BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The council of Jewish settlements 
in Judea. Samaria and Gaza last 
week set up an organizational 
framework to push for more settle- 
menis and to strengthen the 
economies in existing ones. It will 
also wage a political battle against 
Arab autonomy or the return of 
parts of the West Bank to Jordan. 

The 82 council members 
representing some 40 settlements 
ended two days of deliberations at 
Gush Etzion Saturday evening^ 
Some of the plans are designed to 
luke advantage of what are likely to 
be (he Likud's last months in power. 
Despite their criticism of Prime 
Minister Menahem Bogin’s govern- 
ment, they realize a Labour-led 
government will be less sympathetic 
to their viewpoint. 

Accordingly, they decided to 
pressure Begin to drop his pledge to 


establish only 10 more settlements 
in Judea and Samaria. They want 
settlements in areas which they say 
the government has neglected, west 
of Hebron, and between Shilo on 
the Ramailah ■— Nablus Road and 
Matatyahu near the pre-1967 
border, Only one settlement, Neve 
Tsuf, has been established in the lat- 
ter area and no others are planned 
there. 

The council appointed a special 
team to seek ways to double the 
Jewish population on the West 
Bank from 17.000 to close to 40,000 
within a year. They also want 
Housing Minister David Levy to 
devote more funds for construction 
there. 

To strengthen the economic 
foundations of each settlement, the 
settlers intend to take advantage of 
the fact that their staunch sup- 
porter, Ariel Sharon, is minister of 
agriculture. They want to develop 



A rally was held in Tel Aviv’s Klkar Malchei Ylsrael lust week in 
solidarity with Prisoner of Zion Yosef Mendelevich, who was sentenced 
exactly ten years ago to 12 years in prison fur his part in the Leningrad 
hijack plot. The other Jewish members of the group have already been 
released. His mother, El a, and sister, Rivka Drori. are seen here 
placing notes in the Western Wall in Jerusalem. <Dan Landau) 




plantations and build moTe ‘green- 
houses and chicken runs. In other 
settlements they want to develop 
local industries and schools so that 
members will not have to leave the 
settlements to work. 

A legal committee will press for 
the introduction of as many Israeli 
laws and courts as possible in the 
areas. According to Ze’ev 
Friedman, the head of Kiryat 
Arba's local council, only Israeli 
labour and municipal laws now app- 
ly to Israelis in Judea and Samaria. 

A land committee was also es- 
tablished to find ways to increase 
the amount of land under Jewish 
control. The settlers in the past had 
failed to pressure the government to 
expropriate land, but they said 
this week they have devised alter- 
natives. They declined to reveal 
their plans In this area. 

(See also Wfsl Bank. pig? 8, Editorial ort page 22.) 



Popular French singer Enrico Macias with his son. Avrnham ( Jean- 
Claude) as the latter carries the Torn scroll during his bar-mltzvul 
ceremony at the Western Wall last Thursday morning. The Algerian- 
born singer's Impresario asked the press to hold the picture for two dart 
so that Macias would not be swamped with well-wishers and fans during 
the week-end. ,Zlvn ' " 
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Ramallah mayor promises 
to struggle for PLO state 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Ramallah mayor Karim Khalaf 
returned to a jubilant welcome 
Iasi week, six months after being 
wounded in a bomb attack, and 
vowed to “redouble my struggle for 
a Palestinian state under the 
leadership of the PLO." 

Khalaf. who lost a foot in the 
June 2 ear-bomb attacks, was met at 
the Allcnby Bridge crossing from 
Jordan by members of his family 
and by the town clerk. The military 
government had banned other well- 
wishers from the urea. But as soon 
us Khuluf arrived in Ramollnh, 
cheering youths hoisted him onto 
their shoulders and carried him into 
the municipality building. 

The crowd chanted nationalist 
slogans and Khuluf was presented 
with a cuke decorated in green, 
black, red and white icing modelled 
on the Palest in inn Hug. 

Asked by journalists whether he 
would query Israeli authorities 
about the investigation of 1 lie bomb 
attacks, be said. “No. wc already 
know the attackers were Israeli ex- 
tremists." 

Military sources said later 
that khuluf would have to learn to 
curb his statements. They referred 
to an interview in a Beirut 
newspaper in which he allegedly 
said that the Palestinians would 
"liberate" Acre and Jaffa, and not 


only the land occupied in 1967. 

Nablus mayor Bassam Shak'a, 
who lost both feel in the same series 
of attacks, arrived in Jordan last 
week after receiving treatment 
abroad. He is expected in the West 
Bunk this week. 

Meanwhile, cx-mayors Moham- 
med Milhcm of Hulhoul and Fahd 
Kawusma of Hebron, who had 
been holding a five-day hunger 
strike at the UN in New York, left 
(he building lust Wednesday at the 
request of Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim. They vowed, however, 
to continue their hunger strike 
elsewhere. 

The New York Times reported 
lust week tlmi the U.S. hns appealed 
to Israel “in the strongest possible 
terms" to readmit the two cx- 
muyor.s, who were expelled after the 
murder of six Jews in Hebron lust 
May. The two were accused or in- 
citement. The newspaper auoted an 
American official who described 
the appeal us “demarche. 11 u 
diplomatic term lor u stern, formal 
representation. 

Tlie return of mayors Khalaf and 
Shak'a. both among the founders 
und leaders of (he now pructi cully 
defunct Nutional Guidance Com- 
mittee. is viewed with some trepida- 
tion by the Military Government 
and with unconcealed enthusiasm 
by many West Hankers. 



Ramallah mayor Karim Khalaf is carried through the streets of his city 
Inst week on his return after treatment abroad for injuries suffered in 
last June's car bombings. 


Sinai airbases ‘vital for the West’ 


.1 commentary front our Washington 
eorrespontU'iit. WOLF HLITZER. 

SEVERAL OF presidentelect 
flunuld Reagan's senior foreign 
policy advisers believe that he 
should begin negotiations with 
Israel and Egypt shortly after taking 
office to transfer Israel's two 
remaining Sinai airbases to the U.S. 
before 1^82. when they arc 
scheduled to be handed over to the 
Egyptians. 

But entrenched bureaucrats at 
the State Department and 
elsewhere in the government’s 
foreign policy establishment remain 
overly cautious, fearing that any 
such direct U.S. take-over of the 
strategic bases might undermine 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat’s 
supposedly shaky position at home 
and throughout the Arab world. 

Despite Soviet inroads, this has 
been the view of the Carter ad- 
ministration. as reflected when 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, the outgoing 
national security adviser, told jour- 
nalists that the U.S. has to be "sub- 
tle and indirect. ” keeping in mind 
the region’s cultural sensitivities. 

“I think it would be a mistake for 


us or for the next administration to 
rush headlong into an effort to forge 
very formal security relationships, 
including- permanent buses.’' he 

said. 

BLIT MANY of Reagan’s top aides 
disagree, and their views may have a 
decisive impact on the direction of 
his policies toward the airbases at 
Elzion and Eitarn, considered by 
many experts to be the two best tac- 
tical bases irt the region and, 
perhaps, the best in the world. 

Professor Robert W. Tucker, the 
noted Johns Hopkins University 
political scientist, who himself ad- 
vised Reagan during the campaign, 
offers in November's Commentary 
magazine a brilliant analysis suppor- 
ting an expanded U.S. military 
presence in the Middle East and 
Persian Gulf region. 

If Reagan eventually accepts 
Tucker’s advice, the U.S. may be 
spared some of the political, 
military and economic dislocations 
anticipated in the years ahead 
because of America's perceived 
military weakness throughout the 
region. 

But if Reagan fails to recognize 
the real dangers involved in the 
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current instability in the Persian 
Gulf and merely pursues the half- 
hearted measures associated with 
the so-called Carter Docitirie' (for 
example, a rapid deployment force |. 
the U.S. and the West will face un- 
precedented turmoil. 

TUCKER WANTS “the permanent 
stationing or land-based aircraft and 
ground forces" in the Middle East. 
If Saudi Arabia is unwilling to ac- 
cept such direct, open support, the 
U.S. must cooperate with “the two 
slates on which a viable American 
policy in the Middle East will 
necessarily depend in the period 
ahead — Egypt and Israel.” 

In short, that means taking over 
Elzion and Eitam. 

It also means, according to 
Tucker, a reduction in the emphasis 
on the search for a “comprehen- 
sive" settlement of the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict. 

While Tucker, of course, would 
like to see the Palestinian question 
resolved, he recognizes that this is a 
side issue when compared to the 
larger, more important, issues at 
slake. 

“For a settlement of the Arab- 
lsraeli conflict is an interest that 
cannot be compared in importance 
with the Western interest in insuring 
access to the oil supplies of the Per- 
sian Gulf,” he wrote. “Were it not 
for the connection mistakenly 
drawn between the two, a connec- 
tion made more insistently today 
than ever, the West would have the 
same modest concern with the 
Palestine issue that it had a decade 
ago.” 

In the Reagan camp, Tucker is 
not alone in calling for an increased 
U.S. military presence in the region. 

.Subscription, 
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Richard V. Allen, who is to be the 
new national security adviser in the 
White House, laid me as early ns 
Inst August that the ' Sinai bases 
"represent a potential I v great as- 
set 

Said Allen: "It seems to me that 
we cannot overlook the importance 
of those bases. When they revert to 
Egyptian control, they revert under 
the condition of no military use. 
Since there’s no rational civilian use 
which I can sec, I think the bases 
may just be lost.” 

Allen can be expected to press 
hard for the Tucker approach. But 
he will be resisted by the Stale 
Department careerists und other 
remnants of the post-Vietnam 
school of unilateral U.S. appease- 
ment. 

High on Reagan’s agenda must be 
the Sinai airbases, according to 
Tucker and others in the Reagan 
camp. There is no viublc alter- 
native. 

During the campaign, Reagan 
himself was relatively silent on this 
issue. In one press interview, he 
noted only that Allen had come out 
in favour of a U.S. take-over of the 
airbases, but Reagan remained non- 
committal. 

Cairo minister here 

rEL AVIV,— Egyptian Agriculture 
Minister Prof. Mahmoud Daoud 
has arrived in Israel on a five-day 
visit with a team of experts as guests 
of Agriculture Minister Ariel 
Sharon. 

“We came to see agriculture in 
Israel. We want to learn and to 
snare our experience with you, for 
the benefit and welfare of both the 
peoples,” said Prof. Daoud shortly 
after his arrival. 

ModaM quits one post 

The cabinet on Sunday accepted 
the resignation of Yitzhak Modai as 
Minister of Communications. There 
have been no reports yet of a possi- 
' ble successor. Meanwhile, Modai 
retains his portfolio as Minister of 
Energy. 


their minds 

By MARY HIRSCHFELD 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — MK Moshe Dayan on 
Friday said (hat “the same rules 
which apply to the mayor of Haifa 
should also apply to the mayor of 
Nablus. 1 mean freedom to express 
their political opinions, whatever 
those may be.” 

“Shak’a wants to suy he vyants a 
Palestinian state in the West Bank. 
So what? Let him say thul,” Dayan 
said in reference (o' Nablus mayor 
Bassani Shak'a, who lost both lower 
legs in a car-bomb attack last June 
2 . 

Speuking at the Haifa Maritime 
and Economic Club, the former 
foreign minister stressed that 
freedom of opinion is not a “boi- 
tomless well” and a clear line 
separates what the state can and 
must not tolerate. "Neither the 
mayor or Haifa nor Kfar Saba’s nor 
Nablus’ cun be allowed to break the 
law, to openly call- for violence or 
terrorism or to Islippon either, in 
public,” he maintained.- 
Dayan said that Israel should slop 
"making wild lions out of mice" and 
cease relating to merely symbolic is- 
sues as though they were "more 
than just talking.' " He continued: 
“We must face the fact that if 
tomorrow PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat wants to declare a Palesti- 
nian suite on the West Bank, we 
could not slop him from doing so. 
We could not even stand in his way 
if he started issuing passports for his 
’cili/eiis.'” 

"I am sure there would also be 
foreign nations which wouM rush 
recognition of the new ‘suite’," he 
quipped. But ai Iona as the Israel 
Defence Force is the only force 
deployed in the area, noi even a fuel 
barrel will reach Nablus if Israel 
does not wish it to — "and that’s 
! what counts," he said. 

According to Diiyaji, Israel can- 
not rely on West Bunk Arabs to op- 
pose creation of a Palestinian slate. 

"It's in our hands alone,” he 
stated, “in order to function 
properly, however, we must set a 
realistic set of priorities. It is 
imperative (hut we determine what 
our vital interests are und leave all 
the rest behind.” 

Daymi. assorted that > there are 
only three really dinporlnnt issues: 
security, both internal and external; 
the right for every Jew mid Israeli to 
buy a house or a plot wherever he 
wants to, including in the West 
Bunk and Ciazu; mid to avoid selling 
up u Palestinian slate in the area. 

Dayan said that if West Banker* 
feel like singing PLO hymns, tel 
them do so. “Du they want lo hoist 
a Palestinian flag somewhere. 
That’s their business. We cannot go 
on forbidding these things forever, 
he said. "Today we bring down a 
[lag, Tomorrow they raise a statue. 
Tomorrow wc forbid the statue. 
They stage a strike. There's no 
end.” 

Duyan regretted the Knesset’s re- 
jection of his "unilateral autonomy 
plan" which he claimed could have 
solved a lot of problems. 

(S« also page B.J 

General Jones visits Israel 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
General David Jones, chairman, 
of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Israel on Friday after a five-day 
private visit to celebrate Christmas 
in the Holy Land. . 

During his stay, Gen. Jones mm 
with Chief of Staff Rafael Eitui i « 
Israel Defence Forces General 5ta» 
Headquarters in Tel Aviv. 
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The Mart’s idea of M.E. peace 


BRUSSELS. — The European 
Common Market has devised a 
detailed list or options for its Middle 
East peace initiative, including tur- 
ning Jerusalem into an international 
city, a staged withdrawal of Israelis 
from contested territories and a new 
international peace-keeping force, 
Le Soir reported at the weekend. 

The Belgian daily newspaper said 
the options were approved as “star- 
ling points" by the nine Common 
Market heads of government at the 
Luxembourg summit meeting in 
December. 

According to the- re port, the plan 
calls for the following:' 

• Withdrawal of Israeli jurisdic- 
tion over territories taken over in 
the 1967 war: areas in Jordan, Gaza, 
East Jerusalem and the Golan 
FI eights. The withdrawal would be 
carried out over a two-year period, 
with “security points” ns the last 
*rcus~iurncd over by Israel. The UN 
would supervise the withdrawal in 
coi\junclion with a mixed commis- 
sion of Israelis, Jordanians, and 
Palestinians. 

• During the withdrawal, relations 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours would be normalized 
under procedures similar to those 
used in the Camp David accords. 

• Most Israeli settlements in the 
administered areas would be dis- 
mantled. However, Israel would be 
allowed to keep some of them as 
“foreign enclaves" in Arab lands. 

• Palestinians would be g * *.n 
independent stale, perhaps with 
some links to Jordan and Israel. 

• Demilitarized zones patrolled by 
a UN force would guarantee Israeli 
security. 

• Jerusalem would become an in- 
ternational city, with Jewish, 
Moslem and Christian control over 
their own religious sites. The rest of 
the city would, be. run. by a com- 

Colombia minister 
of defence 
arrives on visit 

BEN-GURION AIRPORT (Him). 
— Colombian Defence Minister 
General Louis Carlos Camacho 
Levya arrived on Friday for a week- 
long visit to Israel as a guest of the 
Defence Ministry. 

The minister, who is accom- 
panied by his wife, son and aide-de- 
camp, was met by deputy defence 
minister Mordechai Zipori. 

He will meet Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin and Chief of Staff 
Rav-Aluf Rafael Eitan and will visit 
Air Force and other military bases 
and Israel Aircraft Industries 
production lines. He will also pay a 
call on President Yitzhak Navon. 

Observers have noted that Israel 
has for the past few years attempted 
to sell locally produced Kfir fighters 
to South American states and that a 
defence delegation from -Mexteo-is 
due to arriva-hertfsoon. 


muna! authority. 

• Palestinian refugees would be 
allowed to return to the new Palesti- 
nian slate, but the report said Euro- 
pean leaders doubt that many would 
choose to return. 

The report emphasized that the 
options were broad outlines of 
possible negotiating points and not 
firm proposals. 

In Jerusalem, no reaction was 
available immediately from Foreign 
Ministry officials, but ministry 
sources noted that such a proposal 
had been expected ever since the 
Venice statement of principles last 
summer. That statement included a 
call for Palestine Liberation 
Organization participation in the 
negotiations leading to a peace set- 
tlement in the Middle East. 

Meanwhile Egypt’s President 
Sadat believes that' the first "sound 
steps” towards autonomy in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip will 
occur in 1981. 

In n wide-ranging interview with 
Cairo TV on his 62nd birthday, 
Sadat said that he expected progress 
shortly after U.S. President-elect 
Ronald Reagan takes office next 
month. He added that agreement on 
resolving the West Bank and the 
Gaza issue would signal a com- 
prehensive settlement to the Israel: 
Arab conflict. 

“The basis for a comprehensive 
settlement has been laid, and such a 
settlement is coming. There is no 
doubt about that, “ Sadat said. 
“This includes a solution to the 
Palestinian problem and peaceful 
co-existence between us and the 
Israelis.” 

Last week Sadat told President 
Yitzhak Navon in a telephone con- 
versation that he would fully imple- 
ment all normalization agreements 
that they discussed during Navon**, 
siule visit lo Egypt last October. 



Navon initiated the call lo con- 
gratulate Sadat on his 62nd birth- 
day. 

Navon said he was pleased with 
progress being made on fulfilling 
the accords. So far, an additional El 
A1 jet is flying weekly to Cairo; 
Egypt cancelled restrictions on 
Israeli tourism to Santa Katarina; 
Israeli goods are travelling overland 
to Egypt; an Israel Defence Forces 
search team has gone to Egypt to 


‘Action’ urged to quiet Syrians 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Israel expects “Immediate and 
urgent action” by the international 
community to stop Syrian attacks 
on the Lebanese Christian city pf 
Zahleh, says the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman. 

The ministry statement followed 
a letter circulated at the UN last 
week by .Israel Ambassador 
Yehuda Blum. The letter charged 
that the Lebanese government “is 
unable to expose and appeal 
against” the Syrian shelling, and 
said that "international silence in 
face of such an atrocity can only ag- 
gravate the danger lo the popula- 


Colombian Defence Minister 
Louis Curios Camacho Levya 
(right) at Ben-Gurlon Airport 
with Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Zipori. (Def. Min.) 


lion or Lebanon.” 

Syrian artillery heavily bom- 
barded Zahleh early last week. 
The shelling had tapered off by 
Wednesday night, but tension 
remained high in the city, 40 
kilometres east of Beirut. 

Sources in Jerusalem, meanwhile, 
said that they were encouraged by 
domestic pressure on the French 

f overnment to speak out on the 
yrian shelling of Zahleh. 
Observers believe the Syrian 
shelling was a result of protests by 
Lebanese Christians about the con- 
tinued presence of Syrian troops in 
the country. 
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find remains of Israeli war dead and 
received full cooperation from the 
authorities; and high-level Egyptian 
delegations are scheduled to arrive 
here. 

In addition, the establishment of 
a joint committee on youth camps 
has paved the way Tor exchange 
visits by Israeli and Eggwiian 
teenagers next summer. . 

Navon was also pleased that 
Israeli publishers have been invited 
to lake part in the International 
Book Fair in Cairo in March. 

A report issued in Cairo last week 
says that contacts arc under way 
between Egypt and several Arab 
countries, including Saudi Arabia, 
to restore unity to shattered Arab 
ranks and thus contain the turmoil 
in the Middle East und Soviet en- 
croachment there. 

In a discussion on Thursday with 
Cairo journalists, information 
minister Mansour Hasson also said 
the contacts would lead to an agree- 
ment on Palestinian autonomy. 

A total of 17 Arab countries 
severed diplomatic relations with 
Egypt in the wake of its peace treaty 
with Israel. 

Hassuii intimated that Egypt had 
initiated contacts in the light of the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the 
Syrian-Soviet friendship treaty, the 
Iran- Iraq war. and the consequent | 
possible danger of a Soviet oil- grab 
in the Middle East. 

5 terrorists 
die in clash 

Jerusalem Post Staff 
Five terrorists were killed by an 
army patrol last Thursday afternoon 
as they attempted to infiltrate Israel 
from Southern Lebanon along the 
coast. The army spokesman said 
there were no Israel casualties. 

The patrol spotted the terrorists 
as they were approaching a border 
fence just north of Kibbutz Hanita 
in Western Galilee. The patrol gave 
chase and wiped out the gang in a 
clash on Lebanese soil, the 
spokesman said. 

Military sources said the five-man 
squad had been sent to attack the 
kibbutz. The terrorists were armed 
with Kalashnikov automatic rifles, 
RPG (rocket-propelled grenade), 
launchers, grenades, and explosives. 

In the new Jerusalem suburb of 
Gilo, a large bomb was discovered 
and safely dismantled Saturday 
night at a bus stop. 

Two Gilo residents called police 
at 7 p.m. and reported seeing a 
suspicious man place a bag at a 
local bus stop. 

Police sappers discovered a pipe- 
bomb taped to the stop. U was dis- 
posed of by the bomb squad's 
remote-control robot used lo han- 
dle suspicious objects. 

Meanwhile, 12 persons convicted 
of inciting or participating in. 
November’s violent demonstrations 
on the West Bank have been sen- 
tenced to jail terms by the Ramallah 
military court. 

One student at Bir .Zeit Univer- 
sity was sentenced to six months' 
imprisonment for incitement, while 
seven teachers at the UNRWA 
teachers' college were sentenced to 
four-month Jail terms. Others 
received lesser sentences. 


ULPAN AKIVA OFFERS 
20, 12, 8 or 4 weeks 

HEBREW AND ARABIC COURSES 

IN COMFORTABLE HOTEL SURROUNDINGS 
(8 meals a day, air conditioned rooms, tennis courts, 
swimming-pool) 

FOR STUDENTS, ADULTS AND FOR FAMILIES 
WITH CHILDREN (12 yearB and older) 

4-7 study hours of Hebrew (fi-7 levels) and Arable daily, 
social and cultural activities, tours and trips. 


COURSES OPENING : 


January S, 1981 
February 2, 1981 
March 2, 1981 


April 28,1981 
May 26, 1981 
June 80. 1981 


1. HEBREW FOR TOURISTS 

2. HEBREW FOR NEW IMMIGRANTS AND 
TEMPORARY RESIDENTS 

3. HEBREW FOR HEBREW SPEAKERS 

(Designed for those with an overall knowledge of 
Hebraw who wish to Improve their knowledge of the 
language.) Highly recommended for Rabbis, Hebrew 
Teachers and others. 

4. ISRAEL- AMERICA SUMMER COURSE (1B81) 

5. SPOKEN ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS 
(For Hebrew speakers) 

Hebrew and Arable courses are of special interest to students 
of Semitic Languages, Linguistics, Judaism, Near Eastern 
Studies and Theology. 
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To: 

Ulpan Akiva, P.O.B. 266, 
42102 Netanya, Israel 
(Tel. 053-B2312/3) 
or: 

Department of Education 
and Culture, World 
ZlonlBt Organization, 318 
Park Av e. , New York. 
N.Y. 10022, U.3.A. (Tel. 
2 1 2-752-OBOO ext. 385/8) 
Please send me your 
detailed brochure and ap- 
plication forma: 

Name 

Address 
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r MOLLIE GOODMAN "1 

ACADEMIC HIGH SCHOOL 
l IN ISRAEL a 


FOR AMERICAN STUDENTS 
(10th, 11th, 12th grades) 

On the ZOA Kfar Sliver campus. Full academic program in 
English, credits transferable to U.S. high schools, enrich- 
ment In Hebraic studies, field (rips, agricultural experience. 
Supervised by the Israel Ministry of Education with the coop- 
eration of the WZO. Scholarships available. 

. ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
Dept, of High School Education in Israel 
Jacob A Ubby Goodman ZOA House 
4 East 34th St. New York, N.Y. 10016 (212) 481- 1500 
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NAAM Israel 
Seminars 


KJL&P i ' PLANNING ALIYAH? 

THIS IS THE TOUR FOR YOUI 

Upcoming Seminars: 

Date of Departure Data of Return Age Range Cost 

Sunday, Fab. 15 March 1 (age 25-55) S 82S. 

Sunday, May 10 May 24 (age SO & cost 

over) pending 

Summer Seminars 

June 21-July 5 August 2 -August 16 

July 4-July 1 8 August 1 6 -August 30 (age 50 & over) 

Our two-weak seminars are geared specifically for those 
seriously considering Aliyah. To obtain a brochure, write to: 
NAAM Seminars, 515 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022, 
or call (2 12) 752-0600 
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U.S. Jews, media react strongly 
to report on Israeli emigration 


»i LEON HAOAR 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
NEW YORK. — The report on 
emigration mndc public in Israel 
lust week has joked American 
Jewish organizations and has 
received considerable attention in 
the press here. 

The report, drafted by Jewish 
Agency director- general Shmucl 
La his. said that between 300,000 
and 500,000 Israeli emigrants now 
live in the U.S. 

According u n Jewish Agency of- 
ficial in New fork, "We hnve been 
‘blitzed* in the last days by hundreds 
of telephone calls from Jewish in- 
dividuals and organizations asking 
for the full text oft lie report and ex- 
pressing concern about its conclu- 
sions.” 

American newspapers gave the 
issue much piny. The New York 
Times published u story about the 


report on one of its first pages and 
emphasized the disclosure in (he 
report that young Israelis leave for 
the U.S. to avoid army service. New 
York's Channel 5 TV station dealt in 
length with the report on its news 
programme. 

The Jewish Agency official said 
the report “would have disastrous 
effects on immigration efforts in the 
U.S.. not to mention tarnishing the 
image of Israel in this country which 
has not been popular anyway 
lately." 

tsrucii consulates were also being 
questioned by Jews and non-Jews 
about the report. "This is the worst 
thing that could have happened to 
us." said an information officer 
from the consulate in Chicago. "In- 
flation, Abuhaizcira, and now this 
report." 

Officials in the New York im- 
migration office criticized 'the way 


Lahis conducted his research and 
the fact that he had employed a 
journalist,! kora Cass, as a research 
assistant. .Cass, however, has 
published articles with well-known 
sociologist Prof. Martin Lipset of 
Stanford University. 

Their articles in Commentary and 
The New York Times Magazine on 
Israeli emigrants described them 
favourably and justified the reasons 
for their slaying in the U.S. 

Speaking at a Liberal Parly 
meeting in Tel Aviv on the 
weekend. Deputy Prime Minister 
Simha Ehrlich condemned the 
figures in the report. Ehrlich, who 
has responsibility for the problem of 
emigration, said that there are fewer 
than 300.000 Israelis living abroad. 

The Knesset Immigration and 
Absorption Committee has already 
unanimously condemned the report, 
calling it "inaccurate and harmful." 

(See page' 5.) 


Unease in Gaza after nine murders 


GAZA. — Early last Tuesday morn- 
ing Mohammed Kahlout. 50, was 
approached by an unknown person 
as he waited in the Shati refugee 
camp Tor transport to his place of 
work in a local UNRWA installa- 
tion. It is believed he was first asked 
if he was Kahlout before being shot 
twice at close range. He died almost 
immediately. 

This was the ninth murder with a 
similar modus operand! in the past 
two months in the Strip. 

Responsibility for the first three 
murders was claimed by the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
* Palestine in Beirut — in particular, 
the mid-morning shooting on 
November 18 of an acknowledged 
collaborator, Mu hammed Abu 
Warda. This gave the general 
impression that a campaign of 
political assassinations was under 
way. 

Abu Warda, a former taxi driver 
and deputy chairman of the Jebalya 
local council was a leader "created" 


by the military government in the 
eyes of the local population. He is 
said to have abused nis position for 


personal gain. No tears have been 
shed over his slaying. 

As soon as security forces learned 
of Kh a lout's murder, they searched 
their Hies for any indication of his 
“collaboration” with the 
authorities. But his name did not 
appear. 

Khalout’s murder has reinforced 
theories of investigators that not all 
of the killings are politically 
motivated. 

At least four of the victims are 
said to have been linked to the drug 
trade. On one occasion, when in- 


NEWSBEAT 
David Richardson 


vestigators tried to question poten- 
tial witnesses to a murder in 
Jcbalyn, they found them so drug- 
ged that they were unresponsive. 

Another theory being advanced is 
that some of the murders have been 
the work of the fundamentalist 
Moslem Brotherhood, which is 
committed to removing from Islam 
the poison of alcohol and the cor- 
ruption of money lenders and 
pimps. 

Ballistics tests have also shown 
that all the victims were not slain by 
the same gun as were the first few 
killed. Those of the victims who 
were linked to the authorities were, 
apart from Abu Warda “small fish," 
according to one source. 

. But whatever the motives, there 
is overall agreement that the 
murders have had political impact. 

The military government admit- 
ted quite frankly that there has been 
a decline in the willingness of the 
local population to cooperate with 
the authorities. 

Local officials and leaders arc 
now reluctant to meet with officers 
of the military government in their 
headquarters on Omar Mukttar 
Street. Other meetings are post- 

E oned with barely concealed em- 
arrassment and relief. The uncer- 
tainty that surrounds the murders 
feeds on a wariness of a people 
deeply seasoned in political 
violence. 

Both army and local leaders point 
out that political assassinations are 


not new or peculiar to the area. 
Eighteen months ago Sheikh 
Huzandar, an unabashed supporter 
of Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat’s peace initiative, was shot 
dead by an assailant from one of the 
Palestinian organizations linked to 
the so-called Rejectionist Front. 

Between 1967 and 1971 hundreds 
of local residents were killed and 
wounded by Palestinian terrorists in 
un underground war only partly 
directed against the Israeli 


authority. 

The West Bank village of Silwad 
has seen three --murders. -or alleged ; 
collaborators in the last year. 

Some military government of- 
ficials theorize that Arab society in 
general and Palestinian society in 
particular has yet to free itself of the 
tradition of the blood feud. Nor has 
it fully absorbed Western values of 
democracy or the sanctity of human 
life. The implication is that in such 
conditions tne proclivity to violence 
in political disputes is not unusual. ' 

But for some, the killings are only 
the most spectacular manifestation 
ar spreading lawlessness in the 
Strip. Dr. Hatem Abu Ghazaleh, 
director of an impressive institute 
for retarded children, complained 
bitterly this week over the inability 
and lack of concern of the police 
and security forces to contend with 
crime in the area. 

"Ihn'a b'wad o’houm b'wad," (they 
are in one valley and we are in 
another) he said, using the phrase to 
describe the military government's 
almosL exclusive concern with its 
own security problems rather than 
the local population's. 

Local merchants complained 
about burglaries. Shoppers added 
that the streets of the city and the 
camps empty at sunset because of 
fear over the murders, and other 
violent crimes. 

But the authorities were quick to 
counter this In fact and in theory. 
"With the increase in living stan- 
dards and the amount of money 
flowing into the area, an increase in i 
crime is to be expected one of- 
ficial said. The 'authorities further 
acknowledge that drug trafficking is 
rampant. 

At the same time, statistics show 
that all of th> crime, but nor 
murder, in Gaza (population 463,000) 
is less than that of Netanya 
(9$, 000). Whatever the motives of 
the recent murders, they take place 
against a backdrop of on-going! 
Israeli administration and amid talk 
of this administration's impending 
end. 


Kissinger begins Mideast visit 


NEW YORK (AP). — Former U S. 
Secretary or Stale Henry Kissinger 
left for the Middle East last 
weekend on a private visit, 
reportedly with the blessings of 
President-elect Ronald Reagan. 

Kissinger will first meet with 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat 
and his aides, and follow this with 
several days of discussions with 


Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
und others in Israet. 

Kissinger also has scheduled 
stops in Saudi Arabia, Oman and 
Morocco. A visit to Jordan was said 
to be a possibility, 

The stated purpose of the mission 
is to assess prospects for a com- 
prehensive Arab-lsraeli peace. 


In deop sorrow we announce the passing of our dear 

FAIGEL (FANNY) RABINOWITZ 


of Detroit, Michigan and Netanya, Israel, 
on Friday, December 35, 1980. 


The Family 



New York Mayor Edward Koch, left, with Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek during a Mop 
in (he (wo mayors’ awing through the capital last week. ttmarar. Scoop ^ 

Memento for NY mayor 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Visiting. New York City Mayor 
Robert Koch last week picked up a 
memento to take home this 
weekend — a silver mezuza for 
Grade Mansion, the official 
residence of New York’s mayors. 

The mezuza was presented to 
Koch by Grand Rabbi Yissachar 
Dov Rokeah, spiritual leader of the 
Belz Hassidic congregation in 
Jerusalem. The rabbi received Koch 
on Thursday night, and asked him 
about his visit with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat before arriving in 
Israel for visits with Israeli leaders. 

The New York Mayor also stop- 
ped off.at.thc Western Wall during 
ihe weekend, where he was mobbed 
by New Yorkers who were at the 


site for religious services. 

... Besides . visiting . Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin- and '.President 
Yitzhak Navon, Mayor Koch spent 
considerable time with his host, 
Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek. 

The two mayors went to the Old 
City, Israel Museum, Yad Vashem 
Holocaust Museum and various city 
neighbourhoods. 

At Liberty Bell Garden, Koch 
dutifully planted a young olive tree 
and got Deputy Mayor Robert 
Wagner und other members of his 
parly to stamp the earth down 
around it. 

"This is my tree, right?" he said 
to Kollek. "I want you to send me 
its. olives oyery.ysqr, They.. are ,jijy 
olives. I’ll have enough for. my mar- 


Copters save flood victims 


Jerusalem Post Staff 

A French tourist and a two-year- 
old girl lost their lives and hundreds 
of motorists were stranded by floods 
after unusually heavy rain hit the 
normally dry southern half of the 
country late Friday. 

Eilat remained cut off by road 
after receiving 40 mm. of rain, near- 
ly its entire annual average, in iHe 
storm. 

"It is practically impossible to 
travel south of Beersheba," Negev 
district deputy police commander 
Sgan Nitzav Avraham Malka said 
Saturday night. He urged drivers to 
jstay out of the area. 

Caroline Bloom, 22, was drowned 
after the car in which she was riding 
with her parents, tourists from 
France, was swept off the road 


between Sdom’and Massada, 
alongside the Dead Sea on Friday 
night. Her body was recovered and 
flown to Jericho by army helicopter. 

the other fntulily occurred 
Saturday. morning, when a sudden 
gush of floodwntcr overcame a 
truck in which the Alkavelz family 
of Jerusalem was travelling with all 
Its belongings to Eilat, 'Whcff lhey 
were planning to settle. Twb-Vear- 
old Karen was swept out of her 
father Shimon’s arms when he tried 
to escape with her from the drives 
seal. The girl’s body was recovered 
later. 

The weatherman predicted Satur- 
day night thut there will still b« 
some rain and continued chilly 
temperatures Sunday, and expected 
drier and warmer weather for later 
in the week. 


Top runners to contest marathon 


By JACK LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 
TEL AVIV, — Seven men with 
world-class times of under 2 hours, 
20 minutes for the distance have en- 
tered next Sunday's 1980/81 
Sheraton Sea of Galilee Inter- 
national Marathon from Eln Gev to 
Ginossar. 

Registrations from some 550 run- 
ners in 19 countries have so far 
reached the Israel Amateur Athletic 
office here for the 
42. 195-kilometre race around the 
Kinncret. About 200 of the entries 
are from abroad. 

The fastest of the top run 


ners is Belgian marathon champion 
Herman Pormentier, with a per* 
sonal best lime of 2 hours, 1J 
minutes, 31 seconds. Next are 
England’s John Dingwell (2: 4:00) 
ana Pormentler's compatriot Julian 
Grimon (2:14:50). 

The fastest of the 25 women com- 
petitors — nearly half of then) from 
overseas — is American Kathleen 
Horton, with a best time of 2 : 48 : 08 . 

America, with some 100 runners, 
will provide the biggest foreign con- 
tingent. Next comes France with 45 
participants, England 20, and Weft 
Cermany and Finland, each with 15. 
The budget for this marathon n 
IS300.000. 


PAGE A 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


Published weekly: December 28, 1980 -January 



HOME NEWS 


Anti-emigration body set up; 
deeds, not words, urged 


Landau recuperating 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Azriel Waldman, director- 
general of the Ministry of Im- 
migrant Absorption, last week at- 
tacked a Jewish Agency report on 
emigrants which recommends giv- 
ing immigrants and returning 
Israelis equal status. 

Waldman said that granting 
generous benefits to returning 
Israelis would encourage citizens to 
emigrate. And if the benefits for im- 
migrants were reduced -to the level 
of those granted io returnees, he ad-' 
ded, immigration would decrease. 

The report, prepared by Agency 
Director-General Shmuel Lahis, was 
leaked to the press the weekend 
before last. Lahis maintained that 
he had presented the 60-page docu- 
ment only to the cabinet secretariat 
Tor distribution among the 10 
ministerial members of the 
govern ment-Agency coordinating 
body. The leak, he asserted, must 
have come from one of them. 

In preparing his report, Lahis 
found, .thul -there are "between 
300,000 and ; liaif*a-million" Israeli 
emigrants iti' tHe U.S.;'; including 
about 100,000 children. 

He urged the cabinet to authorize 
a minister at the level of deputy 
prime minister to coordinate all ac- 
tivities regarding emigrants; to 
recognize emigration as a national 
emergency; to establish additional 
classes in existing Jewish schools 
abroad for children of emigrants, 
rather than to start special schools 
for them: and to re-examine all 
customs benefits granted to im- 
migrants. students and returnees. 

The report will be presented by 
Deputy Prime Minister Simha 
Ehrfibh: in' January to the coor- 
dinating •■body*,- which- comprises 
ministers und Jewish Agency 


leaders from here and abroad. 

Amid an air of confusion about 
how to discourage Israelis from 
leaving the country, a public coun- 
cil for the prevention of emigration 
was established in Jerusalem at the 
end of last week. 

The Zionist Council in Israel, 
which initiated a meeting of about 
100 persons, has contacted govern- 
ment ministries, the Jewish Agency, 
the Histadrui labour federation, im- 
migrant associations, women's 
organizations, youth movements 
and other groups. Each will send a 
representative to the public council, 
which is aimed at coordinating ef- 
forts to reduce emigration. 

Ephraim Urbach, president of the 
Israel Academy of Sciences, 
charged the government, the Jewish 
Agency and other public institutions 
with not making a concerted and 
continuous effort to cut emigration. 
Time is being wasted on arguing 
about numbers and statistics, he 
said, instead of acting against the 
trends. 

“Look how easily firings of 
workers are announced and how 
unemployment is viewed as a solu- 
tion to our economic problems," 
Prof. Urbach stated. 

Absorption Minister David Levy 
urged that more emphasis be given 
to the positive in Israel, rather than 
ils failures. He said a wide "Zionist 
coalition" must be formed to 
reduce emigration. 

A Histadrui official praised the 
labour federation's efforts in 
fighting emigration and refusing io 
hire emigrants in its enterprises 
abroad, and representatives of ils 
youth movement distribute booklets 
on emigration and bumper stickers 
proclaiming: "Yerlda (emigration) is- 
tantamount to treason." 


A little wine and some loving 
are medicine for the heart 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — People can reduce 
their chances of falling victim to 
heart disease — the number one kil- 
ler in Israel — if they quit smoking, 
eat -sensibly, learn to relax, engage 
iq se,x .and indulge in a little wine 
arid >epj\ . 

Discussing Kupal Holim's 
educational programme on disease 
of the heart ana blood vessels, Dr. 
Mordechai Levin of Beershcba's 
Soroka Hospital said here last week 
that the hereditary, factors of heart 
disease can be offset to an ap- 
preciable degree if people learn to 
relax more and to treat themselves 
better. 

(Kupat Holim is the Histadrut 
labour federation's sick-jimd) 

Levin said ^this-^ould include 
stopping “smoking, getting rid of 
overweight, exercising and reducing 
mental stress. The latter, Levin said. 


could be done by meditation, 
adopting a "love thy neighbour" at- 
titude, engaging in sex, and drinking 
beer and wine in moderation. 

“We all are, without exception," 
in some degree susceptible to dis- 
eases of the heart or blood, vessels," 
Levin said. Therefore everyone 
should take steps to reduce the 
severity of the disease when it does 
strike, he said. 

Kupat Holim's educational 
programme, which is taught in 150 
clinics, in seminars and at its health 
farm in Ashkelon, has produced 
significant results, noted Dr. 
Nataiio Cristal, also of Soroka. In 
one school in Herzliya, 90 pupils in 
the seventh grade were given a 
course in hear(-disease prevention. 
After the course, the number of stu- 
dents who recognized the dangers 
of smoking as a factor in heart dis- 
ease had risen from 26 to 63 per 
cent, Cristal said. 


Navon urges amity with foreigners 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

President Yitzhak Navon last 
week urged Israelis to abandon the 
notion that "the whole world is 
against us.” He also asked them to 
foster friendly personal ties with 
foreigners in the hope that they will 
lead to better relations between 
Israelis and citizens of other 
countries throughout the world. 

Addressing an assembly of 
leaders of Israel friendship societies 
at Beit Hanassi, Navon said it was 



Knesset rejects ‘equality’ 
for Reform, Conservatives 


Transport Minister Haim Landau 
is recovering from the amputation 
of his right foot. 

He was admitted to Hadassah 
Hospital in Jerusalem recently after 
an excess of sugar in his blood had 
led to n massive blood dot in the 
fool, doctors at the hospital said. 


A Sh in ui party bill that would give 
equal rights to the Conservative and 
Reform movements in Israel failed 
lo pass its preliminary reading in ihe 
Knesset last week by a vote of 42- 
26. 

The majority consisted of ihe 
couliiion factions, Tehiya, and Mor- 
dcchui Elgrabli (Independent). All 
the other opposition parties voted 
for the bill. 

The object of the bill was to 
authorize Conservative and Reform 
rabbis to perform marriages here 
and to obtain for the two move- 


ments. government funds on an 
equal basis with Orthodox institu- 
tions. 

Justice Minister Moshe Nissjm 
said in reply that he did not wish lo 
engage in a philosophical or 
historical discussion of ihe 
problems involved. 

He said thut the bill would upsei 
the status quo in religious mailers 
thul has existed since 1948 — an 
arrangement which, he asserted, 
"enables the co-existencc of 
streams and viewpoints in Israel." 


wrong to assume that Israel's infor- 
mation efforts abroad are doomed 
to failure on the grounds that “the 
Arabs have oil aqd the UN." . 

Visitors’ images of a country, he 
added, are the result of their con- 
tacts with a small number of people. 
"These contacts may not change 
their governments' policies, but at 
least it may make it harder lo be 
anti-Israel, or make governments a 
little ashamed to be so." 

Last week’s meeting was the-first 
of volunteers who heaiL4i 
friendship societies in Israel 


The astounding operations of 

Ihe Israel Air Force do 
not occur by themselves. 

How do they happen? 

Who has not been Impressed by the Long range operations of 
the Air Force, by the extraordinary ability of the pilots, and the 
inexhaustible improvisations! capability of the mechanics? All 
these require prolonged and hard exercises, and long hours of 
flight training, and skilled teams of experienced instructors. 

Only your contribution to the Fund for the Strengthening of 
Israel's Defence ("LIBI"} may intensify the training as required 
by our security situation. 

J Take "LIBI" to heart 

This means the defence of Israel 







How to contribute 



PLEA8E apply to one of ths 
contribute to the account of 
Israel's Defence: 

a. BankLeuml 

b. Bank Hapoalim 
o. Bank Dtaoount 

d. Bank Hamlcrahl Hamsuhad 
Or send your contribution to 
Israel's Defence, 17 Rehov 
Aviv. Israel. 


following major banks, and 
the fund for Strengthening 

Account No. 213SB9/0B 
Account No. 0B- 40 3223 
Account No. 980-2221 1 1 
Account No. 118-811447 
theJFund for Strengthening 
Deist,' Hakirya. 84734, Tel 


Donate generously and you will have the pleasant feeling 
of having contributed to Israel's secqrity. 


m 
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For every gift-giving occasion 


THE MINHAGIM 

The Cuatmni and Ceremonlu of 
Jiidalint. Their Origins and Rallonak 
by Abraham Chill 

• A detailed guide to Ihe religious 
practices in Ihe life or a Jew — 
weekdays, holidays, fast days, 
special occasions from cradle to 
grave. 

• The reason for our lime-honored 
minhagtm drawn from Talmud, 
Midrash, the Codes and Ihe 
Kabbalah. 

« Scores of charming illustrations. 

• A Jewish Book Council selection. 


Tlifi MftV HiHSiM 

**mesas ma^ ' , 

tfruSvm to • • 


J66 pageaUe luxe gift edition SlJ.95/paperback 57.95 





MY JEWISH ROOTS 

A Practical Guide to 1>adng and 
Recording Your Genealogy and 
Family History 
by David Kranifer 

• The first “how-to" book on 
genealogy with a traditional 
Jewish orientation. 

• Instructions on how to crente an 
“oral history”. 

_• Maps and charts. Lists of Jewish 
archives and libraries. 

• Large 8 Vi" x 11“ size, profusely 
illustrated. 

112 pageVST.W. 


Frvm your btutksdkr or dhvctly-froin 

SEPHER-HERMON PRESS, INC. 

53 /'ark Place (Suite 503), New York. NY 10007 
Tel. (212)349-1860 


l 'or n full selection of (/uolift/'iiooks of Jewish 
interest, risii ns at our new location two blocks 
north (.;/ the World Dude Center, or send for a 
free copy of ScphcriXavs. 


It's great to have 
a friend meet you 
at the airport ... 

. ... we'll be waiting for you. " 

THIS WEEK IN ISRAEL, free at Ben Gurion Airport and all 
major hotels. 


APARTMENT F£)R SALE 
IN BEERSHEBA 
Nbw luxury apartment. 414 rooms. 1 14 
aq.m.. 1 ft baths, elevator, central: 
heating, on Rahov Rambam. 
Contact Oded. 02-781739. or in 
New York: David, (212) 339-4420. 


Please Hell 


FOR SALE 

Excellent business opportunity for ex- 
perienced deli/rest, person. In So. 
California. Currently Qlatt Kosher, more 
suitable for Kosher Style. Established 
clientele. 

Reply: Box no. Al. Jerusalem Post, 
1 10 E. B9 8t, New York, N.Y. 10022. 






... UI to care far tibmelea* 
and suffering animals. 
MAKE THE NEW YEAR 
BETTER FOR ANIMALS 
AS WELL 
Contribute to the - 
I.SP.CA. (non -profit) 

• T»l_ AdV. 30 Sfisme Strert. 
Veto, Israel 


, CENTRAL HOTEL 
, JERUSALEM 
High Stindiid — 
Fill Prices 

I Located in City Can- 
| ire near shopping and 
(Holy Plsui. Kosher 
.Restaurant on 
premises. Traditional 
‘ stmoiptisrs. 

1 8 Pines 9L, Jsniselam 
► msior eredll cards 
I honoured 

i Tot. 02-223111. 
i _ Tots*: 281 B7. 



HOME NEWS 

Restive staff, money shortage 
cloud hospital’s future 


By MOSHE KOHN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

An e 'cr-growing question mark 
hangs over the future of Jerusalem's 
Shaare Zodek — the privately run 
community "hospital with a heart" 
founded just over a century ago by a 
group of German and Dutch 
Orthodox Jews. 

The doctors' staff committee 
last week presented the administra- 
tion with a series of demands. These 
pertained not to salaries or other 
working conditions, but to certain 
management matters over which 
"we are prepared to go to the end,' 1 
one doctor told The Jerusalem Post 
'But he did not spell them out. 

This follows a week-old strike 
threat by the rest of Shaare Zedck’s 
staff over what they allege is the un- 
fair manner in which the hospital is 
carrying out its latest retrenchment 
programme and management's al- 
leged failure to set an example In 
the economy drive. 


The general staff committee (not 
including the doctors) is scheduled 
to meet with management this 
week, after which it will recom- 
mend further action to the staff. 

The hospital is deeply in 
debt as .a result of an 
ambitious building and staffing 
programme begun many years ago. 
H had the approval of previous 
health and finance ministers, with 
an eye not merely to Jerusalem's 
current needs but to. those of 50 
years hence. 

The recent recession and Finance 
Minister Yigael Hurvitz’s retrench- 
ment demands have — temporarily, 
it is hoped — put paid to that 
dream. The hospital cut back from 
1,250 to 970 job slots a year ago, 
when it moved to its new premises 
in the Bayit Vegan area of 
Jerusalem. Now it has to eliminate 
another 1 20 slots by April 1 in order 
to qualify for more government 
help. 


Tonga prince sees Navon 


By JIIDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Crown Prince Topoutoa of Tonga 
— a chain of 150 Pacific islands — 
called on President Yitzhak Navon 
al Beil Hanussi last week. 

The 32-year-old crown prince, 
who serves as his country's foreign 
und defence minister, is an official 
guest of the Foreign Ministry. He is 
visiting Christian holy sites, a kib- 
butz and solar energy facilities. 

Topoutoa told the president (hat 
his country, which won its indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1970, reels 
friendly towards Israel. The Polyne- 
sian nut ion' is not u mem her or the 
UN, except for some of its affiliated 
organizations — out of choice. 

“You save a lot of trouble if 
you’re not a member," Navon 
noted. 

Tongu, with a population of 120,- 
000 is located about midway bet- 
ween Samoa and Fiji. The country's 
main exports are bananas and 
coconuts. Tonga also has some oil. 

Since most of the population are 
Methodists — missionaries first 
arrived on the islands in 1822 — the 
Tongans are Bible readers and feel 
connected to Israel. 




Crown Prince Topoutoa 


The Sandhurst-educated crown 
prince said he was surprised ui 
"how green Isrucl is." Israel, he ad- 
ded, has a reputation for advanced 
scientific and technological 
knowledge, and he is interested in 
applying some of it to benefit 
Tonga. 

With his smiles and understated 
complimcnls, he impressed his 
Israeli hosts that there is a hasis lor 
Tonga's other nunie, the Friendly 
Islands. 


Rights of-Sabbath-observers 


A bill protecting the rights of peo- 
ple who do not want to work on the 
Sabbath passed its first reading in 
the Knesset last week. 

Yehuda Ben-Meir (National 
Religious Party), who initiated the 
bill, described it as "not a religious 
law but a social law, another layer in 
our legislation to protect the wage- 
earner." 

Five Alignment speakers, plus 
Uri Avnery (Shell) and Shulamit 
Aloni (CRM) disagreed. It was not a 
social law at all, they held, but one 
that introduced inequality between 
one worker and another. 

The bill does not mention the 
word "religious" or "traditional" 
Jew. It prohibits discrimination in 
the hiring or advancement of any 
worker wno informs his employer in 
writing that he wishes to observe the 
official day of rest. The worker need 
not define himself as a "Sabbath 
observer." 

Excepted from the bill's applica- 
tion are plants or institutions whose 
work involves the protection of 
public security, safety, or health. 

. Another qualification is that the 
worker may not change his mijjrf 
Even if he changes Tus way of life 


and henceforth wishes to observe 
the Sabbath, the bill denies him its 
protection. 

"I know this is a problem, but I 
have no solution,” Ben-Meir said. 

Histadrut labour federation 
Secretary-General Yeroham 
Meshel led the Alignment attack, 
arguing that the bill would create in- 
soluble problems for plants like the 
oil refineries and tne phosphate 
Works where the furnaces operate 
around the clock, with three shifts, 
seven days a week. 

. Both Moshe Amar and Chaike 
Grossman (Align ment-Mapam) as- 
serted that Ben-Meir's submission 
of his bill was simply part of the 
NRP-Aguda competition for the 
votes of Orthodox Jews. 

Ben-Meir Insisted that no non- 
religious worker would be "forced" 
to do extra Sabbath duty because of 
his bill, because the “days of the 
Messiah have not yet come" and 
there were plenty of workers eager 
for the Sabbath-work premiums. 

POST. — - A post office branch was 
opened in Jerusalem 'a Ramot sub- 
urb last week. 
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Handicapped 
give part of 
pay to State 

By MARY HIRSCHFELD 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — Residents of the Beit 
Hanna Hostel for the retarded on 
Mount Carmel last week presented 
Labour and Social Affairs Minister, 
Israel Katz with a cheque for 1521,- 
400, one third of their earnings in 
1980, which they returned to the 
state, "in payment and gratitude for 
the help received." . 

This is the second year running 
Beit Hanna residents have ^chosen 
to divide their income in three 
parts: one third goes back to the 
stale, one third helps keep the 
house and the rest is deposited in 
their bank accounts. 

Fifteen people live today at Beit 
Hanjia, all between the ages of 20 
and 3tF moved Into the 

hostel, whiehmoved-in- J anuary 
1977, most agreed to leave the 
protection of less demanding jobs to 
start working in schools and fac- 
tories. 

Each of “these people would now 
be costing- the country IS3.Q00- 
1S3.500 a month," Katz remarked. 
“It is simply remarkable that Akim 
— the national organization for 
rehabilitating the retarded, which 
operates the hostel — succeeded in 
rehabilitating them to such an ex- 
tent that they cun now not only 
largely support themselves but also 
help the country," he added. 

The minister also rioted that he is 
prepuring a law requiring every 
company which gels u government 
contract to employ n certain num- 
ber of disabled. "We know that 
when unemployment increases 
these are the first to suffer, and we 
must find u way to prevent that," he 
said. 

Policewoman to 
aid of tourists 

TEL AVIV (Him). - A 
policewoman put up two French 
tourists, and their children in her 
home here two weeks ago until the 
French consulate could make 
arrangements to return them lo 
France. 

The tourists told the police they 
were divorced women caring f° r 
, their xyytai children. While they 
were in Eilat, they snid, their money 
wus stolen from' them and the 
French consulate placed them ins 
; cheap hotel in Tel Aviv. 

However, they und their children 
| left the hotel because of its dubious 
character, they said. So 
policewoman lrii Molcho, who was 
on duly nt the station al the time, 
volunteered to put them up In her 
home. _ 

Suicides in army 

Sixteen soldiers committed 
suicide during the past six month!, 

, the Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
I Defence Committee was told, last 
week. 

Maj.-Gen. Moshe Nativ, head of 
the army’s manpower bring, 
stressed tnat none of the su * c j { v* 
occurred because of harassment oy 
superiors. He said five of the 
soldiers, including one woman, 
killed themselves because of imre- 

a uited love; two because they wet® 
epressed at not being promote®, 
and three because of psychologic^ 
disturbances. He did not specify th® 
reasons for the o.ther six suicides- • 
Nativ said there were 55 fetal 
road accidents in the army w JJ 1 ® 
past six months. He also said that 
measures to reduce training acci- 
dents had cut their number 
significantly. 
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Crowds throng Bethlehem's Manger Square on Wednesday night, Christmas eve. 


Clearing skies aid Christmas rites 


By ARY EH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Christmas day rites in Bethlehem 
livened up last week as the weather 
cleared after ruin hud subdued 
Christmas eve festivities. 

The rain stopped shortly before 
the midnight mass that marks the 
start of Christmas. 

The pilgrims to Bethlehem and 
Nnzurcih included several dozen 
Maroniles, who had crossed the 
border front South Lebanon. 

Midnight muss, held before 1,000 
congregants in St. Catherine's 
Church in Bethlehem, was transmit- 
ted by closed -circuit television onto 
a screen in Manger Square and 
broadcast on Israel Television. The 
three major U.S. television 
nei works received 30 minutds of the 
Israel Television broadcast. 

Only 4.000 pilgrims — less than 
one-third the usuul number — 
arrived in Manger Square lo watch 
the High Pontifical M id nigh l Mass. 

"The square Has never been as 
empty ys this on Christmas Eve for 
13 years.” said the head of the 
Bethlehem tourist office. "And 
many of the people who have turn- 
ed up seem to be locals," 

The tourist office head said that 
an average of 12,000-15,000 tourists 
attended mass in previous years. 

Israeli dignitaries and New York’s 
Jewish mayor, Edward Koch, were 
among the 400 invited guests at Ihe 
mass, which ends with the placing of 
an effigy of Jesus in the un- 
derground grotto where tradition 
says the Holy Manger lay. 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij, in a 


Christmas message, called for an 
end to "this wave of hatred and con- 
frontation" and for Arabs and 
Israelis to live "ns good neighbours 
and equal neighbours." 

The loudspeaker system was 
closed down earlier in ihe evening 
because of the rain and ihe danger 
of electrocution. 

But ;is midnight approached, the 
rain eased mid the speakers were 
switched on. Yet during the carol 
service it was easier to hear ihe 
crackle of the soldiers' walkie- 
talkies i lull ihe voices of the six 
chmrs in must parts of the square 

One of the choirs comprised 
schoolchildren from France aged 12 
and upwards and another came 
from South West Africa (Namibia). 

Catholic festivities began earlier 
in the day with a colourful af- 
ternoon procession by the Latin 
Patriarch from his headquarters in 
Jerusalem. Preceded by policemen 
on four while horses. Monsignor 
Giacome Giuseppe Behritii was 
escorted into Bethlehem by hun- 
dreds of Arab boy scouts beating 
drums and blaring trumpets and 
bagpipes. 

Soldiers stood shoulder to 
shoulder lo clear a path for the 
patriarch through a crowd pressing 
forward for a clear view. 

The patriarch, in white and 
scarlet vestments, marched between 
two rows of priests in white, gold 
and crimson capes into the church. 

Earlier, Gideon Patt, Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Tourism, 
arrived in Bethlehem to check over 
final arrangements. He was shown 


around the new municipal centre by 
Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij. 

Patt told Freij: "Our ministry 
regards the holy sites in Bethlehem 
as important as those in Jerusalem. 
Nazareth and elsewhere in Israel.” 

Several crimes marred the 
festivities. Thieves broke into a 
Bethlehem home during the even- 
ing, taking jewellery, foreign cur- 
rency and religious ornaments. 
Police caught a pickpocket red- 
handed. and arrested several dozen 
persons for drunkenness — in- 
cluding a group of tourists from Fiji 
"li.« went on a rampage around 
Manger Square. 

The new “International Christian 
Embassy” in Jerusalem sent a 
Christmas Day appeal to the U.S., 
British, and West German govern- 
ments and to the heads of all the 
Christian denominations in the 
world, asking them lo intervene to 
protect the Christians of the 
Lebanese town of Zahleh, shel- 
led by Syrian forces last week. 

The Eastern Orthodox churches 
will celebrate their Christmas in 
Bethlehem on January 6 and 7, and 
the Armenian community will 
celebrate Christmas on January 18 
and 19. 

Merchants in Nazareth reported 
weak Christmas sales and blamed 
inflation. An artificial Christmas 
tree, imported from England or 
Japan, cost IS800 this year, com- 
pared with IS 1 50 last year. The 
price of gift wrapping paper in- 
creased tenfold in the past 12 
months. 


El Al pilot get&48-month sentence 


TEL AVIV (Itlm). El Al captain 
Akiva Pressman, who in November 
was convicted on gold-smuggling 
charges, was sentenced to 18 
months in prison and fined IS350,- 
000 by the district court here last 
week. 

Pressman, 48, was arrested in the 
Hat of Michal Adar, in Ra'anana 
just after he had transferred 50 
kilograms of smuggled gold. Former 
stewardess Adar, two Jerusalem 
students — Yehoshua Weisel and 
Moshe Dublinger — and Shalom 
Baruch, a station manager on Arkia 
Inland Airlines, were arrested on the 
same night. 

Baruch, 45, was convicted of 
illegal possession of S3 1 ,000 he was 
holding on the night of the arrest. 

Dublinger and Weisel, both con- 


victed of illegal possession of, and 
dealings in, foreign currency, were 
sentenced to four months in jail. 

Adar was exonerated of all guilt 
in the case. 


U.S. Senator visits here 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Carl Levin, Democratic member 
of the U.S. Senate from Michigan, 
was in Israel last week as part of a 
fact-finding mission for the sub- 
committee of the Senate Armed 
Forces Committee which is overr 
seeing the proposed U.S. Rapid 
Deployment Force. 

The RDF is a special mifitaryunit 
being. planned for use in event of a 
threyt to Middle Eastern oil fields. 


City Resumes garbage 
pickup in Mea Shearim 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Municipal garbage collection has 
resumed in Jerusalem's Orthodox 
Jewish Mea Shearim' 
neighbourhood after a three-week 
break. 

A municipal spokeswoman said 
reinforced sanitation teams would 
remove the accumulated garbage 
and replace the garbage bins 
destroyed during recent demonstra- 
tions by Mea Shearim youths 
against the desecration of the Sab : 
bath in the Capital, and alleged viola- 
tions of the new anti-autopsy law by 
pathologists al Hadassah Hospital. 

She said work was being resumed 
in response to appeals by an in- 
creasing number of organized 
groups in Mea Shearim. 







THE WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

Jerusalem, December I960, Tevet 5741 n H a 


Department for Torah Education and Culture 


JERUSALEM AWARD 


The Department wishes to announce that its annual prize for ex 
cellence in Torah Education in the Diaspora will be presented by the 
President of the State of Israel on Yoin Yerushalayim, June 1. 1991 
(Iyer 28, 5741) at a special assembly in the Presidential Residence. 


The award is given to encourage and give recognition to those who 
have achieved outstanding distinction in their work on behalf ol 
Torah Education throughout the Jewish world. 


Three categories have been selected for recognition this year: 

1. Community and Lay Leadership 

2. EducetoriTaacher Emissaries 

3. Diaspora Teachers/Educators 

A committee headed by mi Israeli District Judge hos been set up to 
receive recommendations irom around the world and to recommend 
awards. The names of candidates and die reasons for their uominn 
tion should be sent, to arrive by April 1. 1981 (Adar Bet 2G. 574 li to 
the: Jerusalem Award Committee. Department tor Torah Eduintiun 
and Culture, P.O.B. 92, Jerusalem. Israel 91920 


PARENTS MEMORIALIZED BY AMBULANCE 
GIFT TO ISRAEL 



New York: Isaac and Jetta Bauman and Abraham and Dora Kreigcr 
have been memorialized by their children. Mr. Bnd Mrs. Bernard 
Bowman of Scarsdale, N.Y., by the gift of u fully equipped am- 
bulance to Magen David Adorn (MDA). Israel's ambulance service. 
Dedicating the vehicle are (r-1) Mr. and Mrs. Bowman; David Sid- 
man. National Director, American Red Magen David for Israel. 
Mr. Sidman presented the Bowmans with the coveted ARMDI 
Pikuah Nefesh Award, and thanked them on behalf of the countless 
Israelis who will benefit from this gift of life. "There is no better uuy 
to perpetuate the memory of loved ones," said Mr. Sidman "than an 
ambulance bearing their names, which will provide for so mans a 
second chance of life.” 

American Red Magen David for Israel (ARMDI). sole U.S. support 
arm in the U.S. or MDA, is headquartered al 888 Seventh Avenue. 
New York. N.Y. 10106. Tel. 212-757- 1627. Advi. 


JEWISH INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND 

Klryat Moshe — Jerusalem 

i 

' The board, staff and children of the institute 
extend best wishes to our loyal friend 

Mr. Sidney Hillman — London, England 

Chairman of Our British Aid Commlitea 

on the occasion of his 76th birthday. 

Chaim Reshelbach Rabbi Aviezer fiurateln 

Director General Chairman of the Board 
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THE POLITICAL WEEK 


Hi ASHKR WALLF1SH and 
ARYEH Rl HINSTEIN 
Post Kncuel Reporters 

The Knesset last week defeated 

— b> n n ote of 53 to 39 — a motion 
for the agenda by MK Moshe 
Dujan cullmg for debate on the im- 
mediate transfer of civilian 
authority to local Arab residents of 
the West Bank and Gaia Strip. 

Taking the rostrum to reply for 
the government. Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin called Dayan's 
motion unwise since direct applica- 
tion of autonomy — prior to full 
agreement between the U.S., Israel 
mid Fgypl over Palestinian self-rule 

— would constitute a violation of 
the Camp David accords. 

Presenting his motion, Dayan 
said: 

“1 propose that the Knesset 
decide to establish u self-governing 
authority for the Arabs of (he ad- 
ministered territories. 

•‘The transfer of powers from the 
military government to the self- 
governing authority of the Arab 
residents will not diverge Tram the 
framework of peace set down at 
Camp David... 

“The transfer of powers will be 
curried out by Israel through the 
military government, independen- 
tly. and not in place of the negotia- 
tions being conducted by Israel. 
Egypt and the U.S. regarding the 
implementation of the autonomy 
agreement. 

"The source of authority will 


Begin says immediate transfer of civil authority is unwise 

Dayan’s ‘autonomy now’ rejected 


remain with Israel, and Israel will 
huve the right to return to the slants 
quo in those places and in those 
cases in which it finds this vitally 
necessary... 

“This proposal pertains to self- 
government of people and not 
territories. 

“The Israel Defence Forces will 
be the only army in the territories 
and will determine its bases as it 
sees fit. in order to preserve the 
security of Israel... 

“The Arab representatives with 
whom Israel will discuss the transfer 
of the powers of the military 
government to the self-governing 
authority arc the mayors of the prin- 
cipal Arab cities. They will be able 
to include in the consultations other 
Arabs from among the residents of 
the territories... 

"The transfer of powers will in- 
clude the civilian offices: 
ugriculture, health, transport 
finance, police, etc... 

“The question of sources for 
financing (he self-governing 
authority will be discussed by both 
parties. Possibilities include finan- 
cial aid from Arab states or from 
European or American sources 
provided that those funds are not 
diverted into anti-Israel activities.., 


"Though Israel proposes to the 
mayors of the territories that they 
take self-government upon them- 
selves. if they refuse, no pressure 
will be pul* on them to acquiesce, 
and the status quo will remain... 

"At this time, the central ques- 
tion in our foreign policy is our rela- 
tions with the Palestinian Arabs. We 
must therefore take the initiative in 
this matter — and I don’t mean ver- 
bal initiative, but practical action. 
However important written agree- 
ments are. the reality created is 
more important. In our life with the 
Arabs of the territories we have the 
possibility of changing the reality 
even without an agreement signed by 
both parlies." 

The former foreign minister said 
talks he has held with local Palesti- 
nian leaders led him to believe that, 
while all of them might reject his 
proposals publicly, some would ac- 
cept and implement them privately. 

Prime Minister Begin told the 
Knesset that Dayan's proposal was 
unwise. 

There were five defections in the 
coalition ranks. Yitzhak Perelz and 
Zalman Shoval (Likud-Rafi), Ehud 
Olmert (Likud-La’am), and David 
Glass (National Religious Party) 
voted with the opposition, and 


Avraham Katz (Likud-Libcruls) 
abstained. 

AH the opposition factions voted 
with Dayan with the exception of 
the Communists, who abstained, 
and Poalei Agudat Yisrael, which 
voted with the coalition. 

Begin said that there was no 
reason to despair of the autonomy 
negotiator, which would be con- 
tinued even after U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan takes over. 
Meanwhile, it would be dangerous 
for Israel to engage in “unilateral 
experiments," 

Begin said that under (he Camp 
David accords the implementation 
of autonomy in the territories is ex- 
plicitly made conditional on the 
election of an administrative coun«_ 
cil. Until such a council is elected, 
the status quo continues. 

If Dayan's plan were adopted, 
Begin suid, Israel would be creating 
a "very negative precedent" of 
deviating from the Camp David ac- 
cords, which constituted a single 
whole. 

There was a basic political 
problem here, Begin said. At Camp 
David, Israel had tried to ensure — 
and he thought it had succeeded — 
that if an autonomy agreement were 
reached no “Arafatist" state would 


rise in the West Bank or Gaza, or 
uny corridor liable to lead to the 
establishment of such a state. 

Israel must not budge from that 
position. Begin said,' 

Rejecting Begin’s contention that 
his initiative might sabotage the of- 
ficial talks, Duyun said: “Begin 
suggested that the negotiations last 
12 months, and 18 have already 
elapsed without anything hap- 
pening. The political chungeovers in 
Washington and Jerusalem will 
mean many more months of 
paralysis anyway, so I don't see 
what there is to sabotage." 

Dayan said he would talk 
autonomy to any local Arab from 
the urens who was not in prison or 
fucing charges. 

“We will control the borders and 
we won’t let anybody in from the 
PLO. But wc know that Karim 
Khalaf (mayor of Ramallah) repre- 
sents the PLO, and there’s no 
reason why he should not consult 
''^tk'-JUGleadcrs outside if he 

wants,” Dliyan-^aicL 

He warned that Israeli inaction 
might improve the chances of the 
European initiative to amend 
Security Council 242 on the Middle 
East crisis, or establish a new princi- 
ple of self-determination, for the 
Palestine Arabs. 

After his motion was defeated, he 
said in the dining room: "One day 
they will yet deign to bend down 
und take my proposal out of the 
waste basket." 



Two German 

terrorists 

released 

By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Correspondent 

Two German terrorists, Brigitte 
Schultz and Thomas Reuter, con- 
victed oT planning to shoot down an 
El A I airliner, have been released 
from Israeli prisons after serving 
just under half of their ten-year 
terms. 

Three Arab terrorists, arrested 
with them at the lime of the plot in 
January 1976. were sentenced to 18 
years in prison and remain in 
custody. 

Schultz and Reuter were 
originally sentenced to ten years, 
but the sentence was reduced by 
Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan. 
They were represented at their trial 
by two Israeli lawyers, selected by 
them, and the proceedings were at- 
tended by a member of the German 
embassy staff and the Red Cross. 

The German pair were released 
some six weeks before the five years 
’ were up as gesture for the Christmas 
• season. 

In their confessions — made im- 
mediately after their capture — the 
two admitted that they were sent to 
shoot down the aircraft by George 
Habush’s Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. Foreign 
reports say the incident was in 
Kenya, but last week Israeli officials 
refused to confirm this. 

They were trained in the use of 
arms and ummunilion by Hahash in 
Aden. They later came under per- 
sonal command of Wadie Haadud. 
the man in charge of the PFLP’s 
foreign operations, who among 
other attacks planned the Lod mas- 
sacre, the hijacking of the Air 
France airliner to Entebbe (where 
one of ihe conditions for the release 
of the hostages was the release of 
Schultz and Reuter), the hijacking 
of a Lufthansa airliner to 
Mogadishu, and the attack on an El 
Al plane in Zurich last 
Independence Day. 

Details of the episode are still 
clouded in mystery, the trial having 
been held behind closed doors. 
However, it seems that Schultz and 
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Schultz and Rearer 


Reuter were only accomplices in 
the plot to shoot down the El Al 
plane, this explaining their shorter 
sentences compared to the three 
Arabs, all of.whom were involved in 
previous operations against Israel. 

Both born in 1951, Schultz and 
Reuter were members of a radical 
group called the “Society for the 
Prevention of Atrocities and Tor- 
ture against Prisoners," which was 
affiliated to the notorious Bader- 
MeinhofT terrorist group. 

Schultz, code-named “Slava" for 
the El Al operation, comes from a 
home with very strong leftist ten- 
dencies and apparently was the 
more radical of tne (wo. It was she 
who persuaded Reuter (o undergo 
training in Aden, and she set the 
tone throughout the trial and during 
their imprisonment. • 

Reuter, code-named "Hasson,’’ 
comes from a wealthy family. His 
family has no known political con- 
nections. 

According to their handwritten 
confessions, they went to Aden in 
December 1 975 and underwent 
weapons training at a camp run by 
the PFLP. Here they agreed lo a re- 
quest from Huddaa to travel to a 
country, named by foreign sources 
as Kenya, and help in the shooting 
down of an El Al airliner in January 
1976 with a shoulder-held missile. 
They were introduced to the three 
Arab members of the gang, now in 
Israeli custody. All five were 
arrested minutes before they were 
in position to carry out the attack. 
They were flown to Israel where 


their arrest was kept a closely guar- 
ded secret. 

In December 1976, they were for- 
mally charged on three counts al 
the military court in Lod, but the 
opening of their trial was postponed 
until July 1977 due to a disagree- 
ment over who would represent 
them. 

Only in September 1979 was sen- 
tence handed down, and this after 
the prosecution concluded a deal 
with the defence, whereby the two 
would be sentenced to ten years on 
three charges: interference with 
Israel's lines of communication, 
membership in an illegal and hostile 
organization, and training with 
weapons and explosives. Tne first 
charge carried a penally of ten 
years. The second eight, and the last 
five. 

It was also ugreed at the time that 
all sentences would run con- 
currently, starling from the date of 
their arrest, and that the Chief of 
Staff would commute their sentence 
to a total of five years. The decision 
was taken in consultation with 
government officials who took into 
consideration that the two were 
citizens of a friendly nation, and 
they would notSiavc been actively 
involved in the actual firing al the 
plane. 

Schultz said the treatment after 
the sentence had been “quite fair 
toward the end." 

The Bonn Government 
welcomed their release. There are 
no charges against the pair in Ger- 
many. 


West Bank Jewish settlers 
set up ‘anti-autonomy’ unit 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
YAD SHAPIRA, Gush Elzion - 
The Jewish settlers of the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip last week 
established a council to figlu the 
proposed autonomy or uny al tempi 
lo return the ureas to Jordan should 
Labour return to power. 

If they fail, and the administered 
territories are granted autonomy, 
the settlers want their organization 
to serve as a counterweight to the 
planned Arab autonomy governing 
body. 

Some 40 Jewish West Bank und 
Gaza Strip settlements were 
represented at the new council's in- 
augural ceremony here. However 
most of the 24 Jordan Valley settle- 
ments did not send representatives 
because they oppose the extension, 
of Jewish sovereignty over the Werft 
Bank hill country. 

Spokesmen for the 82 council 
members who met for two 
days told reporters that they will try 


to juin the U.S.-lsracli-Egypiian 
autonomy talks u.s a party to the 
negotiations. 

"There will he Egypt, the govern- 
ment of Israel and the council of 
(Jewish) settlers,” Eliakim Hu'euni 
of Kiryat Arba said. The settlers do 
not trust the government to protect 
them and will try to limit- the Arab 
autonomous body’s powers to an 
organization extending municipal 
services, Reuvon Rosenblatt, the 
chairman oT the Gaza Coast 
Regional Council, suid. 

The settlers said they will light 
any move which may lead to the es- 
tablishment of a Palestinian slate or 
giving parts of the West Bunk back 
lo Jordan. "It won’t merely be a 
vocal opposition," 

•The Jewish West. Bu^;ge\licrs 
believe the I nbour 
the next c I cclons irtidjlhe I'efnr e they 
want to push lor more settlements 
to "prevent any possibility of 
establishing u foreign entity 
anywhere," as Rosenblatt pul it. 


What the Hebrew papers say 


Ha’aretz (Independent) com- 
ments that the problem with the 
Israeli army raids into Lebanon to 
limit the offensive capability of the 
terrorist organizations by pulling 
them on the defensive continuously 
is that they (the raids) cannot 
a . c “ l ® ve results of strategic 
significance. Terrorists are always 
killed; positions, bunkers, weapons 
and vehicles arc always destroyed 
— and still terror continues. 

Ma’arlv (Independent) writes 
about the release of the two West 
German terrorists who were jailed 
I her l, a ' tcr attempting lo shoot down 
I an El Al airliner. The story is not 
i new. After much urging and intcr- 
I cession (from the German 
autnoriliei) Israel agrees to release 
I tne dangerous security prisoners — 
who were caught and sentenced by 
law. And then, after being released, 
they resume their hostile activity 
towards Israel with full vigour. “Is it 
really necessary for Israel to honour 


all the foreign requests and take pity 
on ull the foreign spies and terrorists 
who do not know what pity is? 

Ycdlot Aharonot (Independent) 
condemns the Carter Administrs* , 
tion for joining Israel’s enemies w 
voting for the UN Security Council 
resolution calling on Israel to allow 
the return of exiled West Bank 
mayors. The paper says the U.a. 
Administration had erred when “ 
claimed that Israel's High Coon 
had requested the Israel cabinet not 
to re-expel the mayors. The Hig" 
Court “did not determine that tneir 
expulsion violated the Geneva con- 
vention. And why this reliance on 
Geneva? The State Department 
then added to their sins by cco*.: 
suring Israel for not waiting quietly 
for arab terrorists to come to our 
country, and for trying lo preempt 
their arrival by attacking tneir 
bases. And even if it is not known 
what the new administration in in* 
U.S. will bring, it’s a good thing that 
the old one is going. 
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Cabinet decides against Golan annexation bill 


By ROBERT ROSENBERG 
and ARYEH RUBINSTEIN 
The cabinet will not support a bill 
to annex the Golan Heights because 
there is not, at present, a "national 
consensus" on the issue in the 
Knesset. 

Monday's two-hour cabinet 
meeting ended with a decision in 
favour of striking MK Geula 
Cohen's (Tehiyu) Golan annexation 
bill from the Knesset agenda. 

(As a result, the two-man 
nationalist faction has postponed 
presentation of MK Cohen’s bill.) 

The- cabinet voted 1 5-2, with one 
abstention, to send Justice Minister 
Moshe Nissim to the Knesset to ask 
that the Tehiya motion be dropped. 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
did not express his personal .views 
on the issue, though some cabinet 
sources believe that the premier 
vroukl-like to make some legislative 
move to assure the Golan settlers of 
the permanency of their residence 
on the Heights. . 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
spoke out strongly against the 
Golan hill. He referred to the inter- 
national uproar caused by Cohen's 
previous bill, on Jerusalem, and 
warned thdt annexation of the 
Golan would be “most damaging" 
to Israel's international position. 

Finance Minister Yigael Hurvitz 
and Agriculture Minister Ariel 
Sharon, who voted in the minority, 
both felt that liming was "ir- 
relevant." They suid that after the 
previous weekend’s Israeli pre- 
emptive strike raids into Lebanon, a 
Golun annexation bill would be 
“most appropriate." 

Shuron indicated that he would 
vote for any bill to annex the Golan 


— regardless of the government's 
position. 

The abstaining minister at Mon- 
day’s meeting was Energy Minister 
Yitzhak Moda’i. , 

The cabinet specifically asked 
coalition leaders to discuss with the 
Alignment a possible Golan bill that 
would gain an overwhelming ma- 
jority in the Knesset. 

Meanwhile, U.S. officials were 
relieved that the Israel cabinet had 
decided to defer action on a 
proposed bill in the Knesset to an- 
nex the Golan Heights. The 
Americans strongly oppose the 
measure — as they did the 
Jerusalem Bill, which passed the 
Knesset earlier this year. 

On Wednesday of last week. 
Justice Minister Nissim. speaking 
for the government, said the Golan 
is different from both Sinui and the 
Rafiah Approaches, and "Israel will 
not go down from the Golan." 

He was replying lo a no- 
confidencc motion presented by 
Moshe Shamir of the Tehiya fac- 
tion. 

The impetus for the motion was 
the government's decision not to 
support, the bill of Tehiyu’s Geula 
Cohen which would apply Israeli 
law to the Golun. 

The motion did not win the sup- 
port of any other faction and was 
defeated by a vole of 56-2, with 42 
abstentions. 

The majority consisted of the 
coalition, Ahva, Assaf Yaguri 
(Yu' ad), und Mordcchai Elgrabli 
(Independent). All other opposition 
factions abstained. So did Rubbi 
Haim D r u c k m a n (National 
Religious Party). 

Tehiya’s problem was that the 



Justice Minister Nissim... "Israel 
will not go down from the Golan." 

other opposition factions, which 
often support one another's no- 
confidence motions, are in com- 
plete agreement with the govern- 
ment this time. 

As Abba Eban (Alignment) said: 
"When the present government 
takes a wise decision, wc must 
recover from the shock and give it 
our backing, before it returns lo its 
usual ways." 

Moshe Shamir said the Golan must 
become an integral part of Israel: if 
it were returned to Syria, it would 
once again become the launching 
ground for attacks on the settle- 
ments there. But the government’s 
entire policy was paving the way for 
the evacuation of the Golan settle- 
ments. he charged. 

Nissim, who was heckled 
repeatedly by Shamir und Cohen, 
said that Syria would have to decide 
whether it will negotiate a peace 
treaty or continue the state of war. 

Israel could live with cither 
Syrian decision, Nissim said, but it 
would not wait indefinitely. The 
time would come when Israel would 
have to lake unilateral decisions 
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with respect to sovereignty over the 
Golan Heights. 

Regarding the Tehiya bill, he 
said, the government believed that 
this was not the right time for it. 

Cohen: "When yes? When will 
.the time be better?'’ 

Nissim: "Moreover, there is no 
need today to take this step. Your 
bill would do more harm than 
good." 

Druckman, explaining his absten- 
tion, said from the rostrum that a 
law was necessary to make it 
perfectly clear that the Golan was 
pan of the State of Israel. It must be 


stated unambiguously that "the 
tragic case of the Rafiah Ap- 
proaches" would not be repeatea. 

Earlier. Druck man's colleague, 
Yehuda Ben-Meir, said in the mini- 
debate that even in exchange for a 
real peace with Syria, Israel would 
not relinquish the Golan. 

This, Ben-Meir said, was clear 
both from Nissim’s statement on 
behalf of the government and from 
the political resolutions adopted at 
the Labour Party convention lust 
week. 

Meanwhile, the latest Jerusalem 
Post poll, conducted by the Modi’in 
Ezrahi Research Centre, showed 
lust week that u large majority of 
Israelis favours the incorporation of 
the Golun Heights into Israel. 

When usked. "Do you favour the 
extension of Israeli law over the 
Golan Heights and their incorpora- 
tion into Israel?” 60.1 per cent said 
"yes,” l.l per cent said “yes, but 
not now.” 32.7 per cent said "no.'' 
and 6.1 per cent were undecided. 

The responses cut across party 
lines, according to the Modi in 
spokesman. 

i KrfUurlat cutnment, p upt 21. > 


‘Aid victory’ 
for Israel 

Bv WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - In its final 
budget recommendation for the 
coming fiscal year, the Carter ad- 
ministration will propose that 
economic and military aid to Israel 
remain the same as approved by 
Congress this past year. 

Reliable U.S. sources last week 
disclosed that President Jimmy Car- 
ter will include in his last budget 
SI. 4b. in military assistance for 
Israel and 578m. in economic aid. 

Carter’s budget, which may be in- 
creased or cut by the next session of 
Congress, will be released officially 
next munlh before the transition lo 
the Reagan administration on 
January 20. 

Observers here believe that 
Reagan is likely to support the 
recommended economic and 
military aid levels for Israel. 

Sources suggested that the presi- 
dent will recommend in the military 
package the same mix between 
grains and loans us finally approved 
by Congress this year — S500m. in 
grants and the remaining 5940m. m 
loans. Interest will he close to the 
II. S. prime rule, currently about 20 
per cent a year. 

“Let's just hope that Reagan and 
the new Congress go along wiih it." 
one source commented 

Several key Reagan ad- 
ministration olficmls are viewed as 
supportive, including Rep. David 
Stockman (K-Mich.i. the director- 
designate of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget. 
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IT MAY be only n preliminary to’ 
(he real election campaign, bul one 
contest between Premier Menahcm 
Begin arid Labour Puny chairman 
.Shimon Peres is already under way. 
The Termer's target is keeping his 
gosernmeni in office until Novem- 
ber. while the Inner is pushing for 
spring elections. 

The main problem besetting 
Peres and Labour Knesset fuction 
heud Moshe Shahal is how to 
mobilize enough votes to pass a bill 
dissolving the Ninth Knesset, before 
Begin locks his cabinet in until 
November us a caretaker ad- 
ministration, which cannot be top- 
pled by a no-confidence vole. 

Shah u I has already started collec- 
ting signatures to underwrite his 
bill, and fellow MKs arc saying that 
his task would be much easier if 
Peres was not so reluctant to make 
deals with such breakaway MKsas 
Assnf Yagnrl, Yitzhak Yltzhakl, or 
Shlumo Elinliu and Co., all of whom 
arc anxious to secure their political 
futures. 

ONE MAJOR REASON that the 
Likud has backed away from its ten- 
tative support of early elections is 
the fading auav of Yitzhak Rabin's 
disruptive challenge to Labour un- 
ity. and Labour's closing of ranks 
behind Pdres. Another reason is 
that Likud politicians expect great 
tilings to follow the proposed 
merger of its warring factions. Now 
that the Liberal Party presidium, 
chaired by Energy Minister Yitzhnk 
Moda'I. bus given its blessing to the 
union, such Herut party bosses as 
Foreign Minister (and heir- 
apparent) Yitzhak Shamir, Housing 
Minister David Levy, parly 
secretarial chairman Yoram Arldor 
and coalition executive head Halm 
Corfu, are busy contemplating a 
propaganda offensive based on a 
"New Likud" image, and a no- 
holds-barred campaign accusing 
Labour of “selling out to Arafat." 

ANOTHER LIKUD consideration 
is that a centre party led by Ezer 
Weizman would do more harm to 
Labour, a reverse of their previous 
panic rush to head off a Weizman 
build-up. The former defence 
minister has just come back from'an 
American trip, cut short to be at the 
bedside of his critically-ill son, 
Shaul suffering from the after- 
effects of a War of Attrition head 
wound. Flying back with him was 
his close pal, Leon Charney, the 
Wall Street lawyer, who told me 


The election game 


that Ezer received the Louis Bran- 
ded Award from the Zionist 
Organization of America in 
Baltimore, then flew to Dallas to 
take part in a panel on global 
strategy under the auspices of the 
prestigious Texas Lyceum, with 
John Connally, the former Johnson 
and Nixon confidant, introducing 
him as “a world leader in strategy." 

Charney told me that his friend's 
book. The Battle for Peace (his ver- 
sion of the Camp David talks) will 
be released by Bantam Books in 
time for (he Jerusalem Book Fair in 
April. 

Charney says “Ezer has not yet 
made up his mind either way about 
launching u new party." When 
asked about reports that Weizman 
brought hack big financial commit- 
ments to flont his cumpaign, Char- 
ncy smiled enigmatically and said: 
“On that score, you can write that 
Ezer will not have any trouble what- 
soever getting financing” 

WEIZMAN may not yet have 
decided, but there is an already long 
queue of would-be hitch-hikers on 
his band-wagon, the most novel 
group being u brain trust of IS un- 
identified . professors and business 
executives whose spokesman is 
Hebrew University professor 
Shlomo Aharonson. Aharonson talks 
in terms of “a neo-conservative 
party with Ronald Rcngan's brand of 
politics." 

THEN THERE’S the question of 
Moshe Dayan's future. Likud tacti- 
cians aren't worried, noting Dayan's 
famous preference for letting others 
do his political dirty- work. 

NOW THAT the Labour Party con- 
vention is over, victor Peres has 
taken a well-earned holiday. His 
two high-powered Manhattan com- x 
munications advisors — David ■ 
Sawyer and Paul Ness — have gone 
back home, where they have had 
some famous clients' images to 
brush up, particularly that of 
Senator Edward Kennedy. One 
hopes their Israeli customer does 
better than that survivor of 
Camelot. 

It's been said that the PR men's 
expenses were covered by Peres' 
millionaire friend, Jean Frydman, 
who is currently looking for a farm 
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Chaika Grossman... a minister If 
Labour wins. 



Plnhas Zukerman 

in Israel to buy for his son, soon to 
graduate from the Hebrew Univer- 
sity Agriculture Faculty In Rehovot. 

WHEN HE gets back to his desk, 
Peres will have the tough job of fen- 
ding off would-be job-seekers. 

Labour’s top trio seems sure to be 
Peres'; ' Abba Eban, dCiighated 'to 
return to the Foreign Ministry; and 
pBtty secretary-general Haim Bar- 
Lev, a former chief of staff, at the 
Defence Ministry. 

Friends of Bar-Lev do wish he 
would give up his hobby of Indian 
knife-throwing at a board hung on 
his office door. At party HQ they 
talk of an unexpected caller who 
narrowly missed having his throat 
cut; a knife whizzed past as he pop- 
ped his head into Bar-Lev's room. 

Peres will also have to decide on 
;he Treasury slot in his “shadow 
cabinet” — Bank Hapoalim chair- 
man Ya’acov Levinson is seen as a 
natural for the job, but one party 
faction has raised the name of Koor 


Decision on minister’s immunity delayed 


By YORAM BAR 
and ASHER WALLFISH 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 
The Knesset House Committee 
last week postponed its vote on 
whether to lift Religious Affairs 
Minister Aharon Abuhatzeira's 
parliamentary immunity after it was 
learned thal an unidentified man 
had secretly recorded police con- 
versations with Israel Gottlieb — 
the stale's witness confronting 
Abuhatzeira in the bribery charges 
against him — and had also per- 
suaded Gottlieb to testify. 

This revelation, contained in a 
letter to the committee from 
Attorney-General Yitzhak Zamir, 
delayed the committee's scheduled 
vote last week. 

Instead, the committee 
postponed Its decision until this 
week to allow lime for members to 
study transcripts of the eight hours 
of conversation between the man 
and slate's witness Gottlieb. 

[n his letter, Zamir wrote "1 have 
learned that the man who acted on 
behalf of the police met a number of 
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times with Gottlieb. Their conversa- 
tions were surreptitiously record- 
ed.” 

Committee chairman Moshe 
Meron described as "very grave” 
the new development. He pointed 
out that it was not part of the 
material studied by the committee 
during its 25 hours of debate on the 
affair. 

Meanwhile, Zamir, through the 
Justice Ministry spokesman, 
declared that there Is no change in 


general manager Naftall Blumentnl. 
And Peres also has to take into ac- 
count the ambitions of his old 
friend, Knesset Economic Commit- 
tee chairman — and former tran- 
sport minister — Gad Ya'acobi. 

WHATEVER HAPPENS, a Peres 
cabinet will have two women 
ministers. One will be Deputy 
Knesset Speaker Chaika Grossman, 
picked with Victor Shemtov for the 
two Mapam cabinet slots. The 
Labour “women's seal” has three 
main possibles — Deputy Knesset 
Speaker Shoshana Arbeli Almoslino, 
who was a fine Labour Committee 
chairman in the 8th Knesset; hard- 
working Knesset Education Com- 
mittee chairman Ora Namlrj acid 
Na’amat general-secretary Nava" 
Arad. 

MANY LABOUR PEOPLE would 
like Peres to make Chaim Herzog 
his information minister. The 
Ireland-born former ambassador to 
the UN stunned visiting Irish 
Labour leader Frank Cluskey by 
welcoming him in Gaelic during the 
convention. 

Meanwhile, Herzog is forging 
ahead with his Committee for Con- 
cerned Citizens, which has already 
mobilized many people from 
English-speaking countries who 
would like to play a role in public 
life here. I hear that Dutch and 
Scandinavian immigrant groups are 
also thinking of joining. It has 
already attracted such a well-known 
name as U.S.-born Al Schwimmer, 
founder of Israel Aviation 
Industries. 

Many delegates at the Labour' 
Party convention were identified 
with CCC, and Herzog is making a 
bid to get ten seats on the party cen- 
tral committee for such active party 
workers as Netanya city councillor 
Sarah Levin (ex-U.S.), Yeroham 
party branch secretary Michael Bar- 
dov (ex-South Africa) and Michael 
Cohen (ex-Glasgow) of Kibbutz 
Kfar Hannssi. 

I hear that when Peres entered 
the Toscanini room set aside for 
him at the Mann Auditorium, he 
was surprised to see World Sephardi 
Federation president Ncssim Gaon 
already installed in his chair. Gaon 
was brought there by local federa- 
tion head and ex-agriculture 
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minister Aharon Uzan. The latter's 
talk of Gaon's financial contribu. 
tions to the party's coffers repor- 
tedly made little impression.on the 
tired party chairman, who only wan- 
ted to rest Tor a few moments. 

BUT SOME PEOPLE are saying 
that while Peres has certainly been 
polite to Gaon, he's uncomfortable 
about the Geneva financier’s elTorti 
to help Religious AfTairs Minister 
Aharon Abuhatzeira. Gaon's suc- 
cessful bid to get the opposition 
leader behind the Abuhatzeira 
defence effort apparently was at the 
request of Lillian Winn, the 
aggressive president of the 
American Sephardi Federation, 
Mrs. Winn’s efforts to collect 5150,- 
000 to cover Abuhatzeira's litigation 
costs have not gained universal sup- 
port in the New York Jewish com- 
munity, some of whose leaders 
argue that the money should go to 
Ji^lphouse young couples in Israel, 
una^T?jr-r«^3i^^lawyers’ fees. 

Prof. YehczaerHaddadv-the-emi- 
nent eye surgeon and president of 
the U.S. branch of WOJAC, (World 
Organization of Jews from Arab 
Countries), took exception to the 
Winn fund drive, und raised the 
novel idea or the government com- 
miting itself to cover Abuhazteira's 
costs if he wins the case. 

NEW YORK Republican lawyer 
Rita Hauser, who used to speak for 
the U.S. al the UN, has been here 
on a private visit. She told friends of 
her hopes for a senior post in the 
Reagan administration, possibly a 
cabinet post or a place in the 
Supreme Court. However, 
American friends advise me thal her 
initial backing of Connally for the 
Republican nomination is being 
held against her. 

IF' BOTH husband and wife are 
working musicians and have twg 
small children, how do they solve 
the baby-sitting problem? They lake 
them along to concerts, as do 
conductor-violinist Plnhas Zuker- 
man and his wife, flautist Eugenia 
(who Is also a novelist). Occupant! 
of the Mann Auditorium’s platform 
back-row nt last week’s I.P.0. 
Philoclassicn concert kept seeing 
the Zukcmunis popping in to see 
their doll-like daughters, Arlano, 8, 
and TIiuIIh, 5, near the door, facing 
the Toscanini Room where the 
parents rested during breaks in the 
performance. Apart from . pc- 
easiunal fidgets und giggles, Inc girls 
were as good as gold. 


the charge sheet accusing 
Abuhatzeira of bribery and that his 
request for removing the minister’s 
immunity still stands. The minister 
has said he will take a leave of 
absence when the committee votes. 

(Abuhatzeira is to travel to Egypt 
in the coming days, to visit the grave 
of his grandfather). 

Questions pul to Abuhatzeira 
concerned payments allegedly 
made to persons posing as welfare 
cases, but actually made because 
they were closely associated with 
Abuhatzeira, then mayor of Ramie. 

Abuhatzeira’s aides said that the 
minister lost his temper when the 
police told him that dozens of elder- 
ly people all over the country who 
received welfare payments have 
been questioned by the police in 
connection with this affair. 

Abuhatzeira termed such ques- 
tioning harassment of elderly persons 
who had to spend much money and 
time in responding to police sum- 
monses, and who are now in fear of 
being involved in the investigation. 


Chipping at the walls 

A BILL that Would extend the same rights to the Conservative and 
Reform movements that are granted to Orthodoxy was defeated on a 
preliminary reading Wednesday by a vote of 42 to 26. For a measure 
that sought to shatter an apparently sacrosanct status quo in matters 
of religion and the state, the support was flattering . 

There was no chance, of course, that the bill would be passed. Yet_. 
it would be foolhardy for the religious establishment to ignore the 
writing on the Knesset's wall. 

To be sure, there are many people around, the two Chief Rabbis 
for example, who think it perfectly natural that Israel should be the 
only country in the whole free world in which Conservative and 
Reform rabbis are barred from performing marriages. But there is 
also a growing number of people who agree with Shinui MK Amnon 
Rubinstein, who sponsored the Knesset proposal, that this is an 
outrage. 

Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren's answer to the criticism is that only 
Orthodox rabbis are real rabbis, and their Judaism alone is true 
Judaism. The rest — why, they don't even observe kashrut and Shab- 
bat. 

The allegation is certainly not true of Conservative rabbis today, 
nor of many Reform. But it neatly sums up the reason for the 
spreading popular alienation from the Orthodox dogma: the defini- 
tion of Judaism in terms of unreformable law and strict ritual... 

When this version of Judaism is not only allowed a monopoly* hut 
is permitted to expand its domain beyond the status quo, as nas been 
happening lately, a corrective reaction is sooner or later bound to set 
in..., 


- $ 

kL 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


Published weekly: December 28, 1980-January 3, l Ml 


PEOPLE AND ISSUES 


A Jew’s long voyage home 


IN THE YEARS before 1967, 
whenever I was in Jerusalem on 
Christmas Eve, I would drive to 
Kibbutz Ramat Rahel at the 
southern rim of the Jewish sector in 
the then-divided city. 

I would climb to the top of the 
kibbutz water-tower, pock-marked 
and scarred by bullets and shells of 
the 1948 war, and gaze across the 
night-dark valley at the long, long 
serpentine of cars — silent in the 
distance — their dimmed headlights 
like linked and lucent jewels, 
threading slowly along the winding 
road through that part of the Judean 
Hills that was then Jordanian ter- 
ritory. 

At a bend in the road, dominating 
it and the valley below, loomed the 
Brooding ramparts of Mar Elias 
monastery, the thin, occasional glit- 
ter of the gun-barrels of the Jorda- 
nian Arab Lcgionaires signalling 
fear and menace from the 
monastery wuils, the very presence 
of armed men. offending that mo- 
ment and that place,: ■ 

And above it all, the sheen of 
light against the night sky, reflected 
from a source cupped in the hills, 
unseen, unseeable, unreachable — 
for a Jew: Bethlehem. The 
birthplace of another Jew, who 
became the Prince of Peace. 

DURING all those years, from war 
to war to war, from 1948 to 1967, no 
Jew could go from Israeli territory 
to Bethlehem. No Jew could even 
cross the thin stretch of encircling 
no-man's-land that tore Jerusalem 
in two with the Arabs holding the 
holy Old City where stands the 
Western Waii. aff “that ‘remains of 
the Temple, destroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, rebuilt by the 
Jews after the Babylonian exile and 
destroyed again by the Romans un- 
der Titus. 

From 1948 to 1967, we could not 
go to our single most sacred shrine. 
So what matter, then, that we could 
not go to Bethlehem, to your Chris- 
tian place? 

And yet, it mattered. 

For He was Joshua before he was 
Jesus. He was ours before he was 
yours; and a teacher among us, 
before he became your Saviour and 
your Cijrisl. And if we cast Him out 
and denied His divinity then, and 
deny it still — as so we must, being 
Jews, what have so many of you 
Christians done, but embrace the 
shadow and deny the substance? 

Would Christ haye done to his 
Jewish people, in hjs tffne on earth, 
what you Christians ever since have 
done in his name to mine, through 
all the centuries since He was bom 
in Bethlehem? 

With humility, -it-aomarimes 
seems t o me th ai-€hf 1st means more 
to meThS^Hedoes to many of you 
who bend the knee and speak the 
Name. 

THEREFORE, Christmas has 
meaning for me. 

And therefore, as it was an enor- 
mity that armed men through those 
two decades barred my way to my 
most sacred shrine, and that this 
touched you little and grieved you 
not at all; so, also, it was an offence 
that those same armed men through 
those same years barred me from 
the visit — yes, even the pilgrimage 
— that I wished to make to your 
holy place. And that you permitted 
this also, and also gave it no heed, is 
shameful. 

I claim no special gifts for my 
people, except, perhaps, that 
special endurance that is oppres- 


‘I think I was to become 
aware of the import of 
Christmas on the day that I 
began to become — once 
again — a Jew.’ The BBC’s 
Jerusalem correspondent, 
MICHAEL ELKINS tells 
here of how he came to 
take ‘the long voyage 
home.' 


sion’s harsh gift; bul I would point 
out to you that in the decades since 
the 1967 war, in those years that the 
Jewish state has held all the Holy 
Land, no such offence has been 
done to Christian or Moslem, or to 
any other person because of his 
faith. 

Do not mistake my meaning. I do 
not speak for the Israeli military oc- 
cupation of Arab land since 1967. 
All occupying powers do wrong, 
and military occupations are 
justifiable at all — and even then to 
u limited extent — only within the 
categorical imperative of national 
survival. 

I say only that, under the Israeli 
occupation, no holy place is barred 
to any persons who wish to come in 
reverence, in respect, in peuce. This 
sin we Jews have not committed. 

1 HAVE SAJD that Christmas has 
meaning for me. It was not always 
so. It became so when I became a 
Jew — for the second time. Let me 
explain: 

I was born and lived as a child in 
New York's East Side, among Jews, 
most of whom had come in the 
years just before World War 1, flee- 
ing the pogroms and persecutions of 
Eastern Europe, seeking the com- 
passionate promise or the free and 
golden land. 

There weren't any Christians 
where I lived; or if there were, I 
never -met them. The world was 
Jewish; the language in the homes, 
in the shops, in the streets,' was Yid- 
dish. Until I was eight, and my fami- 
ly moved out of that lusty and vivid 
and reeking slum to a rickety flat on 
Broadway and 87th Street — the 
West Side of New York. 

We thereby “bettered” ourselves; 
except that my mother and father 
became shadowy figures, absentee 
parents, out of the fiat at dawn and 
bent all day Over sewing machines 
and steam-irons in a stinking 
sweatshop in the garment district, 
making pretty clothes for others to 
wear. And we, my older brothers 
and I, became scbllssel kinder — - 
“doorkey kids” — brawling in the 
schools and prowling in the streets, 
ill-fed and savage, marked as poor 
by the rags we wore and the keys to 
our homes strung around our necks. 

It was there that 1 learned that it 
is shameful to be ragged and a sin to 
be poor. The Christian kids taught 
us that, and learned from their 
parents to call us "kikes” and 
"Christ-killers.” And when the 
Great Depression devastated 
America and everyone was poor, we 
still, in this neighbourhood which 
• was the whole world, were pariahs 
— the poorest, and Jews. 

The world was suddenly 
"Christian,” and in that world I 
learned a lot. I learned camouflage 



— “If you can’t fight them, join 
them." 

1 could fight. I was lough enough, 
and tricky enough. But there were 
too many of them and loo few of 
me, and you can’t fight all the lime. 
The thing to do, 1 learned, was join 
them; and I remember exactly when 
and how the lesson was learned, 

IT WAS the morning of Christmas 
Eve 1925, a month before my ninth 
birthday. It was very cold. Snow lay 
on the ground, turning to ice. My 
parents were at work, my brothers 
...somewhere. 

I wrapped newspapers under my 
sweater to keep me warm and I stuf- 
fed cardboard in my shoes where 
the soles were nearly worn through, 
and I walked the 53 blocks — 
almost five kilometres — to Macy’s 
Department Store on 34th Street. 

There 1 stood in along queue out- 
side the building with Hundreds of 
other kids, most of them with their 
parents, until we inched into the 
store and along the queue inside, 
and came finally — ■ to Santa Claus. 

I suppose I knew even then that 
he was just a man with phoney while 
whiskers and a pillow stuffed into 
his red costume; but when you're a 
kid, there's a difference between 
what you know and what you really 
know. 

My turn came. I stepped up On 
the platform and leaned close to. 
him in his high chair, and started to 
tell Santa Claus — as one was sup- 
posed to do — what presents ] 
wanted for Christmas. 

Santa opened his mouth, and the 
man whispered: “This ain’t for you,' 
Jewboy; go to your rabbi l" 

I spat at him; and he knocked me 
oiT the platform and I fell among the 
other kids and they began kicking 
me, until their parents hauled roe 
up, and the store police came and 
hustled me out of the building, and 1 
ran along the freezing streets, crying 
— • a Jewish kid, in a Christian 
world, at Christmas tiros. 

THAT'S' WHEN I learned to join 
them. 

I couldn’t become a Christian, 
but I could become lead Jewish. I 
quit the - heder that my parents sent 
me to three evenings a week, 
scrimping and going hungry 
themselves to pay for it. I stopped 
going to synagogue on the high holy 
days. I sat at the table mute and 
without a head-covering on Friday 
evenings when my mother lit the 
candles to welcome the Sabbath. 

1 refused to speak Yiddish at 
homo, and screamed at my parents 
for doing so. "Be American!" I yel- 
led, “Americans speak English! 
English — not Yiddish!" And so I 
lost that flowing and beautiful 
language; as I lost or abandoned the 
rest of my Jewish heritage. 


It happens all the time, or course, 
and not only to Jews. It happens to 
the children of immigrants 
everywhere. It happens to every 
minority under the pressure of a 
dominant culture. I know that now; 

1 didn't then. Then it was happening 
to me and to my brothers, and we 
were kids. 

IN THE YEARS that followed, 1 
lived — and clawed my way to some 
success — in the Christian world. I 
distanced myself from Judaism, 
from the religion, from the culture, 
the history; from everything thal 
gave meaning to being a Jew. 

The process took a long time. 
And every now and again, there 
were "failures'' — moments of un- 
case, some clutch of identification. 
Bul ns (he years went by, those mo- 
ments became fewer, becamp 
atavisms, stirrings of some primal 
memory, vague and eusily ignored. 

The Jewish holidays — Passover, 
Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, the 
great “Days of Awe," were not in 
my calendar then. Your holidays 
were; nnd chief among these — 
Christmas. 

I didn't celebrate the birth of 
fhrist at Christmas time; but then, 
neither did most of my Chrisliun 
friends. For them, Christmas was a 
warm and friendly and joyous oc- 
casion; and so it was for me. There 
wasn’t much place, in nil that hectic 
happiness, for reverence. The 
Christmas carols weren't 
■•religious," weren’t “Christian'' - 
they were lilting folksongs, which 1 
sung us loudly as my Christian 
IriiMids, and with ,i\ belter memory 
for the words, though less for.. the. 
tune. 

WHAT I'M SAYING is thut in 
those years, when I was not a Jew, 
Christmas had for me what it had 
for most of my Christian friends, 
and has for them, still. 

I think 1 was to become aware of 
the import of Christmas on the day 
that I began to become — once 
again — a Jew. 

I can date that exactly, day and 
place. 

It was April 24, 1945; at the Nazi 
concentration camp at Dachau, 
near Munich. 

I was an American soldier then; 
and we came into that dreadful 
place, and one of the skeletons 
came up to me and babbled 
something. I couldn't understand 
him and 1 held him up and held him 
close, and said: 

"It’s all right, you’re safe now, 
you'll be all right. Only, I just don't 
understand you. I speak only 
English. I’m an American." 

And then he said to me: 

“Du kenst nlcht redden 
jnamaloshen? Blst du nlcht eln Yid?" 

And memory came surging out of 
my childhood. 

"Can’t yoii speak the mother- 
rongue? Aren’t you & Jew?" 

This I understood; and was 
ashamed. V ■ 

And began, at that moment, the 
long voyage home. 

For some, on this voyage, — Jew, 
Christian, Moslem, whatever — the 
guide is God. I seek the dignity and 
divinity in Man. 

And in this search, one comes 
closer — I, at. least, come closer — 
on a holy day; any holy day. So also 
at Christmas, i. 

(Elkins was awarded the annual Pye 
Award by the British Society of 
Authors for this talk, originally broad- 
cast last Christmas.) ■ , 
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COMMENTARY 



Credit-card budget ■»” 


Economic Editor Meir Merhav says that next year’s budget — a source of 
sharp conflict between the Treasury and Defence Ministry in particular — is 
largely meaningless. He argues that the proposals as presented by Finance 
Minister Hurvitz, are a request for carte blanche authorization to.spend at the 
discretion of the executive. 
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THE STRIDENT debate over the 
d e f e n ce b udge t has d ied down. 
Domestic defence spending in fiscal 
l*JSl will he at least as much, and 
probably significantly more, than 
this sear. In uddition. foreign cur- 
rent expenditures on defence will 
grow from IS 1 2b. to IS!4b.. at 1980 
prices. 

At u press conference last 
week. Deputy Defence Minister 
Mortice hui Zipori poured oil on the 
troubled waters. He allayed any fear 
for the country's present or future 
security that might have been 
aroused by the dire warnings 
sounded earlier by the defence es- 
tablishment. He also played down 
the threat that many thousands of 
military and civilian defence per- 
sonnel would swell the ranks of the 
unemployed. 

Zipori had good cause to be con- 
tent. The fine-prim riders to the 
cabinet's decision to keep the 
defence allocation at this year's 
nominal IS 15.5b. make it virtually 
certain that actual expenditure will 
be considerably larger and will, 
witlun wide limits, be at (he defence 
esiahli sh inc fu's disc ret ion. 

One rider states that although the 
budget is IS 15.5b.. u directive by the 
defence minister will permit actual 
expenditure to run at an annual 
level of IS 16b. The new-found dif- 
ference benvdon a budget and an 
expenditure '.plan, ‘trifle If have 
always meant the same, remains a 
secret. 

A second rider says that revenue 
from the sale of obsolete military 
hardware will be ploughed back 
intu the defence budget. With this 
addition, the defence budget will in- 
crease to at least IS 1 7b., at 1980 
prices. 

A third rider provides that the 
budget be reviewed by October 
1981.. How the defence establish- 
ment will plan its financial commit- 
ments for the second half of fiscal 
1981 remains unclear. 

HOWEVER. THE fourth rider to 
the cabinet's decision is the most 


NEVER BEFORE has any issue 
been so obfuscated by rhetoric and 
double talk as that of next year's 
defence budget. There is no real 
comprehension of what the effects 
of the cut will be on the country's 
defence. There is not even a con- 
sensus that there has been a cut at 
all. 

All we know for certain is that the 
army is charging the Treasury with 
lying to the public; that the 
Treasury has accused the military of 
threatening mutiny and trying to 
usurp power: that the deputy 
defence minister has managed to 
antagonize the IDF hicrurchy; und 
that the ministry's direclor-gencral, 
Yosef Ma’ ay an, is considering 
resigning. 

And in the midst of all this, the 
heads of the military industries have 
no clear idea of what fate awaits 
them. They don’t know which pro- 
jects arc going to be axed, and 
which allowed to continue. They 
don't know what to tell either the 
foreign clients who have shown an 
interest in purchasing systems, or 
the thousands of workers who have 


important of all. It stipulates that 
the budget be adjusted to inflation 
at the cost indices and coefficients of 
the defence establishment. In other 
words, the actuul expenditure, 
which is made in current shekels 
and not in constant 1 980 prices, will, 
within generous limits, be at the dis- 
cretion of the defence establish- 
ment. 

The translation of constant-price 
commitments into current-price dis- 
bursements, through the use of 
price indices specific to different 
categories of expenditure — and, 
ipso facto, to different branches of 
the administration — would leave 
the door wide open to cost overruns 
e vc n if t he re w e re no physical 
change in programmes. In reality, 
procurement contracts are more 
often than not subject to change in 
quantities and specifications. 

Without a ceiling on current- 
value expenditures the budget 
therefore becomes indeterminate. 
This has already been the case in 
the current fiscal year. The debutc 
over next year’s budget has largely- 
overlooked the fact thut the govern- 
ment will still have to table a sup- 
plementary budget of some IS8-9b. 
to ratify, retroactively, the excess 
spending in the current year that the 
Treasury was unable to prevent. 

The case of the defence budget 
only throws Iritis harp 'relief iHal'lh'e 
h illicit Id i whcile, us presented to 
the cabinet by Finance Minister 
Yigael If urwitz. is largely 
meaningless and is u request for a 
carte blanche authorization to spend 
at the discretion of the executive. 

BEFORE GOING further into the 
implications of w hat amounts to an 
abolition of the budget as such, and 
the usurpation of the powers of the 
legislature by the executive, it is 
pertinent to point to dangerous 
cracks in the executive itself.- 

In a parting shot aimed at his 
adversaries in the defence establish- 
ment, H urwitz, speaking before the 
Likud Taction in the Knesset last 
week; warned the defence es- 


tablishment against deliberately 
reducing its procurement from in- 
dustry in an attempt to enlist the lat- 
ter in a campaign to pressure the 
government into increasing the 
defence budget. 

That the finance minister should 
publicly suspect the defence es- 
tablishment of intent to sabotage 
the government's policy is a sign 
that our democratic system is in 
danger. That his warning concedes 
the defence establishment’s 
capucity to do so implies (hat the 
civilian government is on (he verge 
of losing control. 

The excessive power of the 
defence establishment has been 
known for long, although the 
implications have never been faced 
head-on. The cabinet's decision on 
the defence budget — particularly 
that which authorizes the defence 
ministry to update its expenditure 
at it 5 own discretion — further 
shields the defence establishment 
from effective civilian control. 

THE SITUATION is still far from 
irretrievable and I have no wish to 
issue warnings about an impending 
colonels' regime. Nonetheless,- in 
this as in other areas of policy, the 
omissions und commissions of the 
present administration tend to 
cre^li;. facts,, ihut wijl 
esUlil^Jiinent >u orderly and 
rational government a truly Her- 
culean task. 

The defence budget debate has 
diverted attention from a 
revolutionary innovation in the 
presentation of the budget as a 
whole. For the first time, a budget 
has been presented without an es- 
timate of the revenues that are Vo 
finance the planned expenditure, so 
that it has become impossible to 
evaluate its economic impact. Not 
only that; it has also been presented 
in constant price terms alone, 
without a. ceiling in current values 
on expenditure. 

This makes a mockery or the 
basic concept of a budget — which 
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is u legal authorization to the ex- 
ecutive to spend a given amount, 
and no more. When the executive is 
permitted to decide on its own how 
much it will spend, by arbitrarily ad- 
justing thousands of individual con- 
tracts and commitments to the rale 
of inflation, it is given an open 
credit card. The bill will he sent 
later. 

Uh^N ,: 'Mi(V , 1t 2 presented 'im' 
original 1980 budget, he at least 
went through the motions of at- 
tempting to ask for a current-price 
authorization of expenditure. True, 
the original estimate of IS65.3b. was 
unrealistic from the outset because 
it assumed a rate of inflation that 
nobody in the Treasury believed in 
even then. Nevertheless, there was 
at least an attempt to make the dif- 
ferent government departments ab- 
sorb part of the price rises by setting 
a nominal ceiling to expenditure. 

That attempt Inis now been aban- 
doned. The reason for virtually 
negating the budget is not far to 
seek. In order to present a budget in 
current prices, the Treusury must 


The civil-military rift 

The process of defining next year’s budget has resulted in a 
serious rift between the defence establishment and the govern- 
ment, writes Post Military Correspondent Hirsh Goodman. 


been reading the often contradic- 
tory headlines about their future. 

The planners at the General Staff 
have spent the past few months 
twiddling their thumbs, waiting for 
instructions to start work on 
defence strategy for the coming 
year. Overseas suppliers of weapons 
and other systems have started to 
calculate the penalties on orders 
placed by the Israel Defence 
Ministry over the last 12 months. 

Meaningless figures have been 
bandied ubout. The Treasury main- 
tains that there has been no cut; 
Deputy Defence Minister Zipori 
says there has been one, but that it 
will not uffcci the day-to-day opera- 
tion of the IDF, which has never 
been us strong before. The generals 
claim that the country's defence has 


sustained a terrible blow. Whom are 
we to believe? 

The process of defining next 
year’s defence budget has been a 
masterpiece of mismanagement 
from start to finish. It has totally un- 
dermined whatever trust there had 
been between the defence establish- 
ment and the government, and 
there is serious doubt whether the 
rift can be healed. Men are literally 
not on speaking terms. 

Last week's broadcast by the 
chairman of the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Defence Comminee, 
Moshe Arens, that lie has never 
been more confused or less aware of 
the facts, reflects the feelings of 
many, including those chnrged with 
making the decisions that determine 
the country’s security. 
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The reason for all this is crystal- 
clear; lack of ministerial direction. 

Defence Minister Begin failed to 
assert himself. His contribution to 
the decision-making process was 
tangential at best, little more than 
an attempt to bridge the gaps of un- 
derslanding between the 
technocrats, and smooth down both 
generals and ministers, who spent 
the major part of every discussion 
threatening to resign. Having no 
clear concept of the country's 
defence needs, he had no concrete 
proposals to put forward. Instead, 
the Treasury came up with a figure, 
IS 15 billion, and demanded that the 
generals build up a defence strategy 
around it. There was no clear 
analysis of the threat, of new policy 
guidelines, of the implications of a 


stipulate the rale of inflation that it 
predicts. Since it has lust the power 
to contain, let alone reduce, infla- 
tion. the predicted rale could well 
become the minimum rale. 

The law will probably require that 
the constant-price budget presented 
in the cabinet he translated into cut- 
rent price terms. To avoid making 
the budget into a self-fulfilling 
prophecy of- ton™ ichT. the TYe'asuff ' 
is likely to- repeat the exercise fit 
self-deception practised in the 1**80 
budget — by tabling an unrealistic 
figure which no .me will believe. 

The real way out of the dilemma 
is to devise an anti-inflationary 
policy and carry it out. so that the 
rale of inflation stipulated in the 
budget will indeed be as stated. 

Given llurvit/’s defeat with 
respect to the defence budget, as 
well ils the self-imposed constraints 
under which he openues and those 
imposed by his ministerial col- 
leagues, liiore is, at, hest^flj),- 
prospect For iinprovement^'Af 
worst, the government ‘may leave 
the economy in a shambles. 


change in strategy. Just a figure. 

No wonder Arens, who is usually 
the arch-politician, was seen and 
heard by the nation complaining 
that the government had made it 
impossible for him to decide 
rationally whether to support the 
budget or reject it. 

“If they hHd come to me and sgjd / 
that after examination they had . 
decided to cut the term pf service, 
or cut the number of tanks, or do 
without the Lavie (the proposed 
new warplane to be built here) then 
we could have examined the deci- 
sion,” he is reported as saying. But, 
he continued, this did not happen; 
there were no details, no examina- 
tion, no rationality. Abraham Lin- 
coln’s dictum that you cannot fool 
all the people all the time came up 
in this reporter’s conversation with 
a senior defence executive the other 
day. He intimated that this is exact- 
ly what is happening here. On the 
one hand, the public is being told 
that defence spending has been cur- 
tailed; on the other, the defence 
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FO’s about-turn 


Jewish Observer Diplomatic Correspondent 


IN AN APPARENT reversal of the 
often-declared British policy of not 
recognising the PLO . or n egotiating 
with it until the PLO recognised 
Israel's right to exist. Sir John 
Oraham, Deputy Under Secretary 
of the Foreign Office, met Yasser 
Arafat in Beirut on December 2. 

This was not the first time that 
Foreign Office officials had met 
PLO representatives. Such contacts 
have- been taking place, surrep- 
titiously in the past ajid the Foreign 
Office has. hitherto attempted to ex- 
plain these away as being the 
necessary act of keeping an ear to 
the ground in the mercurial 
development of Middle Eastern af- 
fairs. But this was the first time that 
a deliberately-planned meeting had 
taken place at such a high level. It is 
difficult to see how the Foreign Of- 
fice can reconcile this meeting with 
its previous commitment regarding 
the PLO. 

The PLO’s pronouncements are 
well-monitored, and statements 
made for Western consumption can 
readily be compared with state- 
ments made for Arab ears alone. 
Taking all those into account, there 
has not been the slightest suggestion 
that the PLO has departed from its 
old policy as stated in the Palesti- 
nian National Covenant, and is now 
ready to come to terms with Israel. 
There are, therefore, no apparent 
valid reasons why the Foreign Of- 
fice should renege on its promise, 
which leads one to the conclusion 
that this underhand tactic is derived 
from Lord Carrington’s personal 
perception of Britain’s role in the 
Middle- East peace process. 

Lord Carrington has given 
assurances to the House of Com- 
mons that no official contacts were 
or would be contemplated with the 


PLO. Reacting to the news of the 
meeting between Sir John Gra- 
ham and Arafat, Sir Hugh Fraser, 
MP, chairman of the Conser- 
vative Friends of Israel parliament 
tary group, wrote to Lord 
Carrington reminding him of that. 
He further added: “Our anxiety and 
indeed amazement is today further 
heightened by a statement by Mrs. 
Simone Veil, the President or the 
European Parliament, that ‘Israel 
cannot negotiate with someone who 
does not recognise her, namely the 
PLO'.” Bearing this in mind, it does 
seem that Lord Carrington is bent 
upon getting together an indepen- 
dent British Middle East initiative 
should he fail to win the EEC over 
to his way of thinking. 

The Zionist Federation has ex- 
ressed deep concern over the un- 
erased change in British policy. 
Writing to Lord Carrington, Geof- 
frey Gelberg, chairman of the ZF, 
deplored the meeting and asked Tor 
a reassurance that no further 
meeting between the Foreign Office 
and PLO leaders would take 
place. He said: “You yourself, as 
well as other Foreign Office 
spokesmen, have consistently 
stressed that the Venice Declaration 
is founded upon the principle of 
mutual recognition (between Israel 
and the PLO). To date, it is only 
Israel, which has shown willingness 
to comply with this objective;.. In 
turn, the PLO. as Sir Ian Gilmour 
rightly noted, ‘has not declared 
openly its readiness to accept 
Israel’s right to exist’ (Hansard, 
December 3, 1980).” 

It was reported that the Board of 
Jewish Deputies is seeking a 
meeting with Lord Carrington to 
clarify the meaning of Sir John’B 
meeting with ArafHt. 



Dr. John Uffin (kft), author sad broad- 
caster, spoke on “The Tragedy of 
Lebanon" when he addressed a meeting of 
Zionist Federation activists at Zionist 
headquarters In Finchley. 

Dr. Laffin, an Australian-born Jour- 
nalist, first went to the Lebanon In 1941 aa 
a soldier. Since then be has been back 
there repeatedly, his last visit being In 
August. ■' 

He blamed Western political circles as 
well as Christian churches and other . 


establishments for not showing i Bough In- 
terest In the tragedy that had beset the 
Christian ponulatlOD of Lebanon, and 
recalled his visits to FLO training camps 
where he witnessed boy* In the 8-12 age 
group being trained la terrorist methods 
"People who ire broight up In this way 
become bloodthirsty <nd ready ror moat 
cruel acts," Dr. Laflln said. 

Eric. Graus (ceatre), Honorary 
Secretary of the ZF, chaired the meeting 
aqd-tfdrtey L, ShJpton (right), the general 
secretary, proposed the vote of thanks. 



Syrian Jewry vigil 


Anglo-Jewish 
leaders meet 
Liberal chief 

Jewish Observer Reporter 
FOLLOWING the recent publica- 
tion of his controversial report on 
his Middle East tour, David Steel, 
leader of the Liberal Party, met a 
joint deputation of the Zionist 
Federation and the Board of 
Deputies to discuss his report. 

Steel, and his colleagues, who 
have toured the countries of the 
Middle East, including Israel, 
caused considerable stir In the 
British Jewish community when he 
met Yasser Arafat in Beirut. Steel 
also had talks with Anwar*Sadat or 
Egypt, King Hussein of Jordan, and 
Hafez Assad of Syria. But when he 
came to Israel, the Liberal leader 
had to make do with senior govern- 
ment officials, os Prime Minister 
Begin was “otherwise engaged.” 

The deputation of the ZF and the 
Board, which comprised Geoffrey 
Gelberg, ZF chairman; Ab Kramer, 
vice chairman; Sidney Shiplon, 
general secretary; Greville Janner, 
QC, MP, president of the Board; 
Martin Savin, and Arye Handler, 
voiced concern about the conclu- 
sions Steel had reached in his 
report, namely that the PLO was an 
essential factor in any meaningful 
peace settlement of the Arab-Israel 
conflict. 

Although Steel stressed that the 
PLO would have to renounce terror 
and its aim of destroying Israel as a 
precondition for its involvement in 
the peace process, he failed to con- 
vince the delegates of the ZF and 
the Board that he had sym- 
pathetically understood Israel’s 
position. 


Wrong Foot 

Speaking at the 11th Annual 
General Meeting of the Enfield 
Anglo-Israel Friendship League, 
Sidney Ship.ton, ZF general 
secretary, analysed the election of 
President Reagan and the election 
of Michael Foot as leader of the 
Labour Party so for as their effect on 
Israel was concerned. In the former 
case, the situation was favourable, 
but there was a question mark so far 
as the latter was concerned. 

“One thing is clear”, said Mr. 
ShiptQn, “ana that is that Western 
civilization should not be found 
wanting in its answer to the real 
question, which is the right of Israel 
to exist as a sovereign democratic' 
state in the Middle. East ” 

The chair was taken by Dr. C.E. 
Smith, who was greatly praised by 
Mr. Shipton as the power house 
behind tne League in Enfield. 


Zim tour for JNF 

JNF Week in London will open with 
a concert at the Brent Town Hall on 
Wednesday evening, January 14. 
The internationally acclaimed 
American singer and recording star, 
Paul Zim, is coining specially to Bri- 
tain to sing in London and in 
Manchester during the JNF 
programme of events taking place 
throughout England during the Tu 
Blshvat period, •= 


By JOSEPH KEEN 

DECEMBER 10 WAS UN Human 
Rights Day, and the Zionist Federa- 
tion’s Jews in Arab Lands commit- 
tee organized a vigil outside the 
Syrian Airways office in Piccadilly 
during the rush hour. The placards 
and the hundreds of leaflets dis- 
tributed to passers-by focused on 
the fact that Syrian Jews were in ef- 
fect political hostages of the Assad 
regime, being denied the basic right 
of emigration. They also endured 
intolerable discriminatory measures 
and intimidation resulting from stri- 
dent nationalism and Israel-phobia 
in Syria. 

Tne demonstration marked an in- 
tensification of the campaign for the 
release of Syrian Jews, until recent- 
ly efforts were concentrated on in- 
forming the Jewish community and 
making approaches to Members of 
Parliament. Two Early Day Mo- 
tions in the House of Commons cal- 
ling for the right of Syrian Jews to 
emigrate, were signed by 100 MPs. 
Eighteen thousand signatures have 
been collected for a petition to the 
UN. The documentary film “The 
Last Ghetto" has Been shown at 
Zionist meetings, as well as to' stu- 


THE COMBINED BRITISH-Irish 
delegation to the 18th World WIZO 
conference which opened in 
Jerusalem oh the 16th anniversary 
of World WIZO, numbered 50, and 
was headed by the president of 
FWZ, Mrs. Elaine Blond, who 
brought greetings to the conference 
on behalf of all the English-speaking 
delegates. ■ 

The WIZO delegates were con- 
fronted with a number of for- 
midable challenges. Israel’s Presi- 
dent Yitzhak Navon, in his address 
to the conference, stressed the need 
for Intensified efforts in education, 
not least for socially deprived 
youths who, in the absenco of 
proper facilities and care, might be 
drawn to crime. Among the new 
targets for WIZO activities was the 
development of mltzplm. These are 
midi-settlements on Galilean 


dents and other groups. 
Background booklets have also 
been circulated. The demonstra- 
tion, coinciding with a UN resolu- 
tion criticising Israel for alleged op- 
pression in the West Bank, served 
notice that the Palestinians were not 
the only issue in the Middle East 
which deserves UN attention. 

The Jews in Arab Lands commit- 
tee has given rise to the formation 
of two further activist groups in 
Leeds and Manchester, ana the 
Manchester committee held a large 
public meeting in Albert Square on 
the same evening. 

In response to the news of the 
vigil, some 30 MPs sent letters of 
support to the committee. Despite 
acknowledgment by Amnesty Inter- 
national of “harrassment of 
members of the Jewish community 
of. Syria” and recognition by the 
British Foreign Office that Syria is 
violating the right of Jews to leave, 
the international community has so 
far failed to exert pressure in order 
to improve the situation.' Co- 
chairman of the committee,' Percy 
Gourgey, states that the vigil is only 
the first of such protest activities to 
call for international action to save 
Syria's Jews. 


hilltops which serve both as lookout 

K osts and as a pilot project in a 
irger effort to revitalize the settle- 
ment or Galilee. 

All this, in addition to existing 
projects, saddles WIZO with a con- 
siderable financial burden. The new 
resources, Mrs. Raya Jaglom, Presi- 
dent of World wIZO, stressed, 
would have to come from the 
federations abroad. The British 
WIZO (FWZ) will therefore launch 
a new membership campaign in 
January and also plan a fund- 
raising drive to meet the new con- 
tingencies. 

Mrs. Leila Wynbourne, chair- 
man of FWZ, was elected to chair 
the presidium. The Aliya commis- 
sion passed resolutions designed to 
facilitate absorption procedures in 
Israel, ahd deploring the drop in 
aliya. 


Extra tasks for Women Zionists 


i 



PAGE TWO 


JEWISH OBSERVER 


DECEMBER I960 




EiaMEISXMXIl 

A Journal o I 2 icrai Commanury 


Mission of our Times 

THERE HAS BEEN a long-standing belief among Fleet Street pun- 
dits that The Times, more than any other newspaper, lakes its cue 
from the Foreign Office on matters of foreign affairs. Traditionally, 
this eminent newspaper — which will be sorely missed by friend and 
foe alike should it cease publication at the end of March — has been 
regarded as reflecting the views of Whitehall on world issues. Thus, 
when Her Majesty's Government, with uncommon subtlety, shift 
their ground from their pledge not to recognize the PLO or negotiate 
with that organization until the PLO recognized Israel's right to exist, 
The Times, with matching subtlety, reflects this shift. 

This is hard to reconcile with the character of The Times' editor, 
William Rees-Mogg, who is unquestionably one of the most 
scrupulously honest and independent-minded editors in Fleet Street 
and who is by no means unsympathetic to Israel. And still . . . 

In mid- December The Times ran a series of articles on the emotive 
subject of Palestinian Arabs’ property ownership in what is now 
Israel, prior to the establishment of the Jewish State. The author of 
the articles was Robert Fisk who frequently reports on Ardb affairs 
for The Times. Robert Fisk spent some time in Israel researching for 
his articles. He was given free access to documents in the Israel 
Lands Administration office, and ho has been careful with his facts as 
with the tone of his narrative. The question, however, which begs an 
answer, is why the subject should nave been raised at all with such 
prominence. The Times, after all, is not an historical journal, and the 
subject of Arab land ownership in pre-1948 Israel is of historical in- 
terest alone, or would be relevant only in the event of a peace settle- 
ment between Israel and her Arab neighbours, which — except as far 
as Egypt is concerned — at present seems as remote as ever. 

When the Arabs rejected the Partition Plan and launched a con- 
certed attack on the newly-founded Jewish State with the aim of an- 
nihilating her, it should have been dear to the world — if not to the 
Arabs themselves — that the outcome of the war would determine 
the boundaries of either side. Had the Arabs succeeded in their aim 
in 1948 it is doubtful, to say the least, that The Times today would be 
reviving claims of Jewish property taken over by the victorious 
Arabs. Indeed, if Arab claims to property now in Israel are to be in- 
vestigated, it would be well to remember that a considerable amount 
or Jewish property was appropriated by Jordan and no one said a 
word about it all the while that Jordan occupied the West Bank. Such 
property existed in Hebron, the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of 
Jerusalem, the, .g^on.sqctor, .Mount: oT, Oily** and Nfehataybii, ... 
where Dr. Ru ten berg founded the first hydro -dec trie power plant 
on the Jordan River. 

Even in our time wc have seen countries take territory by force 
from other countries and possess it in perpetuity without more than a '• 
feeble, ephemeral protest from the rest of the world: after the Winter 
War of 1940 with Finland, the Soviet Union annexed Karelia, de- 
ported Its indigenous inhabitants and repopulaled Karelia with Rus- 
sians. To this day Russia holds a group of islands belonging to Japan, 
which the Russians, won from Japan in World War II. But Russia is a 
world power, Japan is far away and does not have oil, and Lord 
Carrington's pet subject appears to be the Middle East, not out- 
posts like Karelia and Pacific islands. 

So once again then, why publish now a series of articles on Palesti- 
nian property in Israel? Perhaps because the British Government has 
decided to welch on its pledge not to recognise the PLO or negotiate 
with it untO the PLO recognizes Israel's right to exist, and much 
moral support must be mustered to justify such perfidy. 



Board’s uneasy path to Zionism 


WHEN THE FOUNDATIONS of 
the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews were laid 220 years ago, 
Anglo- Jewry was a small com- 
munity; its members were fewer 
than 10,000 — the overwhelming 
majority residing in London. The 
long-term aim of the well-to-do 
families was to achieve political 
emancipation, but it was only in 
1858 that the Brat Jew — Lionel de 
Rothschild — was sworn in as an 
M.P. This was the time when the 
Jewish population in Palestine 
reached 11,000. 

The Board of Deputies took an 
active interest in Palestine 
when it established a "Holy Land 
Relief Fund." It was reported in the 
Jewish Chronicle on May 15, 1874, 
that the fund sent £1,500 for the dis- 
tressed of the Yishuv. 

The Board of Deputies became 
famous in the Holy Land because of 
Moses Montefiore, who was its 

R resident from 1835 to 1874. Sir 
foBes visited Jerusalem seven 
times — the first in 1827, the last in 
1875 at the age of 91. His great per- 
sonal contribution to the develop- 
ment of Israel is well known. Leas 
known are the differences of opi- 
nion between Sir Moses Montefiore 
and sjojne of his colleagues, who 
, were indifferent to his work in 


Continuing our series on the history of 
British Zionism, DR. S. LEVEN- 
BERG describes the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews (founded 
1760) under the presidency of Sir 
Moses Montefiore, and Its develop- 
ment up to the establishment of the 
State of Israel. 


Palestine. Younger deputies like 
Samuel Montagu (later Lord 
Swaythling), backed by the Jewish 
Chrontde, were highly critical of the 
pWM-.WW ['!hQlukfl“) . and .had 
less understanding and respect for 
its leaders than had Sir Moses. 

These internal controversies led 
in 1874 to Montefiore’s resignation 
from tho presidency of the Board, 
which was not made public. He 
withdrew it when he was asked to 
investigate the situation in 
Palestine. In his report — in 1875 — 
he called for the establishment of 
garden suburbs and suggested that if 
enough money were available, the 
Board of Deputies purchase land 
for Jews to cultivate in various parts 
of Palestine. 

The Board set up the Sir Moses 
Montefiore Testimonial Fund 
which was instrumental in financing 


‘th* construction of iey^rM hew' sub- 
urbs in Jerusalem, a nufnber of 
which were named after the former 
president of Anglo-Jewry’s official 
body (Zichron Moihe, Kiryat 
Moshe). 

The Board continued its 
philanthropic interest in the HoW 
Land, but it did not play any signifi- 
cant part in the Hovevei Zion 
movement — established in 1884 — 
and opposed both Herzl’s ideas and 
Weizmann's and Nahum Sokolow'i 
political activities which led to the 
Balfour Declaration (1917). It ex- 
pressed, however, support for the 
British. Mandate for Palestine (1922) 
and became a constituent' body of 
the enlarged Jewish Agency (1929). 
Later on, the non-Zionist leaders of 
the Board opposed the programme 
for a Jewish Slate (1937-38). It wu 
the election of Professor Selig 
Brodetsky as President of the 
Anglo-Jewish representative body 
— at the end of 1939 — which led to 
the "Zionist revolution" in the com- 
munity (1943). 

In May 1948, the Board of 
Deputies passed a resolution — un- 
animously — greeting the establish- 
ment of tne Stale of Israel; this mo- 
tion opened a new chnptor in the 
long association of British; Jewry 
with Zioni • 


EUROPEAN COUNTRIES have 
for some time been approaching the 
Palestine Liberation Qraantzation 
as though playing "What's the time, 
Mi. wolf?’’ There they go, the 
foreign ministers of the Common 
Market, creeping up towards 
recognition of the PLO, one step in 
June in Venice, and another step in 
Luxembourg this month. Caught at 
it, they freeze in postures of guilty 
embarrnssment, but one day... 

Of course there are precedents. 
Who has forgotten Yasser Arafat’s 
standing ovation at the United 
Nations? This year Bruno Kreisky, 
prime minister of Austria, granted 
the PLO diplomatic status in 
Vienna. Other recent exemplars for 
the Europeans to follow have been 
Senegal and Nepal, and Mrs. 
Gandni, who received Arafat with 
honours at Delhi. 

There is no European foreign 
policy as such, and therefore it may 
be openly observed that whatever 
the European foreign ministers say 
or do not say will change nothing on 


West Europe yields to tyranny 


the ground, ft is a matter of style 
alone, and the style is intended to 
suggest that the foreign ministers 
feel themselves entitled to praise or 
blame whom they please as though 
the date were 1910 and they were 
still masters of all they surveyed. 

It is unkind but necessary to point 
out that the number of pious recom- 
mendations about the behaviour of 
others Increases as the will and 
military capacity decrease. Unkin- 
der but more necessary still to. 
emphasize that though Israel is much 
advised to recognize the PLO and to 
start negotiating with it, nonetheless 
Britain does not treat the IRA as 
anything except a lot of common 
criminals; as the french do their 
Corsican separatists; as the Spanish 
do the Basque ETA, The political 
demands of the Baader-Meinhof 
gang or of the Red Brigades are not 
considered as anything, but 


By David Pryce-Jones 


blackmail and terrorism by the Ger- 
man and Italian governments, In 
all these states, force Is not admitted 
as a legitimate means of political 
persuasion. 

Accommodation to the PLO by 
European governments matters less 
in itself than as a symptom of the 
deep malaise now afflicting the 
Western world. The PLO was foun- 
ded in 1964 by President Nasser not 
in order to succour the Palestinians 
but as an instrument of Egyptian 
policy. During subsequent terrible 
political and social vicissitudes, the 
PLO has not become a mass- 


moveifient but on the contrary has 
been diminished through expedient 
allegiance to one Arab regime after 
another, ending up under Syrian 
control, and so at one remove under 
Soviet control. 

The alternatives for the West 
Bank and the Oaza region are some 
iorm of Israel-Jordan arrangement 

c .. _r,- — : «—»«.. or woio form of Syrla-Arafal 

T^Whnn! m Bnd Sub ^ ript,on 7*1 High Road, Finchley N.I2. ™g?mcnt (which Israel must first 

Telephone: 01-446-1477. J be obliged to condone). The latter 
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outcome would be unstable, almost 
certainly .bloody, and an extension 
of Soviet influence. 

If only it were possible to explain 
quite why the European govern- 
ments are so prepared to risk con- 
solidating Soviet influence via the 
PLOl It is not simply a matter of en- 
joying a quiet lire for as long as 
possible, or ensuring oil supplies at 
someone else’s expense. The answer 
lies rather in the complex 
psychological drama now being 
played out Tor the European mind 
and soul. The foreign ministers 
know that behind their style, their 
"European initiative,” there is no 
substance, no moral vision, no 
means to enforce mere ambition. 

Each and every European 
{government seems to be under the 
illusion that it Is powerless to con- 
trol its destiny, doomed to incom- 
petence and failure, and deserving 
the calamities which befall. Hence 
rhetoric, guilt, timidity, abasement. 
The Afghans cannot be helped; 
Angolans, Yemenis, Ethiopians, 
Cambodians and if need be anyone 
elso, must be sacrificed. Though the 
foreign ministers issued a statement 
that a Soviet invasion of Poland 
would kill detente, no less a person 


that the secretary general of NATO, 
Dr. Joseph Luns, had defused any 
impact by declaring in advance that 
the West would take no action in - 
such an eventuality, . — 

In one countfy after another, 
detente becomes tne euphemism for 
Soviet influence, just as neutrality a 
for outright surrender. The dia- 
gnosis must be that down in the 
collective psyche there has been 
one of those historic shifts; an ac- 
ceptance that Soviet Communism 
has won control of the continent, 
and what cannot be resisted must be 
appeased. How else Is the putsch 
within the British Labour Party to 
be explained? 

The present impasse on the Wert 
Bank and In Gaza cannot con- 
ceivably endure; there will be 
autonomy one day. The Palestinians 
are decent and law-abiding people 
in the main, much put upon, and not 
least by the PLO. A PLO wh ch 
rules by violence and Intimidation 
would be worse for the Palestinians 
than any form of Israel-Jordan 
arrangement which can be devised 
— and worse even than the un* 
desired Israeli occupation, as the 
more thoughtful concede. But then 
what if, thanks to "European in- 
itiatives” and Western attitudes in 
general, it is not only the Palesti- 
nians who are to be delivered up t° 
those who would tyrannize them 
further, but everybody? 
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Chaim Weizmann— Londoner 


Greats of the age 


By BARNET L1TVINOFF 

THE UNVEILING OF a plaque in 
Addison Road, Kensington, to com- 
memorate the residence there of 
Chaim Weizmann is a reminder that 
the Zionist leader had more affec- 
tion for London as a place in which 
to live than perhaps any other city. 

He knew all the capitals of the 
West extremely well, for no Jewish 
leader was so widely travelled — 
that is until more recent times when 
executive office in Zionism seems to 
demand permanent occupation of 
an aeroplane seat. - - 

Not least among the charms of 
walking around the streets of 
London is scrutiny of these 
characteristic circular blue tablets 
recording the sojourn there of so 
many statesmen and thinkers who 
.have made history. Bethnal Green 
Hi the East End has only one: it is of 
another Zjgnistr-and Weizmann’s 
old adversary, Israel Zangwill. You 
will find it at 288 Old Ford Road, 
beside Victoria Park. 

Weizmann's first sight of London 
was in 1900, when he came briefly 
frpjn.Qpppva for tb$s Fotirth Zionist 
Congress. This was not the most 
-memorable of those international 
assemblies. It took place at the 
Queen’s Hall, and Herzl had chosen 
this city as a public relations exer- 
cise, with a garden party for 
delegates in Regent's Park close by. 
That visit seems to have made little 
impression on Weizmann, and’ the 
occasion was notable mostly for the 
failure of a host of delegates lodged 
in the East End to arrive for the 
Congress opening session. They got 
stuck when the newly-constructed 
Circle Line from Aldgate broke 
down in its tunnel. 


him not one little bit. The sheer size 
of the place defeated him, and he 
wrote to his fianede: "1 am now in 
Whitechapel. Lord, what horror! 
Stench, foul smells, emaciated 
Jewish faces. A mixture of a 
London avenue and Jewish poverty 
in the suburbs of Vilna.” But after a 
day at the British Museum, calls 
upon various Zionist worthies and a 
visit to the synagogue, his opinion 
changed. Four Jays after the 
depression of his earlier letter, he 
wrote: "Darling, 1 have never in my 
life felt so well as here. . . . .This is 
the hub of the world andi really, ypu 




Family and associates of Israel's first President, Dr. Chaim Weizmann, at the 
"Weizmann lived here” plaque — unveiling ceremony. Among the many dis- 
tinguished guests were Abba Eban, Lady Avon, who unveiled the plaque, Israel 
Ambassador Shlomo Argov, Sir Harold and Lady Wilson, and the Mayor of 
Kensington, Councillor George Pole. The event was organised through the In- 
itiative of the Balfour Diamond Jubilee Trust. 


sense the breathing of a giant, the 
city of cities." 

■ - The next year he- was in Britain 
permanently, and hard as he tried to 
secure a lecturing post in London, 
he had to make do with 
Manchester, which he resented for 
being so distant from the 
metropolis. In the summer of 1915 
he was summoned by Lloyd George 
to London to work on his acetone 
project for the Ministry of Muni- 
tions. At first he thought his stay 
would be only temporary, and he 
wandered like a nomad, sometimes 
using Ahad Ha’am’s home in 
Haveratock Hill as a resting place 
and accommodation address. He 
came to Addison Road in October 
19 16, where the following month his 
ytiurtgW ‘‘tob ' -Midhabl ’ WaT 1 'bbfri! 
After three yean the family moved 
to a more spacious abode at 16 Ad- 
dison Crescent, which has now suc- 
cumbed to the fate of so many large 
houses and is converted into flats. 

Chaim Weizmann thus spent the 
iruyor part of his adult life, some 
thirty years, as a Londoner. His 
style of life, his distinction in the 
scientific field, his position as world 
Zionist leader, his friendship with 
people in all branches of activity — 
statesmen, writers, academics — 
enabled him to conduct himself as a 
Prime Minister-in-Exile as it were. 
His visits to No. 77 Great. Russell 


Street were irregular, but his room 
there was a sanctum rai'ely oc- 
cupied by others while he was ab- 
sent. 

His wife Vera, once they were en- 
sconced in their Rehovot home as 
President and First Lady of Israel, 
frequently wrote to friends how 
they missed the busy London scene. 
He was intensely gregarious, and in 
old age loved nothing more than to 
relax with old comrades and 
reminisce in Yiddish. But Jerusalem 
was now the centre of all Zionism 
stood for, and Ben-Gurion had 
replaced Weizmann as the decision- 
maker. Though Head of State, he 
was now isolated both by the nature 
of his office and continuing ill- 
health. 

l/iinj •• U Jli.ill. l il #■! ■ 

Despite his failings, Weizmann 
was without doubt one of the great 
figures of the Twentieth Century. 
No people had a more determined 
advocate, and when he surrendered 
his passport on becoming an Israel 
citizen in 1948, Great Britain was 
the poorer. And as Harold Laski 
told a gathering of American Jews 
in 1931, after tne arduous struggle 
that led to reversal of the Passfield 
White Paper, Weizmann a)one 
among the Zionists who at that tipie 
sat and negotiated with members pf 
the Cabinet commanded respect 
and fully understood how to con- 
duct his case. 


By GODFREY SMITH 

ONE HAZY MIDSUMMER after- 
noon in 1950 I was standing in the 
quadrangle of New College, Oxford, 
when a group of its Fellows came 
sauntering across from the Senior 
Common Room. They moved 
slowly, immersed in their conversa- 
tion, and the undergraduate of that 
college I was with — now editor of a 
most iconoclastic newspaper — 
remarked that here was a cluster of 
some of the cleverest fellows in 
Europe or, indeed, anywhere. 


At the rear of the eminent party 
came two -sharply contrasted 
figures. One was lean, fay and very 
English; the other burly, solid ana 
very cosmopolitan. One — dare it 
be said after so many years — 
quacked like a brilliantly gifted 
duck; the other boomed like a mar- 
vellously endowed sea-lion. They 
talked so fast that the casual 
onlooker could hardly detect a 
pause for each to hear what the 
other said; though 1 think that was 
an accoustic illusion. Lord David 
Cecil and Sir Isaiah Berlin were 
thoroughly enjoying themselves. 

Isaiah Berlin was a daunting 
figure then; he remains one now. 
Tne range of his scholarship, the 
glitter of his ideas, the bite of his 
mind are legendary. This is a pity, 
because the layman scared off by 
his learning is going to miss a rare 
intellectuar treat. In this fourth and 
final collection* of his Selected 
Writings, edited by Henry Hardy and 
introduced by Noel Annan, are 
gathered 13 portraits of men Berlin 
nus admired. Ail but two of the 
group — Churchill and Felix 
Frankfurter — were dead when 
their doges were first published; all 
-'.RpOSijveUand Ejnstfi jn 
— he kne\V personally. They were 
not intended to form a book, and it 
is fortuitous that they do finally 
resolve themselves into a 
symphonic shape, ending in a long 
coda of the utmost brilliance. 


Two of the most meticulously 
realised portraits must be con- 
sidered together. Chaim Weizmann 
and L.B. Namier were both Jews 
from Eastern Europe who formed 
an early admiration for England — 
its life, language, liberty, its 
tolerance, moderation, and ec- 
centricity.. Both men; were to have 
their anjjlophilia blunted in the 
struggle for. the state of Israel by the 



Isaiah Berlin 


bloody-mindedness of Bevin, by the 
pro-Arab slant of the Foreign Office 
and the vacillations of a country 
caught in a web of conflicting 

E romises il could not keep. Reading 
etween the lines, one can see how 
both men must have been a thorn in 
the flesh of English life. And yet the 
greatness of each is here mar- 
vellously caught. 

In his studies of intellectuals — 
Aldous Huxley, Maurice Bowra. 
John Flame natz, J.L. Austin — Ber- 
tin paints with broad strokes. Thus, 
though he tells us Bowra was the 
greatest English wit of his day, he 
does not vouchsafe examples of that 
wit. Yet the picture of a generation 
of young Oxford philosophers ham- 
mering out their ideas, inspired by 
Austin's Lifelong quest for precision, 
truth and excellence, immediately 
conveys the excitement and intox- 
ication they felt. The essay on 
Einstein and Israel is a useful remin- 
der or the simple faith in Zionism 
*" vtfhirfHne'vdf deserted that transcen- 
dental genius. 

The book ends with a long, 
freshly-written essay describing 
Berlin's meetings with Russian 
writers in two visits to Russia in 
1945 and 1956; notably and cen- 
trally Anna Akhmatova and Boris 
Pasternak. These brilliant, moving, 
terrible, but finally inspiring ac- 
counts of heroic lives lived out in 
the heart of darkness would alone 
justify the book; as it is, they 
triumphantly round it out. 

*Personal Impressions, The 
Hogarth Press £9.50. 



BOOKS 


ISRAEL (TfrfrEJtVED, An 
Anatomy of the State by William 
Frankel. Thames & Hudson, £7.95, 

288 pp. 


By Lynne Reid Banks 



THIS IS A QUITE exceptionally in- 
teresting book. To begin with, it is a 
book by a Jew who nas somehow 
contrived to keep a cool head about 
Israel. Until one reflects how hard it 
would have been to investigate so 
minutely, find out so much and set it 
all down with so much insight, hqd 
he not been profoundly committed, 
one might be tempted to think of 
Mr. Frankel as a gimlet-eyed obser- 
ver, firmly detached emotionally 
from his complex subject. . 

At first I feared the book would 
be dry — its cover Is so stark, its 
chapter headings ("The Assembly 
of Parliament,” "Clericalists ” “Ap- 
plied Socialism,” “Judaism in Prac- 
tice” etc.) so uncompromisingly 
scholarly. But two hours after 
receiving it I was still in my 
dressing-gown, . too rivetted to get 
on with my day. Deeply serious and 
comprehensive, U Is at the 


Israel’s 

time all but roiickingly readable... 
But it is not at all a comfortable 
read, for those wishing to see only 
the positive side of Israel society. 

One of the most disquieting ques- 
tions one hears asked in Israel now 
is a variant on the old pioneers' anx- 
iety which amounted to an in- 
feriority neurosis: Can Jews farm? 
Can Jews fight?* The new heart- 
searching concern, which this book 
shows to be a proper one, is: Can 
Jews run a state? Can they rise 
above the narrow diaspora men- 
tality enough to see the point of 
striving for economic indepen- 
dence, come to terms with their 
situation realistically and without 
too much crippling reference to the 
past,, and above all, perhaps, stop 
trying to hit the jackpot with a 
machine which is now their own arid 
not the property of some goy who is 
fair game? 

The book — which is as valuable 
a work of reference as a small en- 
cyclopedia — - does not go out of its 
way (o stress the flaws amid, the 
triumphs of the past 32 years of 
stajji- making; but on balance what 
^merges is a nation in the tightening 
grip of a tragic spiritual, economic 



and political malaise. Untypicaily, 
Mr. Frankel docs not make the 
error of laying this wholly at the 
door of external forces. 

In a country of some three million 
people, the effects of a small num- 
ber of crooks, a larger number of 
retrogressive and recalcitrant 
religious bigots and a larger number 
still of power-seeking, , narrow- 
visioned people fighting for their 
vested interests can bring a hopeful 


young idealistic society to the verge 
of ruin. Mr. Frankel shows quite 
subtly howi well-meaning injections 
or money from outside can mislead 
and distort 1 and weaken the moral 
fibre of 8 small, struggling nation; . 
how the very qualities which gave 
Israel its unique strength — the 
sense of the nation as family, the . 
ideology, the naive belief. in the in- 
corruptibility of Jews, in authority 
over other Jews — can bring out the 


parasite in certain human beings, 
who batten on these qualities and 
feast unchecked, due to a complex 
interlocking system, combining 
religious, political and industrial 
elements, which seems helpless to 
root these cankers out, and even 
finds itself protecting them. 

Mr. Frenkel's book shows us a 
society fighting riot only for sur- 
vival, but for its soul. By concen- 
trating on how the state of Israel . 
functions, he has bravely uncovered 
weaknesses which, unlike some 
which besci her, are within her own 
power tp put right. 
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Former Premier Sir Harold Wilson addressing the Labour Friends of Israel an- 
nual dinner. At left Is Ian Mikardo, MP. Between them is Mrs. Mikardo. At 
right Is Valerie Cocks. 


Foot at LFI dinner 


Jewish Observer Reporter 
Addressing the annual Labour 
Friends of Israel dinner, Michael 
Foot, newly-elected leader of the 
Labour Party, attacked Tory 
government policy on the Middle 
East, declaring, “I do not believe 
that what happened at Venice 
would be considered a great 
achievement." 

Michael Foot shared the platform 
with Peter Shore, the then shadow 
foreign secretary, and Sir Harold 
Wilson. All three speakers made the 
EEC initiative the main target of 


A charity preview of the hit West 
End musical "They're Playing Our 
Song." arranged by the Friends of 
the Federation of Zionist Youth, 
raised £3,500 for FZY activities, in- 
cluding educational schemes in 
Israel. 

"The Friends" which comprises 
past members of FZY, started 
meeting again a year ago. "We 
managed to sell all 1,300 seats in the 
Shaftesbury Theatre" said Barry 
Green, a former Chairman of FZY 
and himself a member of “The 
Friends." "The event raised about 
£3,500 for the movement's activities 


their speeches. Shore said that he 
hoped the EEC leaders at their sum- 
mit meeting in Luxembourg would 
deal with tne wider aspects of the 
Middle East problem and not con- 
centrate solely on the Israel- 
Palestinian question. 

Ian Mikardo, who presided, 
spoke of the tremendous work that 
had been undertaken by the Friends 
in the past year. Of the 268 Labour 
Members currently in Parliament, 
over 140 were now members of the 
group. 


and we would like to thank all those 
who supported us." 

After the performance, members 
of "The Friends" were able to go 
backstage to meet the show's stars, 
Tom Conti and Gemma Craven, 

The next function on "The 
Friends" agenda is a Barn Dance in 
Edgware on Valentine’s Day, but 
they are keen to hear from anyone 
who would like to meet old friends 
and join "The Friends." Further in- 
formation can be obtained from 
Louise Jacobs at the FZY Office on 
328 1136. 


ZF schools 

By MEIRAH YUDKIN 

THE DAY-SCHOOL COMMIT- 
TEE Is one of the liveliest groups 
among tjie plethora of existing ZF 
committees. It is ably co-chaired by 
the indefatigable Beatrice Barwell, 
who has recently joined the ZF staff 
as the new editor of the Zionist Year 
Book. 

The flesh and bones of 
education — the day-schools — are 
analysed, dissected, but eventually 
left intact after one of our sessions, 
The nitty-gritty of day-school 
education is thoroughly gone into. 
The headmasters and headmistres- 
ses outline the progress of their 
respective schools — how the 
teachers are settling in, the learning 
and teaching processes and the 
problemata of running a school. 

The committee consists of two 
co-chairmen: Ernest Frankel and 
Beatrice Barwell; Shoshana Eytan, 
the director of education; Irit 
Wohlstcin, inspector of day-schools 



and ulpanim; myself, the deputy 
director of education; headmasters 
and headmistresses of the day- 
schools; a representative governor 
of each of the day-schoolsj a 
member of the Rabbinate who is in- 
volved in day-school education; 
elected members of the national ex- 
ecutive, representatives of PTAs 
and sundry invitees. 

Matters of substance are regular- 
ly discussed, such as how much time 
snould be devoted to Modern 
Hebrew and how much to Jewish 
Studies. The committee finally 
agrees in this case that the first is 
the vehicle of our Jewish ex- 
perience. 

According to the latest report, 
our 16 .Jewish day-schools 
throughout Britain are flourishing, 
though with a few teething 
problems here and there. Our latest 
scoop — Calderwood Lodge School 

has received state recognition as 
from 1982. 

The day-school committee is in 
no way reminiscent, of Alan 
Ayckebourne's Ten Times Table. 
The meetings are brief and pointed, 
and the human dynamic un- 
complicated. 


Agency chairman Dulzin in Finchley 


Aryeh Dulzin, Chairman of the 
World Zionist Organization and the 
Jewish Agency, while in London on 
a brief visit, received a delegation 
from the Zionist Federation of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

The delegation consisted of Lord 
Janner (president), Geoffrey H. 
Gelberg (chairman), Ab Kramer 
(deputy chairman), Anthony 


Stanton (assistant honorary 
treasurer) and Sidney L Shipton 
(general secretary). 

The discussions related tb the 
work of the Zionist Federation, its 
forthcoming merger with the 
Mizrachi and the financial problems 
of the youth movements; Later, 
Dulzin paid a visit to the Zionist 
movement’s new headquarters in 
Finchley. 


£3,500 raised for FZY Friends 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Unfair 

Sir — British Jewry's ethnic press 
spews out regular doses of an anti- 
Begin governmental catalogue of 
woe. This constant unreasonable 
reporting and comment should, 
once and for all, be put in true 
perspective. 

It is regrettable that an un- 
disiplined labour Histadrul, on 
purely political grounds, refuses to 
cooperate with the government in 
operating a reasonable wages and 
prices economic policy. Whilst one 
should consider the "mystery of 
(Israel’s) inflation,” and such com- 
ments as "Israel Is a poor country 
with rich citizens," nevertheless fact 
should be distinguished from fiction 
in much of the reporting by (he 
British media, particularly the 
Jewish press, regarding the pop- 
ularity of Menachem Bogin and his 


attacks on Begin 


administration. In a recent leader 
column of the Jewish Chronicle we 
were Informed that “all the opinion 
polls, private and public, point to a 
massive Opposition victory, 
whether that Opposition be led by 
Shimon Peres or Yitzhak Rabin, or 
even a combination of Ezer 
Weizman and Moshe Dayan.” 
According to polls recently con- 
ducted on behalf of The Jerusalem 
Post by the Modi’in Ezrachi Ap- 

J licd Research Centre, since June- 
uly 1980, Rabin's popularity has 
dropped by 2 per cent, Peres’ drop- 
ped by 1 per cent, Weizman’s by 2.1 
per cent, Dayan's increased by 1,7 
per cent, whilst Menachem Begin 
unproved his popularity by 6.9 per 
cent. 

Britain's unemployment rate is 
about 9 per cent of the working 


population; Israel’s is 4.7 per cent 
In the last nine months, Israel's ex 
ports rose by 24 per cent. 1980 was 
good year for Israel's farmers, wit] 
food exports reaching record levelt 
Cotton exports set a world record, 
third more than the nearest riva 
Negev Phosphates earned a recor 
$130m. Israel's trade deficj 
declined and the stock marke 
shows an annual 8 per cent increas 
as investment ventures grow apace 
Probably the most slgnincan 
facts are contained in a bookie 
published by the Union Bank c 
Switzerland, comparing world shoe 
ping basket prices in 45 raq]or worl 
cities. The lowest priced foo 
basket was in Tel Aviv. 

Yours faithfully 
, .... Leslie Jackso 

Wtllesden, London NW10. 


High finances 


Jewish Observer Reporter 

ONE READS ONLY stories of 
doom and gloom about the state of 
the Israel economy nowadays so 
one tends to forget that some 
aspects of it still have a good 
measure of vitality and drive. An ex- 
ample of this is Bank Leumi, and 
not least, Bank Leumi (UK) Ltd. 

Bank Leumi Le-Israel is Israel's 
largest banking group. Its interim 
results for the end of June show that 
the consolidated assets of the bank 
totalled IL829 billion (over £7.66 
billion) ex Trusts, Provident funds 
and Insurance subsidiaries; an in- 
crease of 52% since the end of 1979.- 
The British journal Banker rates 
Bank Leumi in 91st place among 
the world's banks. Bank Leumi to- 
day holds about 50 per cent of the 
total deposits by the Israel public:— 

Consolidated net profit for the 
first half of 1980 reached a total of 
IL2.095 million f£ 17.8m), an in- 
crease of more man 20 per cent 
over the whole of last year 
and almost treble the net profit (an 
increase of 192 per cent) for the 
same period in 1979. This year. 
Bank Leumi has also broadened its 
capital base, thus expanding invest- 
ments in subsidiaries and branches 
both in Israel and abroad, and has 
improved the ratio of capital to as- 
sets. The increase in capital funds 
by IL8.6 billion during the first half 
of the year has brought the Group’s 
capital to the equivalent of £225 
million by mid-year. Since then 
there has been a further IL 1,500 
million issue of capital notes and an 
$80 million Eurobond issue by 
Leumi International Investment 


E 


NV, the largest issue so far by an 
Israel-controlled company. 

On the 30th anniversary of Bank 
Leumi Le-Israel BM's activity in 
the U.S., the New York banking sub- 
sidiary doubled its branches to 26 by 
absorbing 13 branches acquired 
from Bankers Trust. In order to ex- 
and the range of services for its 
sraeli and international customers, 
the Bank has founded a merchant 
bank, Leumi and Company Invest- 
ment Bankers Ltd., in cooperation 
with a group of industrialists. The 
merchant bank is already operating. 
The Bank has also continued to 
develop a variety of services in 
Israel, such as the Ogen pension 
fund; Siyon, a new provident fund 
for the self-employed; Keshet, a 
severance pay fund, and new unit 
trusts. The Leumicard Visa credit 
d system is constantly ex- 
pari3l?l_ 

Bank LeumP(UK) Ltd—is-Lhe. 
United Kingdom subsidiary of Bank 
Leumi Le-Israel BM with four 
branches in the London region giv- 
ing a complete range of banking ser- 
vices bolh to personal and cor- 
porate customers. Having been es- 
tablished in this country for nearly 
80 years, the bank is firmly 
entrenched in the Jewish com- 
munity and has become belter 
known through its branches 
in Ilford (Gant’s Hill) and Golders 
Green, which are open extended 
banking hours and on Sunday morn- 
ings. The Bank reports a continued 
substantial increase in the number 
of its customer accounts and has 
recently begun a drive to attract stu- 
dents in conjunction with the Union 
of Jewish Students. 
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CHIEF OF STAFF Rafael Eilan ar- 
rived at the small airfield on the 
periphery of Tel Aviv straight from 
a meeting with Defence Minister 
Mcnahem Begin. It was Thursday 
noon and Raful had just. Tor the 
umpteenth time, been arguing the 
case for not cutting the defence 
budget. 

He did not stop in at the small but 
adequate coffee lounge at the air- 
field, where several of us had been 
wailing for him to hitch a ride up 
north, to join a raid scheduled for 
that night on terrorist bases in 
southern Lebanon. He had ob- 
viously had enough of both coffee 
and closed rooms and whs anxious 
to get going. 

The rest of us ambled over to the 
plane: the army spokesman, and 
two reporters Raful had personally 
given permission to go on the raid. 

By the time we reached the light 
aircraft, Ratal was busy checking 
the plane with the professionalism 
of a full-time 'pilot. Dressed in 
coveralls, licjilopped'for u moment 
to banter with a young captain he 
obviously knew well, and with a 
greusy mechanic who seemed com- 
pletely at case with the C-o-S. 

MUCH. TO. thy surprise, Raful him- 
self 'climbed nito the pilot's seat. 
Everyone else seemed to take it for 
granted. 

He makes sure that the doors are 
closed and mumbled slowly into the 
heudset. In n matter of minutes, we 
were headed north to what Raful 
likes best; action among men with 
wheat he has something in com- 
mon. Away from Treasury 
bureaucrats and ministers. Away 
from the polities of defence he so 
despises and is still so uncomfor- 
table with after two years of being 
the country’s top soldier. 

He ^.-IhC-JPOUrUhiiiSic^ijticaijiL. oj:. 
mrit. His car is modest — no flags, 
no pennants. He flies himself and 
treats mechanics and young cap- 
tains with the same seriousness as 
he does men of stale. 

He is a simple man who evokes 
complex reactions, and it is impossi- 
ble not to feel tremendous warmth 
for the short figure in flight overalls 
six inches away. He has shown no 
resentment at the hursh treatment 
he lias often been given by the press 
— including the two of us sitting in 
the plane for whul have been 
regarded as mistakes. 

Ratal's take-off was better than 
hisflanding. But with an agility sur- 
prising in one who has put on so 
much weight lately, he bounded 
out of the pilot's seat, opened the 
doors for us all, and without 
ceremony brought two blocks over 


Commander 
in the field 

Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan has never abandoned Iris role as one of 
Israel's "fighting soldiers." This was amply shown recently, during tile 
Israel Defence Forces daring 10-hour pre-emptive strike against 
terrorist bases In southern Lebanon. Observing Lieut.-Gen. Eitan in 
action was Post Military Correspondent HIRSH GOODMAN. 


to secure the wheels. 

He had not brought much bag- 
gage for the night he would be 
spending in a command bunker in 
the north — a duffle coat and a 
revolver. His adjutant carried a 
heavy black attache case. Ap- 
parently it isn't easy to be rid of 
one's office. 

A GROUP of officers and men 
were waiting for him at the edge of 
the runway. Spread out on the 
ground were a map and aerial 
photographs of the area to be at- 
tacked. No fanfare, or ceremonial; 
simple greetings and handshakes. 

Raful wanted to be told every lit- 
tle detail. On his left was O.C. 
Northern Command, Aluf Avigdor 
Ben-Gal, a man Ratal once said was 
trained in the armour, but was slow- 
ly coming round to the right way of 
thinking, the paraimop way. 
Another officer. “D," was doing the 
talking for it was he who was 
charged with leading the men IN 
km. over the border into the heart 
of KniahlamJ, following weeks spent 
studying the objective and training 
his troops lor the task. 

Raful listened pattern I v to the 
.. tyuL A tul.Uie n. .ralhcf I jke a. lather, 
slowly, distinctly and authoritatively 
l without sounding sanctimonious), 
he made his suggestions. Perhaps 
they could come from here so as to 
circumvent a steep incline and thus 
save their strength for the final as- 
sault. Perhaps there should be 
covering fire from this direction, 
and not that. Did they have such- 
and-such a weapon, and what were 
the contingency plans? Perhaps 
they should be modified, like this. 

The officers gave their answers 
with just as much authority, putting 
forward their arguments without 
diffidence, but with respect. They 
won out on most points and Raful 
did not pull rank; he had given his 
ndvicc, but was not going to impose 
it. 

The men charged with that 
night's mission were called 


CIVIL-MILITARY RIFT 


(t'omlnuvd faun preceding page) 

establishment is being told that 
defence projects- wil L be virt ually 
unaffected. -How anyone can recon- 
cile these two statements was 
beyind his comprehension. 

The defence establishment is go- 
ing to be affected. The Kfir produc- 
tion line is going to be virtually dis- 
mantled. And this within three 
weeks of a visit by the Mexican 
defence minister, who is said to be 
in favour of purchasing the aircraft. 

The Kfir can also serve to il- 
lustrate how haphazard the 
decision-making process was. The 
lead time in ordering engines, 
metal, electronics, avionics and 
spares is 18 months. Israel Aircraft 
Industries have many millions of 
dollars worth of parts waiting in the 
stores for filtering into the produc- 
tion pipeline. What are they sup- 
posed to do now with the dozens of 
J-79 engines collecting cobwebs? Or 


together. Raful gave a speech he 
has not changed since [967: “This is 
an honour for you... this operation 
is for the defence of the State... It is 
your national duty... It isn't going to 
be easy...” 

It took (ess than two. minutes, 
despite his slow-molioti manner of 
speaking, but the message was 
clear: The fact that the men knew 
they were being addressed by a 
legendary family figure who would 
spend the entire night in a com- 
mand bunker like u hen on its roost, 
overseeing the operation, was 
enough. Confidence is infectious, 
and they caught it from the stocky 
man in a flying suit. 



There was u lightning movement 
to the i resile- tables where the last 
meal . they; .would,. cut. before, 
^l-eakfilst Was sdt -out Under the 
open sky: cold chicken and warm, 
sweet army coffee. Plastic plates 
and forks have replaced the greasy 
mcss-lins of Ratal's and many later 
generations’ soldiering. 

The talk was quiet and irrelevant. 
It was the day of the great battle 
between Peres and Rabin in another 
world, and Tel Aviv Maccabi was 
playing somewhere in Europe. 
There were some wisecracks about 
taking a portable TV set to watch 
the game. 

The wife of one of the men. an of- 
ficer we’ll call Z, was expecting her 
first baby that night. Everyone was 
concerned. One had the feeling that 
these were men who had spent a lot 
of lime in each others' company, 
who were comrades in the fullest 


IT IS 4 p.m. when the men leap onto 
the waiting trucks. Their equipment 
is impressively professional: ropes 
for this, buckles for that. It all looks 
bulky and heavy, but the men are 
perfectly comfortable with their 
military paraphernalia. 

Having a couple of reporters with 
them seems to act as a morale 
booster. At least the outside world 
is interested in them. 

Most of the men are officers, 
selected for the task as a kind of 
prize. They come from various 
units, but ail know each other; the 
family is large but small. None of 
them is from a kibbutz, which is a 
major change from "our day." Most 
of them say they will sign on for 
another term. Another change. 
There are no complicated explana- 
tions as to why: they just like it. 

It's a bumpy ride, almost 
backbreaking, and the driver is 
roundly cussed at every jolt. Even- 
tually the trucks stop, and we jump 
down, followed by tons of equip- 
ment. It is heaved up silently, ami ri- 
fles are cocked. 

At the same time, not far away 
fr»m where the border crossing is 
being made. Ruful and his senior of- 
ficers position themselves in a sim- 
ple. hut adequate, forward com- 
mand post for the long night's wait. 

They will be in radio contact with 
the forces, listening only to the 
periodic communication of a terse 
Code- word, indicating position. In 
order to secure surprise, rudm con- 
tact is kept to a minimum. There is 
no dialogue, and none of the many 
questions which must have been 
swimming UTountl in the heads ol 
ihe generals — each of whom had 
personalis done mans times wh.u 
i lie younger men deep in South 
1 eb.mon were doing now — could 
, be asked 

i. • Ruful —'^ny those who spent the 
night with him — shows no emo- 
tion. But the strain could not keep 
from showing even on his granite 
lace. Alter all. overall responsibility 
for success or failure is ultimately, 
his. It was he vs ho had convinced 
the political echelon to approve the 
raid. It was he who had given his 
blessings for the filial plans, and it 
wits he who had selected the force 
in the field. It would also be he uho 
would have to visit the families of 
any men killed in action. 

The knowledge that the Chief of 
staff was near by was an important 
factor lor the morale of the men in 
the field. For they knew that no 
matter what went wrong — and 
things could go wrong — the person 
who had to make the decisions was 
on the spot. There was a feeling of 


being part of a greater body, with 
the entire capability of the IDF 
behind unc should ii be needed. 

The thought was reassuring we 
picked our yvay down the impossible 
slopes and inclines eu route to the 
target: "Big daddy" was watching, 
and he never closed his eyes fur a 
moment. 

The men knew that in that com- 
mand bunker sat a man with years 
of personal experience to his credit 
and who hud done himself yyhut 
they were now doing, countless 
limes before. 

The feeling of being pun of a 
greater body was enhanced when, 
within seconds of the opening at- 
tack, Israeli artillery begun fulling 
with pin-point accuracy on terrorist 
camps from where reinforcements 
could have been sent. And one sens-' 
ed the perfect orchestration as the 
huge helicopters came in to land at 
a pro- deter mined spui. in wltai 
seemed lo he the middle of 
nowhere, two hours march from the 
target area, first flying out the 
casualties and then the men them- 
selves nt batches of 35. 

By 4:30 we were back where we 
had started from 10 hours earlier. 
Never lias lukc-wunn army tea and 
a hard-boiled egg tasted better. 

The sun yyas beginning to rise 
when Raful arris ed. No. Z's wile 
had not given birth yet. The 
generals huddled over a table with 
ihe ul livers. The questions were 
again probing. 

The compliments vs ere genuine, 
and accepted as such by ihe men. 
They had earned out their task to 
the letter Ihe explanation of the 
com m.nule r ol the *»ne force that 
had been spoiled early by the ter- 
rorists was ju. copied without demur, 
as v. a, the report on how the 
-cuNUvilijev' Jiad happened*. .Tlqsw 
were no recriminations, only sor- 
row (One soldier u.r. killed and 
three wounded i 

Ratal had not slept a sv ink. but it 
did not show on his craggy face. He 
spoke to the troops again, his words 
this time moderated by the presence 
of u television crew that had ap- 
peared overnight. He ended as sud- 
denly as he began, and to an outside 
car the message was uninspiring 
Apparently, however, he spoke his 
men's language, for I heard a 
youngster behind me whisper to his 
friend. “EirWi abba — what a 
father!” A higher compliment would 
be difficult to imagine. 

Just for the record: Ratal went 
directly to his office, had a shower, 
changed his clothes and worked 
solidly. through to 5.30 p.m. □ 


Compromise sum on defence budget 


the ions of metal? 

And what about the 3,000 to 5,000 
men who are going to be affected by 
the decision, many of them aircraft 
engineers and space scientists who 
were trained al a tremendous cost 
lo work on the Kfir? Will they now 
become another Hem on the long 
agenda of the committee formed 
recently to examine the problem of 
emigration? 

Perhaps the defence budget 
should be cut. Perhaps it could even 
be cut more than it has been. But 
the government will never find out 
until a strong defence minister is ap- 
pointed with authority in both the 
government and the army, and with 
the knowledge necessary for him to 
be able to impose his views. 

The truth is that the real enemy 
w'as forgotten, and his strength and 
weaknesses never featured in the 
great debate on the country's 
defence spending. 


Thejjovernment last week solved 
the problem of the defence budget 
for 1980/81 by allocating IS 15.5 
billion instead of IS IS billion 
originally proposed by the Finance 
Ministry. 

The Defence Ministry wanted 
more than IS2 1 billion, but later 
said it could make do with IS 1 8.6 
billion, if certain projects were can- 
celled. 

Defence Ministry officials and 
senior staff officers felt a sense of 
defeat at ,thc cabinet's decision. 

This decision, they said, would 
cost some 8,000 military and 
defence personnel their jobs, while 
20,000 workers in defence-related 
industries would be affected. They 
said the decision spells almost cer- 
tain doom for Ihe development of 


the Lavie fighter aircraft. It will also 
slice heavily, into the production 
rale of Merkava main battle tanks, 


reduce the production rate of Kfir 
fighter aircraft, and stymie major 


research and development already 
in the pipeline. 

Training of forces will be cut 
significantly, reserve duty will be 
minimized, ^nd the flight hours al- 
located to pilots cut. 

As it is Israeli pilots fly fewer 
training houjs than many of their 
European and Arab counterparts. 

Israel Aircraft Industries expects 
to lay off at least 3,000 workers and 
possibly even 5,000. 

The cut will leave the IAI with 
millions of dollars worth of parts 
purchased in recent years for 
scheduled production. 

But Finance Minister Yigael Hur- 
vitz bitterly attacked the defence 
establishment sources far giving the 
■■misleading"! impression that its 
budget for next year had been cut 
and thul Isruel Defence Forces" ef- 
fectiveness would be Impaired. 

He told the Likud Knesset faction 
that u political decision hud been 
taken, tor. better or for worse, and 


there was no point in continuing to 
challenge it. 

It yvas intolerable, Hurvitz con- 
tinued that “those in uniform" 
should present as facts what thev had 
been presenting, when the defence 
budget had nor decreased in real 
terms. 

(Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechat Zipori. meeting with 
military reporters in Tel Aviv 
last week, pointed out that the 
budget would surpass IS 17b. next 
year — well below the maximum of 
IS 2 1.3b. originally requested, but 
appreciably more than the IS 1 5.5b, 
budgeted for the current year. He 
stressed that the IDF’s effectiveness 
would not be impaired, and reas- 
sured the reporters that production 
of the Merkava tank and develop- 
ment of the Lavie fighter would 
continue — as would the produc- 
tion of the Kfir fighter, if foreign 
buyers are found.) 

f Compiled from irpitr/s by Shlumu .tfeii; 
and Hirsh Govdmani 
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THE NIGHT after my first visit to 
Neve Tirza, Israel's only prison 
for women, I Found it very hard to 
fall aslpep. Not because I'd seen 
anything so shocking or depressiQg. 
On the contrary, the place looked 
clean and orderly as could be. The 
officers were hospitable, the jailers 
polite and even smiling, the 
prisoners talkative and lively. Still, 
despite everybody's efforts to look 
contented. Neve Tirza simply 
terrified me. 

Once through the enormous 
gates, it is u world of few sounds, 
cold looks, no warmth. The only 
sounds are jangling of keys, locking 
and unlocking of heavy iron doors, 
jailers’ shurp interjections, women 
dragging their feet. 

Neve Tirza is one of many 
clusters of houses in the State 
Prison Compound, just outside 
Ramie. It is reached by way of a dirt 
truck which is hard to find if you 
don't come by the infrequent bus. 
The prison occupies nearly eight 
acres, and is considered small: it 
has 70 prisoners, uboul 60 women 
jailers and 20 clerks. The only man 
is u janitor of sorts, apart from the 
doctor and other professionals. 

The physical layout is simple: a 
bright-coloured building where the 
administration has its offices: half a 
dozen huts used as workshops, class- 
rooms, infirmary and laundry; and 
two long, one-storey structures 
housing the cells. Each has a small 
kitchen, a dining room, two rows of 
cells, and a small recreation corner 
with u black and white TV set, kept 
under a heavy lock during the day. 

WHY DOES Israel have only one 
women's prison when so many have 
been built for men? “Maybe we 
don’t need more," answered Neve 

Tifz^s d^Ulf: WfdCrdr^aV^ * 
Shoham. “Our judges are known to 
be very lenient with women. They 
would rather give them several ‘se- 
cond chances’ than send them to 
jail. It’s the bottom rung here.” 

Later on, I checked her remark 
about the judges' lenient way with 
women offenders. After reviewing a 
number of files I was more confused 
than before. Judges seem to have a 
very personal and different criteria 
as to who deserves jail and who 
doesn't, and for how long. In the 
files 1 went through, offences often 
seemed loo light or too heavy for 
the punishment. 

Ages of prisoners at Neve Tirza 
range from 16 to 54. They have been 
sentenced for burglary (16 of them), 
illegal use of explosives ( 1 5), murder 
(9), soliciting (7), disorderly conduct 
(3), fraud (3), criminal attack (2), 
armed robbery, rape, hijacking, car 
theft, drug dealing, and forging che- 
ques. They are lodged in 
scrupulously clean cells with two 
beds and three or four bunks. Only 
three prisoners, each serving a 
longer than 10-year-term, have cells 
to themselves. 

The first thing one notices is that 
1 6-year-old runaways from institu- 
tions share cells with hardened 
prostitutes, former drug addicts, 
security prisoners, women who 
didn't pay their debts on lime, and 
girls who tried to evade the draft on 
religious grounds but were caught 
smoking or driving on Shabbat. 
There is no way to keep separate ail 
these different kinds of prisoner. 

NEVE TIRZA differs from a 
men's prison in one important 
respect: there’s little physical 
violence on the part of either 
prisoners or jailers. “With women 
violence takes n more subtle form: 
it's latent, in the eyes, in the way 
they speak or don't, in their air of 
indifference,'' explained the 
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World without warmth 

'You know what freedom is for me? It's having no one to tell me 
when to wake up and when to go to bed/ one of the inmates 
at Neve Tirza tells The Post's MARY HIRSCHFELD, who recently 
visited Israel's only prison for women. Photos by Israel Talby. 



criminologist Dr. Zvi Eisekowitz, of 
the Haifa University School of 
Social Work. 

“Jailers won't hit prisoners with 
their fists but they'll chat on the 
phone a long time, wear tight-fitting 
pants (prisoners wear often sloppy 
uniforms), bring cakes with them, or 
simply tell each other what fun they 
had with their boyfriends the night 
before. Maybe it's not their inten- 
tion but it’s a kind of punishment 
■ .OwJlito-JWWkhtl fderj^he ^jd. . 
v * 1 1 

Not all jailers in Neve Tirza fit 
this description but (hen, it takes all 
kinds. For some, like 22-year-old 
Fanny, dealing with inmates is an 
art to be learned. It needs "a lot of 
patience, understanding and com- 
passion.” 

“You know, we often have to be 
nurses, social workers, psy- 
chologists, a big sister and a mother 
all rolled into one,” Colette, a five- 
year veteran of Neve Tirza, told me.' 
"We bear on our shoulders the bur- 
den of mending the wrongs of 
society — for these women are 
society's failures. We are expected 
to live with them and help them get 
back to a normal life. We have to 
succeed where everything else has 
failed.” Look at Asher Yadlin, for 
instance. He had all that crlticism.of 
jailors in his book. What does he 
know of what we have to go 
through?" 

Neve Tirza isn’t as cramped as 
most prisons for men but it is cer- 
tainly a severe handicap, Haya 
Shoham considers, that it lacks the 
proper facilities for all its prisoners. 
"We often get drug addicts whom 
the judge refused to send to 
hospital. We don't have a proper 
place for (hem, nor the proper staff. 
All we can do is lock the girl in the 
solitary so that she won’t disturb 
others, have a physician attend her 
whenever possible, and hope for the 
best. 

THE PRISON has had mentally 
retarded inmates and girls at dif- 
ferent stages of phychosis wailing in 
their cells. Some wouldn’t go to the 
toilet and had constantly to be 
washed by the jailer. “There was 
nothing we could do about them,” 
prison criminologist Sara said. 
"They made everybody’s life much 
harder but we simply liad to carry 
on. We could not treat them, and 


we could not send them away, 
because no hospital would take 
them ” 

The Neve Tirza routine has to 
be maintained. Prisoners find it the 
hardest thing to get used to. "You 
know what freedom is for me? It’s 
having no one to (ell me when to 
wake up and when lo go to bed.” 
Many of them make remarks like 
this. 

Apparently, their day is always 

my fiinul) came to visit' me iney 
were surprised to ses me unhand- 
cuffcd," smiled hairdresser-to-be 
Ronit. "I think they expected to 
find me in a pillory. Life here is 
almost like in a kibbutz: there's 
always some kind of group, films, 
classes. It makes the time go faster.” 
She smiled and looked very much 
at ease. Still, she somehow sounded 
unreal; there was an undeniable 
sense of constraint. Ronit started 
showing dilTerent feelings. “I can't 
stand it any longer: it’s been two 
years already. I feel I’ve paid my 
dues, there's nothing more for me to 
do here. I look at the walls, I think a 
lot, but I feel lost. I want to do 
something on my own initiative, l 
want to work and feel useful. Come 
to think of it, it’s quite absurd: why 
does society keep us here? It costs a 
lot of money to have me lodged and 
fed. If they put me to work, the state 
could pick up my pay." 

RONIT’S COMPLAINT was 
voiced by many others: society does 
not want us rehabilitated, it simply 
does not care. It cannot face its own 
failures so it seals us off, the longer 
the better. “None of us are here 
because we had it good out there. 
We had problems and needed help. 
We had nothing before; we’ll have 
even less after." 

Over 30 per cent of the prisoners 
are serving their second or third 
term, Haia Shoham said. “We 
worked very hard, sometimes for 
years, lo put some of these girls 
back on their feet. Can you imagine 
how we feel when we have to send 
them back to nowhere?” Sara the 
criminologist remarks there are no 
rehabilitation services for women in 
Israel, "Welfare Offices sometimes 
get them a place to live, or a job, but 
they need so much more than that: 
warmth, understanding, a little ex- 
ternal order, someone to talk to, a 
way back to society. They’ll find 


none of that. In a way, it’s simpler 
with men. It's easier for them to find 
a place lo stay on their first night of 
freedom," she noted. 

Family is not necessarily the 
answer. According to Haya Shoham, 
many families have summarily cut 
all lies with their daughters, sisters 
and wives once they were 
"disgraced.” Prison social workers 
invest a lot of time and energy try- 
ing lo convince those families to ac- 
cepi their “black sheep,” she paid. 

’ They 'don't t a fifties succeed," "The 
worst is when we have to send 
former prisoners back to families 
responsible for their being here in 
the first place. Broken homes, 
drunken fathers, relatives who beat 
them until they learned lo hit back. 
And then they're sent to prison. But 
we've little choice. It’s either that or 
the street.” 

HANNA MJZRACH! is one of 
these prisoners rejected by her 
family. No one has stayed in Neve 
Tirza longer, no one has so long a 
lime there still ahead of her. She 
was sentenced to life imprisonment 
but had it commuted lo 25 years, of 
which she has another 18 still to 
serve. It was a long time before it 
member of her family showed any 
interest in her: they did not like the 
publicity she had attracted. 

Hanna was, in newspaper jargon, 
a cause cdlibre. She grew up in a 
broken home, was in one institution 
after another since the age of 1 1 , on 
drugs since IS, and a prostitute for 
longer than she cares lo remember. 
She stabbed and killed her former 
lover, after a heated argument, in 
June 1974. Within two weeks she 
was tried and sentenced lo life 
imprisonment. This set up ripples at 
the time. There hadn't been many 
Israeli murderesses, and Hanna 
didn’t seem the "monster" depicted 
by the prosecutors. 

Six months fater the High Court 
rejected her appeal but she has 
since had her sentence commuted 
for a long prison-term, Hanna 
claims she has been treated unjust- 
ly. She maintains she committed the 
murder under the influence of drugs 
but that the judges didn't take that 
into consideration. She adds that 
she requested a medical examina- 
tion, or that she should be placed 
under observation, but her request 
was not allowed. She never saw her 
attorney, she says, until the trial, so 


she had no chance of a proper 
defence. No one helped her to 
shake off the drug-habit; she was 
forced to cure herself in prison, it 
look her six months, most of which 
she spent chained to her bed in the 
“solitary." 

THE WORST thing was that her 
family, representatives of the law, 
and the people supposed to lake 
care of her, didn't extend the least 
compassion. 

She is now 28, a siim, introverted 
mother of two. She's considered 
rather a special case at Neve Tirza 
though not a trouble' maker. She 
hasn’t made friends with anyone, 
keeps lo herself. "What do 1 have to 
say to the others’? What can they say 
to me? Most of them will be out in a 
few months und I'll still be here. 
We've nothing in common." One 
jailer said Hanna is rather shunned 
by the other prisoners. They'll 
^maFkUi^nically: “Why should we 
waste ouFTfare-on he r? She won' t' 
leave here ever.” 

Hanna's task is to clean the 
workshops after the day's work; she 
does this quickly. The rest of the 
day she spends reading whatever 
she can lay her hands on, and think- 
ing. She is surprisingly intense and 
articulate for someone with little 
schooling. I could not meet her on 
my first visit lo Neve Tirza (I was 
to interview her in Shoham's room 
hut she had to be “properly" dres- 
sed (o be allowed into the ad- 
ministration building. This means 
wearing a bra. She seldom docs and 
refused to on this occasion.) But I 
made a point of meeting her on my 
second visit. 

“SOCIETY IS cruel. There's no 
consideration for others, no pity for 
anyone who's fallen. All they want 
••'is lo keep os /raqiy^hecqusc • seeing 
us reminds them they've failed... What 
do I want most? Love, lo be loved 
and cared for. I've a brother who 
went abroad, raised a family, made 
a lot of money. He never even wrote 
to me here, not even to ask if I'm 
well, if I need money for clothes, 
nothing. 1 wish 1 could give my 
children a family. I've u daughter 
who’s already following in my 
footsteps because she has no one 
who cures for her. How long am I to 
go on paying for wluil I’ve done?” 
Willi good behaviour, Hanna can 
he paroled after serving two thirds 
of her term. She does not believe jt 
possible: “I don’t know Kow long I'll 
be able to stick lo the rules. I’m 
human, it’s hard to keep one's 
sanity here." 

PRISON REGULATIONS ailow 
inmates serving up to otle year a 16- 
hour leave every two months or so, 
after serving the first third of their 
term. Those sentenced lo longer 
terms can request a leave every 
three or four months, after serving 
one-fourth of their term. Hanna 
will be granted leave in December. 

One small incident marked my 
last visit to Neve Tirza. Dropping 
in on the prisoners in their kitchen. 

I chatted for a while with the 
women on duty. They were all very 
friendly, and eager lo try out their 
meagre English. One of them asked 
suddenly if ‘‘they knew" I had in- 
tended to come. I said if she m®* 1 }}. 
the prisoners, the answer was “No 
but the administration obviously 
did. The girl smiled, and said: "Now 
I know why they changed the njenul 
We were ordered to make two kinds 
of food instead of only one — and 
that’s very rare. It looks good but 
who’s going to eat all that? We can t 
take it to our rooms (Only on® 
sandwich) and we have no place to 
store it..." (we had stuffed green 
peppers and fried chicken). ' 0 
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ART/ENTERTAINMENT 

AVIVA MARKS’S one-woman 
show, A Lovely Light, is doing so | 
well that it can now be seen all over ‘ 
the country. The London-born 
actress, who was a member of 
the Habimah theatre company until " 
last year, first gave her dramatiza- ] 
tion (in English) of the poems and 
letters of Edna St. Vincent Millay at 
the Tel Aviv Museum. Now she will j 
perform every other Wednesday at 
the Jerusalem Hilton's Little 
Theatre. The show has also been 
booked from Carmiel to Netanya to 
Rekovot. 

Last Friday night A Lovely Light 
inaugurated a new weekly happen- 
ing sponsored by the Tel Aviv Dan 
Hotel, an intimate erev Shabbat 
with wine, canapes and light enter- 
tainment for IS40 per person. 

"There is a much larger audience 
than I dreamed of,” says Marks, a 
graduate of the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art who came to this 
country as a volunteer during the 
Six Day__Warr-*They keep coming, 
touch" wood. Many are Israelis born 
in English-speaking countries, but 
more and more are Israelis who un- 
derstand English. Of course, there 
are also tourists and people here for 
a year whose mother tongue is 
English. The only people who really 
haven't shown interest yet are the . 
kibbutzniks, which I find strange, as 
I think this show is perfect for kib- 
butzim, especially those with large 
English-speaking populations. 

"I'm not going to get rich from 
what I’m doing," she adds. “There 
are a lot of expenses involved — 
furniture, lighting, posters, tran- 
sport. It’s an experience running the 
show myself, but it makes it just that 
much more rewarding. I like what 


Going it alone 

BETWEEN ACTS / Joan Borsten 



Aviva Marks 

I'm doing much more than when I 
worked at Habimah and had to play 
uninteresting parts. Now I choose 
my own material and am doing what 
gives me pleasure, on my own for 
better or for worse." 

What she enjoys especially is 
watching the audience react. “Some 
have radiant looks on their faces, 
others get very involved. And I get 
lots and lots of letters con* 
gratulating me on bringing this type 
of poetry to the Israeli public." 

ERIC SMITH’S Puppet Theatre 
returns to Israel shortly, bringing 
with it a handful of rave reviews 
from various American critics. 
Most enthusiastic was the 
Washington Post, whose Jean M. 
While wrote: “What distinguishes 


the Israeli troupe from other puppet 
companies is the imagination and 
professionalism of its members. The 
attraction is good theatre, not just 
the novelty of talking puppet 
heads.” 

THE LATEST word from the 
producers of Stage Bug, billed as an 
indigenous Israeli musical, is that a 
Tel Aviv judge recently flew to New 
York to see Chorus Line for himself. 
Creators of the very successful 
Broadway musical, which has been 
running in the U.S. for over six 
years, claim that Stage Bug's 
scenarist, Shuky Wagner, Jifted 
their story-line almost verbatim. 
The judge has promised a decision 
by January 31. 

JUD NE'EMAN’S new feature Fel- 
low Travellers, is currently in the 
pre-production stage. It is described 
as a “thriller.” The script by 
Ne'eman, Ruhama Marlon and 
Amnon Lord won a grant recently 
from the Fund to Encourage 
Quality Israeli Films. 

Ne’eman's first full-length film, 
Boys and Girls represented Israel at 
Berlin and at Cannes’ prestigious 
“Director’s Fortnight." His second, 
Stretcher Drill, which was recently 
screened on Israel Television, won 
the London Festival’s "Most Out- 
standing Film of the Year” award. 


MOST DANCERS at some time or 
other have the urge to be 
choreographers. Yet status and 
standing usually come to only a few, 
and international status to even 
fewer. So the number of Israeli 
choreographers who have gained in- 
ternational recognition is quite 
remarkable, especially considering 
the short history of dance develop- 
ment here. 

The biggest name is Domy 
Reiter-Soffer. He is kept busy in the 
United Stales and Europe, as well as 
Israel, where he has just completed 
two works (one of which has not yet 
been premiered) for the Bat- Dor 
Dance Company. He is a seventh- 
generation sabrB, and though his 
^ramilyishUerested in the arts, he is 
the onTy^rre^hcUiasmade a career 
in dance. He alsopaimvsculpts, 
acts, writes music (for some of his 
ballets), designs costumes and sets, 
and directs plays. 

“I was born into a warm Jewish 
home and my-pwents- Invested 
_muob"IBive in me. My roots are 
here,” he once told me. 

It was therefore no.accident that 
his first works for the Bat-Dor Com- 
pany were based on Biblical themes 
— the song of Deborah, the loves of 
David. 

Yet his first successes abroad 
were Yerma, based on a Lorca 
story, and Chariots of Fire, based 
on a Greek myth — both staged first 
by the Irish National Ballet and 
then by the Chicago Ballet (1978). 

His latest work abroad has earned 
him superlatives: Equus: the Ballet 
(July 1980), danced by the 
Maryland Ballet, has been 
described as a dance-drama com- 
bining myth and mystery, music and 
movement. 

MiRALl SHARON, who lives in 
Israel, has developed along dif- 
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ferent lines. Born in Kibbutz Ein 
Harod. she took part in groups 
representing Israel at youth 
festivals, joined Gertrud Kraus's 
dance company and Noa Eshkoi's 
movement group — and began to 
choreograph. She then went to the 
U.S., where she studied and worked 
with Alwin Nikolais and Murray 
Louis and had her own company. 
Returning after seven years, she 
created works for the Balsheva and 
Bat-Dor companies. 

She has been invited to present 
five performances of her own 
choreography at the Pompidou 
Centre in Paris, as part of a “Dance 
in Israel” season (in which the 
Balsheva and the Kibbutz com- 
panies will also appear). 

Her individual approach is best 
described in her own words: “I grew 
up in a reality of strong ideals. 
TTiere were no traditions of artistic 
education here. We were forced to 
create new concepts, strengthening 
dur powers of inventiveness and in- 
itiative. This exciting combination 
of living in a pioneering modern 
country open to all the influences of 
the outside world, and our closeness 
to the Bible with which we were 
raised, contributed to my 
development.” 

OF QUITE different character is 
Igal Perry, a younger 
choreographer who during a recent 
visit home created three ballets for 
three companies 

Now he has gone to Milan, where 
he will create a work at La Scala for 
a programme to be shared with such 
names as Birgit Cull berg of Sweden 
aqd Louis Fflco of the United 
Jftates. 


Not for Broadcast, another 
Ne’eman-Schurr film, will be one oF 
eight Israeli works to be shown at a 
special week sponsored by the 
Israeli- French Cultural Fund next 
February in Paris, 

Written and directed by Yehud 
Levanon, Not for Broadcast shows 
what goes on behind the 
microphones at the army radio sta- 
tion. It will be screened at the 
Polisis Matinon cinema house on 
the Champs Elysecs. 

THE LAROMME HOTEL'S night- 
ly dinner-dance show in January 
will feature the Maite Galan Com- 
pany of dancers and singers from 
Granada, Spain. The flamenco 
troupe, founded 26 years ago, in- 
cludes nine dancers and two 
guitarists. 

THE NEWLY-FORMED Netanya 
English Theatre Group, under the 
sponsorship of the Organization of 
Americans and Canadians in Israel, 
is currently rehearsing Leonard 
Spigclgass’s Dear Me, the Sky Is Fall- 
ing. It will be produced and directed 
by Bert Rose, a veteran actor and 
producer from London. 

A member of the group, Helen 
Leaf Marlin, (old me about its first 
full-evening performance on 
September 29, when it presented 
three sketches by James Saunders, 
Alan Ayckbourn and David 
Compton. They followed this with 
Neil Simon's comedy Plaza Suite. 
which proved very popular. 

AMERICAN SINGER Don 
McLean ("American Pie" and 
"Starry, Starry Night”) will be pay- 
ing a return visit lo Israel for a 


benefit performance on January 6 
for the scholarship fund he es- 
tablished to help promising Israeli 
guitarists. Some of them will benefit 
from the private lessons he plans to 
give at various music centres during 
his stay. 

ALSO HERE in January will be the 
widely-acclaimed New York Pan- 
tomime Theatre, founded and 
managed by Jerusalem-born Moni 
Yakim. Yakim left Israel 25 years 
ago to study in Paris. While touring 
the U.S. he decided to settle in New 
York and leach pantomime at Stella 
Adler's Theatre Studio, at the Juil- 
liard School of Music, and at Yale 
University. After directing the 
Broadway hit, Jacques Brel is Alive 
and Well in Paris, he founded the 
Pantomime Theatre with his wife, 
Mina. 

In Israel, the troupe will give 
eight performances of their Tales oj 
the Goat-Man, described as a 
“rowdy, bawdy, celebration of 
mime through the centuries with a 
prologue, seven scenes, and inter- 
mission, and an epilogue." 

ISRAEL HAS a new rock group 
called Tslam. For some reason — 
they aren't yordim — they recorded 
their first LP in Los Angeles, in 
English: and they've sold it in Hol- 
land, Germany, Belgium, Scan- 
dinavia, Austria, Switzerland and 
England. The Hebrew version is due 
to be released shortly, in the mean- 
time, two of (heir singles are being 
played on local radio stations — 
“Give me RockV Roll," and 
“Loud Radio." Members of the 
group include Izhar Asdod, Y air 
Nitzani, Ychoshua Sadeh, Dani 
Bassan, "TzuF’ and Sami. 


Creators of the dance I Song of Songs 


m* 


exhibition 

Extracted from a review by ME1R 
RONNEN, The Post's Art Editor. 

A UNIQUE exhibition has opened 
■at the Israel Museum, one 
which should prove of interest not 
only to Israelis, but to art historians 
and art lovers everywhere. The ar- 
tist represented is Frantlsek Kupka, 
(1871-1957) internationally 
renowned as one of the fathers of 
abstract art. However, what is on 
show is neither abstract nor avant- 
garde, but Kupka’s own copy of his 
illustrated limited edition of the 
Song of Songs (120 copies were 
published by Kadar of Paris in 1931) 
together with many of the 
preliminary studies for the aqua- 
tints, ornamental designs and 
vignettes which accompany the 
hand-lettered French and Hebrew 
text.'' 

This unusual collection was 
recently presented to the Israel 
Museum by Parisian art dealer Karl 
Flinker, who felt it should find a 
permanent home in the city of 
Solomon. 

This wonderfully generous gift is, 
however, more than an historical 
curiosity. It is clear evidence that 
Kupka the orphic-abstractionist, 
whose noii-figurative paintings pre- 
dated those of Malevich and 
Mondrian, was also a master il- 
lustrator in the finest classical sense, 
one who was not only a virtuoso 
draughtsman and an earthy 
worshipper of women, but also art 
informed, intellectual researcher, ait 
fait with all the past and present 
developments of classical and 
modern art. 

AN EXTENSIVE catalogue appears 
with the Song of Songs show, the in- 



Framtsek Kupka: Detail of the final acquaint for the first page of his "Song of 
Songs , " on view at the Israel Museum. 


troduction and chronology written 
by Margiti Rowell, (he new head of 
New York’s Guggenheim Museum. 
Rowell dates most of the. original 
studies for the eventual 1931 edition 
to around 1910, but offers no 
enlightenment as to how and when 
they developed into the final etched 
plalcs, Meira Perry-Lehman, 
Keeper of Drawings and Prints at 
the Israel Museum thinks that only 
the Hebrew headings were lettered 
by'Kupa (who was not Jewish and 
was born in Eastern Bohemia) and 
points out that the main Hebrew 
text seems to have been done by a 
skilled Hebrew scribe, a safer stam. 
While all the typography and page 
layout was designed by Kupka, the 
lettering was printed at a : press, as is 
staled at .the beginning of the 
beautifully bound volume. 

The features of Solomon and his 
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women are heavily “Judaized," 
almost to the point of anii-semitic 
caricature... 

There is no evidence that Kupka 
was an anti-semite; he even seems 
to have taken some pains to learn 
some Hebrew. But he worked as an 
illustrator in Paris at a time when his 
vicious but talented contem- 
poraries, Forain and Caran d'ache, 
were caricaturing Jews in (he ami- 
semitic press at the height or the 
Drey fits Affair. Most of Kupka's 
cast of characters with "Jewish" 
noses are right out of Forain. 
Others, oddly enough, remind one 
strongly of the early Yemenite 
heroines of our own Abel Pann, 
whose work derived Tram the same 
art-historical sources. The orien- 
talism of the time often produced 
oily-haired Levantines with soulful 
eyes and hooked, sensual, noses... 

Fage IS 
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THE NIGHT after my first visit to 
Neve Tirza, Israel's only prison 
for women, I found it very hard to 
fall asleep. Not because I'd seen 
anything so shocking or depressing. 
On the contrary, the place looked 
clean and orderly as could be. The 
officers were hospitable, the jailers 
polite and even smiling, the 
prisoners talkative and lively. Still, 
despite everybody's efforts to look 
contented. Neve Tirza simply 
terrified me. 

Once through the enormous 
gates, it is a world of few sounds, 
cold looks, no warmth. The only 
sounds arc jangling of keys, locking 
and unlocking of heavy iron doors, 
jailers' sharp interjections, women 
dragging their feel. 

Neve Tirza is one of many 
clusters of houses in the State 
Prison Compound, just outside 
Ramie. It is reached by way of a dirt 
track which is hard to find if you 
don't came by the infrequent bus. 
The prison occupies nearly eight 
acres, and is considered small: it 
has 70 prisoners, about 60 women 
juilers and 20 clerks. The only man 
is u janitor of sorts, aport from the 
doctor and other professionals. 

The physical layout is simple: a 
bright-coloured building where the 
administration has its offices; half a 
dozen huts used as workshops, class- 
rooms, infirmary and laundry; and 
two long, one-storey structures 
housing the cells. Each has a small 
kitchen, a dining room, two rows of 
cells, and a small recreation corner 
with a black and white TV set, kept 
under a heavy lack during the day. 

WHY DOES Israel have only one 
women's prison when so many have 
been built for men? “Maybe we 
don't need more," atjswwed.Neve 

Shoham. “Our judges are known to 
be very lenient with women. They 
would rather give them several 'se- 
cond chances' than send them to 
jail. It's the bottom rung here." 

Later on, 1 checked her remark 
about the judges' lenient way with 
women offenders. After reviewing a 
number of files I was more confused 
than before. Judges seem to have a 
very personal and different criteria 
as to who deserves jail and who 
doesn’t, and for how long. In the 
files I went through, offences often 
seemed too light or too heavy for 
the punishment. 

Ages of prisoners at Neve Tirza 
range from 16 to 34. They have been 
sentenced for burglary (16 of them), 
illegal use of explosives (15), murder 
(9), soliciting (7), disorderly conduct 
(3), fraud (3), criminal attack (2), 
armed robbery, rape, hijacking, car 
theft, drug dealing, and forging che- 
ques. They are lodged in 
scrupulously clean cells with two 
beds and three or four bunks. Only 
three prisoners, each serving a 
longer than 10-year-term, have cells 
to themselves. 

The first thing one notices is that 
1 6 -year-old runaways from institu- 
tions share cells with hardened 
prostitutes, former drug addicts, 
security prisoners, women who 
didn't pay their debts on lime, and 
girls who tried to evade the draft on 
religious grounds but were caught 
smoking or driving on Shabbat. 
There is no way to keep separate all 
these different kinds of prisoner. 

NEVE TIRZA differs from a 
men’s prison in one important 
respect: there's little physical 
violence on the part of either 
prisoners or jailers. “With women 
violence takes a more subtle form: 
it's latent, in the eyes, in the way 
they speak or don't, in their air of 
indifference,” explained the 


World without warmth 

'You know what freedom is for me? It's having no one to tell me 
when to wake up and when to go to bed/ one of the inmates 
at Neve Tirza tells The Post's MARY HIRSCHFELD, who recently 
visited Israel's only prison for women. Photos by Israel Talby. 



criminologist Dr. Zvi Eisekowitz, of 
the Haifa University School of 
Social Work. 

“Jailers won’t hit prisoners with 
their fists hut they'll chat on the 
phone a long lime, weur tight-fitting 
pants (prisoners wear often sloppy 
uniforms), bring cukes with them, or 
simply tell each other what fun they 
had with their boyfriends the night 
before. Maybe it's not their inten- 
tion but it's a kind of punishment 
■ jfoU JlilA-OT¥9fc.h4 fderj^he yjd. . 
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Not all jailers in Neve Tirza fit 
this description but then, it takes all 
kinds. For some, like 22-year-old 
Fanny, dealing with inmates is an 
arl to be learned. It needs “a lot of 
patience, understanding and com- 
passion.” 

“You know, we often have to be 
nurses, social workers, psy- 
chologists, a big sister and a mother 
all rolled into one," Colette, a five- 
year veteran of Neve Tirza, told me.' 
“We bear on our shoulders the bur- 
den of mending the wrongs of 
society — for these women are 
society’s failures. We are expected 
to live with them and help them get 
back to a normal life. We have to 
succeed where everything else has 
failed." Look at Asher Yadlin, for 
instance. He had all that criticismof 
jailors in his book. What does he 
know of what we have to go 
through?" 

Neve Tirza isn’t as cramped as 
most prisons for men but it is cer- 
tainly a severe handicap, Haya 
Shoham considers, that it lacks the 
proper facilities for all its prisoners. 
"We often gel drug addicts whom 
the judge refused to send to 
hospital. We don’t have a proper 
place for them, nor the proper staff. 
All we can do is lock the girl in the 
solitary so that she won’t disturb 
others, have a physician attend her 
whenever possible, and hope for the 
best. 

THE PRISON has had mentally 
retarded inmates and girls at dif- 
ferent stages of phychosis wailing in 
their cells. Some wouldn’t go to the 
toilet and had constantly to be 
washed by the jailer. “There was 
nothing we could do qbout them," 
prison criminologist Sara said. 
"They made everybody's life much 
harder but we simply Had to carry 
on. We could not treat them, and 


we could not send them away, 
because no hospital would take 
them." 

The Neve Tirza routine has to 
be maintained. Prisoners find it the 
hardest thing to get used to. “You 
know what freedom is for me? It’s 
having no one to tell me when to 
wake up and when to go to bed." 
Many of them make remarks like 
this. 

Apparently, their day is always 

my . (umily came to visit me they 
were surprised to ses me unhand- 
cuffed,” smiled hairdresser-to-be 
Ronit. "I think they expected to 
v find me in a pillory. Lire here is 
almost like in a kibbutz: there's 
always some kind of group, films, 
classes. It makes the time go faster." 

She smiled and looked very much 
at ease. Still, she somehow sounded 
unreal: there was an undeniable 
sense of constraint. Ronit started 
showing different feelings. "I can't 
stand it any longer: it's been two 
years already. I feel I've paid my 
dues, there's nothing more for me to 
do here. I look at the walls, I think a 
lot, but I feel lost. I want to do 
something on my own initiative, I 
want to work and feel useful. Come 
to think of it, it’s quite absurd: why 
does society keep us here? It costs a 
lot of money to have me lodged and 
fed. If they put me to work, the state 
could pick up my pay." 

RpNlT’S COMPLAINT was 
voiced by many others: society does 
not want us rehabilitated, it simply 
does not care. It cannot face its own 
failures so it seals us off, the longer 
the better. “None of us are here 
because we had it good out there. 
We had problems and needed help. 
We had nothing before; we’ll have 
even less after. 

Over 30 per cent of the prisoners 
are serving their second or third 
term, Haia Shoham said. "We 
worked very hard, sometimes for 
years, to put some of these girls 
back on their feet. Can you imagine 
how we feel when we have to send 
them back to nowhere?" Sara the 
criminologist remarks there are no 
rehabilitation services for women in 
Israel. “Welfare Offices sometimes 
get them a place to live, ora job, but 
they need so much more than that: 
warmth, understanding, a little ex- 
ternal order, someone to talk to, a 
way back to society. They’ll find 


none of that. In a way, it’s simpler 
with men. It’s easier for them to find 
a place to stay on their first night of 
freedom," she noted. 

Family is not necessarily the 
answer. According to Haya Shoham, 
many families have summarily cut 
nil lies with their daughters, sisters 
and wives once they were 
“disgraced." Prison social workers 
invest a lot of time and energy try- 
ing to convince those families to ac- 
cept their “black sheep,” she said. 

■ They r dorft {always' succeed.' ‘‘Tile 
worst is when we have to send 
former prisoners back to families 
responsible for their being here in 
the first place. Broken homes, 
drunken fathers, relatives who beat 
them until they learned to hit back. 
And then they’re sent to prison. But 
we've little choice. It's either that or 
the street." 

HANNA MIZRACHI is one of 
these prisoners rejected by her 
family. No one has stayed in Neve 
Tirza longer, no one has so long a 
time there still ahead of her. She 
was sentenced to life imprisonment 
but had it commuted to 25 years, or 
which she has another 18 still to 
serve. It was a long time before u 
member of her family showed any 
interest in her: they did not like the 
publicity she had attracted. 

Hanna was, in newspaper jargon, 
a cause cilfcbre. She grew up in a 
broken home, was in one institution 
after another since the age of 1 1, on 
drugs since 15, and a prostitute for 
longer than she cares to remember. 
She stabbed and killed her former 
lover, after a heated argument, in 
June 1974. Within two weeks she 
was tried and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. This set up ripples at 
the time. There hadn’t been many 
Israeli murderesses, and Hanna 
didn’t seem the “monster” depicted 
by the prosecutors. 

Six months later the High Court 
rejected her appeal but she has 
since had her sentence commuted 
for a long prison-term. Hanna 
claims she has been treated unjust- 
ly. She maintains she committed the 
murder under the influence Of drugs 
but that the judges didn’t take that 
into consideration. She adds that 
she requested a medical examina- 
tion, or that she should be placed 
under observation, but her request 
was not allowed. She never saw her 
attorney, she says, until the trial, so 


she had no chance of a proper 
defence. No one helped her to 
shake off the drug-habit; she was 
forced to cure herself in prison. It 
look her six months, most of which 
she spent chained to her bed in the 
“solitary." 

THE WORST thing was that her 
family, representatives of the law, 
and the people supposed to take 
cure of her, didn't extend the least 
compassion. 

She is now 28, a slim, introverted 
mother of two. She's considered 
rather a special case at Neve Tina 
though not a trouble' maker. She 
husn't made friends with anyone, 
keeps to herself. “What do I have to 
say to the others? What can they say 
to me? Most of them will be out in a 
few months and 1*11 still be here. 
We’ve nothing in common." One 
jailer said Hanna is rather shunned 
by the other prisoners. They’ll 
aricitonically: "Why should we 
waste ourTTlTre-on he r? She won't' 
leave here ever.” 

Hanna's task is to clean the 
workshops after the day’s work; she 
does this quickly. The rest of the 
day she spends reading whatever 
she can lay her hands on; and think- 
ing. She is surprisingly intense and 
articulate for someone with little 
schooling. 1 could not meet her on 
my first visit to Neve Tirza (I was 
to interview her in Shoham's room 
but she had to be "properly" dres- 
sed to be allowed into the ad- 
ministration building. This means 
wearing a bra. She seldom does and 
refused to on this occasion.) But I 
made a point of meeting her on my 
second visit. 

"SOCIETY IS cruel. There’s no 
consideration for others, no pity for 
anyone who’s fallen. All they want 
'* 1**0 keep ua f pwpy;bcon,us^-seeinj[ 
us reminds them they've Tailed... what 
do I want most? Love, to be loved 
and cared for. I’ve a brother who 
went abroad, raised u family, made 
a lot of money. He never even wrote 
to me here, not even to ask if I’m 
well, if 1 need money Tor clothes, 
nothing. I wish 1 could give my 
children a family. I’ve a daughter 
who's already following in my 
footsteps because she has no one 
w ho cares for her. How long am I to 
go on puying for wlint I've done?” 
With good hehaviour, Hunna can 
be paroled after serving two thirds 
of her term. She docs not believe it 
possible; “I don’t know How long I’ll 
be nblc to slick to the rules. I'm 
human, it's hard to keep one's 
sanity here.” 

PRISON REGULATIONS allow * 
inmates serving up lo'oncyear a 16- 
hour leave every two months or so, 
after serving the first third of their 
term. Those sentenced to longer 
terms can request a leave every 
three or four months, after serving 
one-fourth of their term. Hdnna 
will be granted leave in December. 

One small incident marked my 
last visit to Neve Tirza. Dropping 
in on the prisoners in their kitchen, 

1 chatted for a while with the _ 
women on duty. They were all very 
friendly, and eager to try out their 
meagre English. One of them asked 
suddenly if “they knew” I had in- 
tended to come. I said if she meant, 
the prisoners, the answer was “No 
but the administration obviously 
did. The gir) smiled, and said: "Now . 
I know why they changed the menu! 
We were ordered to make two kinds 
of food instead of only one — and 
that’s very rare. It looks good but 
who’s going to eat all that? We can t 
take it to our rooms (only one 
sandwich) and we have no place to 
store it..." (we had stuffed green 
peppers and fried chicken).* 0 




PAGE 14 


- 


T Wt JERt/SALEM ^^QN^Lr EjpITION Published weekly: Dccemher ^, 1980^Mpary 


ART/ENTERTAINMENT 

AVIVA MARKS’S one-woman 
show, A Lovely Light, is doing so | 
well that it can now be seen ali over ' 
the country. The London-born 
actress, who was a member of 
the Habimah theatre company until " 
last year, first gave her dramatize- ] 
lion (in English) of the poems and 
letters of Edna St. Vincent Millay at 
the Te! Aviv Museum. Now she will I 
perform every other Wednesday at 
the Jerusalem Hilton's Little 
Theatre. The show has also been 
booked from Carmiel to Netanya to 
Rehovol. 

Last Friday night A Lovely Light 
inaugurated a new weekly happen- 
ing sponsored by the Tel Aviv Dan 
Hotel, an intimate erev Shabbat 
with wine, canapes and light enter- 
tainment for IS40 per person. 

“There is a much larger audience 
than I dreamed of," says Marks, a 
graduate of the Royal Academy of 
^Dramatic Art who came to this 
country as a volunteer during the 
Six Daj^Wapr-^THeykecp coming, , 
touclf wood. Many are Israelis born 
in English-speaking countries, but 
more and more are Israelis who un- , 
derstand English. Of course, there | 
are also tourists and people here for 
a year whose mother tongue is . 
English. The only people who really | 
haven’t shown interest yet are the 
kibbutzniks, which I find strange, as 
I think this show is perfect for kib- 
butzim, especially those with large 
English-speaking populations. 

Tin not going to get rich from 
what I'm doing," she adds. “There 
are a lot of expenses involved — 
furniture, lighting, posters, tran- 
sport. It's an experience running the 
show myself, but it makes it just that 
much more rewarding. I like what 


Going it alone 

BETWEEN ACTS / Joan Borsten 



Aviva Marks 

I'm doing much more than when I 
worked at Habimah and had to play 
uninteresting parts. Now I choose 
my own material and am doing what 
gives me pleasure, on my own for 
better or for worse." 

What she enjoys especially is 
watching the audience react. “Some 
have radiant looks on their faces, 
others get very involved. And I get 
lots and lots of letters con* 
gratulating me on bringing this type 
of poetry to the Israeli public." 

ERIC SMITH’S Puppet Theatre 
returns to Israel shortly, bringing 
with it a handful of rave reviews 
from various American critics. 
Most enthusiastic was the 
Washington Post, whose Jean M. 
White wrote: "What distinguishes 


Creators of the dance 


MOST DANCERS at some time or 
other have the urge to be 
choreographers. Yet status and 
standing usually come to only a few, 
and international status to even 
fewer. So the number of Israeli 
choreographers who have gained in- 
ternational recognition is quite 
remarkable, especially considering 
the short history of dance develop- 
ment here. 

The biggest name is Domy 
Reiter-Soffer. He is kept busy in the 
United States and Europe, as well as 
Israel, .where he has just completed 
two works (one of which has not yet 
been premiered) for the Bat-Dor 
Dance Company. He is a seventh- 
generation sabra, and though his 
^famUyisJnterested In the arts, he is 
the omy^T^ v^aii^sjnade a career 
in dance. He alsopaTmvsoulpts, 
acts, writes music (for some of his 
ballets), designs costumes and sets, 
and directs plays, 

**| was born Into a warm Jewish 
home and_ my-parents-invested 
jnuoh^love^in me. My roots are 
here',’’ he once told me. 

It was therefore no accident that 
his first works for the Bat-Dor Com- 
pany were based on Biblical themes 
— the song of Deborah, the loves of 
David, 

Yet his first successes abroad 
were Yerma, based on a Lorca 
story, and Chariots of Fire, based 
on a Greek myth — both staged first 
by the Irish National Ballet and 
then by the Chicago Ballet (1978). 

His latest work abroad has earned 
him su perlatives: Equus: the Ballet 
(July 1980), danced by the 
Maryland Ballet, has been 
described as a dance-drama com- 
bining myth and mystery, music and 
movement. " 

MIRALI SHARON, who lives in 
Israel, has developed along dif- 


Dora Sowden 


ferenl lines. Born in Kibbutz Ein 
Harod. she took pan in groups 
representing Israel at youth 
festivals, joined Gertrud Kraus’s 
dance company and Noa Eshkol’s 
movement group — and began to 
choreograph. She then went to the 
U.S., where she studied and worked 
with Alwin Nikolais and Murray 
Louis and had her own company. 
Returning after seven years, she 
created works for the Balsheva and 
Bat-Dor companies. 

She has beert invited to present 
five performances of her own 
choreography at the Pompidou 
Centre in Paris, as part of a “Dance 
in Israel" season (in which the 
Batsheva and the Kibbutz com- 1 
panies will also appear). 

Her individual approach is best 
described in her own words: “I grew 
up in a reality of strong ideals. 
TIi ere were no traditions of artistic 
education here. We were forced to 
create new concepts, strengthening 
our powers of inventiveness and in- 
itiative. This exciting combination 
of living in a pioneering modern 
country open to ail the influences of 
the outside world, and our closeness 
to the Bible with which we were 
raised, contributed to my 
development." 

OF QUITE different character is 
[gal Perry,, a younger 
choreographer who during a recent 
visit home created three ballets for 
three companies 

Now He has gone to Milan, where 
he will create a work at La Scala for 
a programme tp be shared with such 
names as Birgit Cullberg of Sweden 
ami Louis Falco of the United 
.Stales. 


the Israeli troupe from other puppet 
companies is the imagination and 
professionalism of its members. The 
attraction is good theatre, not just 
the novelty of talking puppet 
head9." 

THE LATEST word from the 
producers of Stage Bug, billed as an 
indigenous Israeli musical, is that a 
Tel Aviv judge recently flew to New 
York to see Chorus Line for himself. 
Creators of the very successful 
Broadway musical, which has been 
running in the U.S. for over six 
years, claim that Stage Bug’s 
scenarist, Shuky Wagner, lifted 
their story-line almost verbatim. 
The judge has promised a decision 
by January 31. 

JUD NE’EMAN’S new feature Fel- 
low Travellers, is currently in the 
pre-production stage. It is described 
as a "thriller." The script by 
Ne'eman, Ruhama Marton and 
Amnon Lord won a grant recently 
from the Fund to Encourage 
Quality Israeli Films. 

Ne'eman's first full-length film, 
Boys and Girls represented Israel at 
Berlin and at Cannes’ prestigious 
"Director’s Fortnight." His second. 
Stretcher Drill, which was recently 
screened on Israel Television, won 
the London Festival’s "Most Out- 
standing Film or the Year" award. 

Song of Songs 
exhibition 

Extracted from a review by MEIR 
RONNEN, The Post s Art Editor 

A UNIQUE exhibition has opened 
1 at the Israel Museum, one 
which should prove of interest not 
only to Israelis, but to art historians 
and art lovers everywhere. The ar- 
tist represented is Frantisek Kupka, 
(1871-1957) internationally 
renowned as one of the fathers of 
abstract art. However, what is on' 
show is neither abstract nor avant- 
garde, but Kupka’s own copy of his 
illustrated limited edition of the 
Song of Songs (120 copies were 
published by Kadar of Paris in 1931) 
together with many of the 
preliminary studies for the aqua- 
tints, ornamental designs and 
vignettes which accompany the 
hand-lettered French and Hebrew 
text. 0 

This unusual collection was 
recently presented to the Israel 
Museum by Parisian art dealer Karl 
Fiinker, who felt it should find a 
permanent home in the city of 
Solomon. 

This wonderfully generous gift is, 
however, more than an historical 
curiosity. It js clear evidence that 
Kupka the orphic-abstractionist, 
whose nori-figurative paintings pre- 
dated those of Malevich and 
Mondrian, was also a master il- 
lustrator in the finest classical sense, 
one who was not only a virtuoso 
draughtsman and an earthy 
worshipper of women „ but also an 
informed, intellectual researcher, au 
fait with all 'the pait'and present 
developments of classical in<J 
modern aft. 

AN EXTENSIVE catalogue appears 
with the Song of Songs show.'tbe in- 


Not for Broadcast, another 
Ne’eman-Schurr film, will be one of 
eight Israeli works to be shown at a 
special week sponsored by the 
Israeli- French Cultural Fund next 
February in Paris. 

Written and directed by Yehud 
Levanon, Not for Broadcast shows 
what goes on behind the 
microphones at the army radio sta- 
tion. It will be screened at the 
Polisis Malinon cinema house on 
the Champs Elysees. 

THE LAROMME HOTEL’S night- 
ly dinner-dance show in January 
will feature the Maiie Galan Com- 
pany of dancers and singers from 
Granada, Spain. The flamenco 
troupe, founded 26 years ago, in- 
cludes nine dancers and two 
guitarists. 

THE NEWLY- FORM ED Netanya 
English Theatre Group, under the 
sponsorship of the Organization of 
Americans and Canadians in Israel, 
is currently rehearsing Leonard 
Spigclgoss's Dear Me. the Sky Is Fall- 
ing. It will be produced and directed 
by Bert Rose, a veteran actor and 
producer from London. 

A member of the group, Helen 
Leaf Martin, told me about its first 
full-evening performance on 
September 29, when it presented 
three sketches by James Saunders, 
Al.an Ayckbourn and David 
Compton. They followed this with 
Neil Simon's comedy Plaza Suite. 
which proved very popular. 

AMERICAN SINGER Don 
McLean (“American Pie" and 
“Starry. Starry Night") will be pay- 
ing a return visit to Israel for a 


benefit performance on January 6 
for the scholarship fund he es- 
tablished to help promising Israeli 
guitarists. Some of them will benefit 
from the private lessons he plans to 
give at various music centres during 
his stay. 

ALSO HERE in January will be the 
widely-acclaimed New York Pan- 
tomime Theatre, founded and 
managed by Jerusalem-born Moni 
Yakim. Yakim left Israel 2S years 
ago to study in Paris. While touring 
the U.S. he decided to settle in New 
York and teach pantomime at Stella 
Adler's Theatre Studio, at the Jull- 
ILard School of Music, and at Yale 
University. After directing the 
Broadway hit, Jacques Brel is AIIyc 
and Well In Paris, he founded the 
Pantomime Theatre with his wife, 
Mina. 

In Israel, the troupe will give 
eight performances of their Tales oj 
the Goat-Man. described as a 
"rowdy, bawdy," celebration of 
mime through the centuries with a 
prologue, seven scenes, and inter- 
mission, and an epilogue." 

ISRAEL HAS a new rock group 
called Tslam. For some reason — 
they aren't yordtm — they recorded 
their first LP in Los Angeles, in 
English; and they've sold it in Hol- 
land, Germany, Belgium, Scan- 
dinavia, Austria, Switzerland and 
England. The Hebrew version is due 
to be released shortly. In the mean- 
time, two of their singles are being 
played on local radio stations — 
"Give me Rock'n’ Roll," and 
“Loud Radio.*' Members of the 
group include tzhar Asdod, Yair 
Nitzani, Yehosh.ua Sadeh. Dani 
Bassan, "Tzuf' and Sami. 


’sa* 



Frantisek Kupka: Detail of the final acquaint for the first page of his "Song of 
Songs," oh view at the Israel Museum. 


traduction and chronology written 
by Margin Rowell, the new head of 
New York's Guggenheim Museum. 
Rowell dales most of the. original 
studies for .the eventual 1931 edition 
to around 1910, but offers no 
enlightenment as to how and when 
they developed into the final etched 
plates. jMeira Perry-Lehman, 
Keeper of Drawings and Prims at 
the Israel Museum thinks that only 
the Hebrew headings were lettered 
by Kupa (who was not Jewish and 
was born iit Eastern Bohemia) and 
points out that the main Hebrew 
text seems to have been done by a 
skilled Hebrew scribe, a safer stain. 
While ail the typography and page 
layout yaa designed by Kupka, the 
lettering was printed at a press, as is 
stated ' at the beginning of .the 
IjeaMtlfulIyi^und.vsjqme. 

The matured df Solomon and his 
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women are heavily “Judaized," 
almost to the point of anti-semitic 
caricature... 

There is no evidence that Kupka 
was an ami-semite; he even seems 
(o have taken some pains to learn 
some Hebrew. But he worked as an 
Illustrator in Paris at a time when his 
vicious but talented contem- 
poraries, Forain and Garan d’ache, 
were caricaturing Jews in the anti- 
semitic press at the height of the 
Dreyfus Affair. Most of Kupka’s 
cast of characters with “Jewish" 
noses are right out of Forain. 
Others, oddly enough, remind one 
strongly of the earjy Yemenite 
heroines of our own Abel Pann, 
whose work derived from the same 
art-historical sou fees J The orien- 
talism of the lime often produced 
oil y?h aired Levantines with soulful 
eyes and hooked, sensual, noses... 
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BULLETIN 

Israel at the Cairo Inter- 
national Book Fair 

The General Egyptian book 
Organization has extended an invita- 
tion (o Israel's publishers to par- 
ticipate in the 13th Cairo Inter- 
national Book Fair which will be held 
from January 29 to February 8, 1981. 

A delegation of Israeli publishers 
will attend the fair. The visit Is being 
arranged by the Book and Printing 
Centre of the Israel Export Institute 
together with the Book Publishers' 
Association of Israel. 

The Rook and Printing Centre Is 
organising an Israel stand it the fair 
which will be coordinated by an Egyp- 
tian distributor. 



Keter's Daphna Avnon 




New Public Executive 

for the Book 

and Printing Centre 

A new executive was elected lust 
week ut the unpual meeting of the 
Book A Printing Centre of the 
Israel Export Institute, which has a 
membership of 1 10 publishing, print- 
ing and distributing firms. At the 
first meeting of the new Executive, 
Yehoshua Levy (Jerusalem Post 
Pr?ss) was elected as Chairman with 
Daphna Avnon (Keter) and 
Yeruham Goian (Peli Printing 
Works) as Vice-Chairman. 


Graham Greene to get 
Jerusalem Prize 

British author Graham Greene is 
to be awarded the Jerusalem Prize 
at the International Book Fair in 
the capital next April, the Jerusalem 
Municipality announced yesterday. 

The prize is given For writing 
which- expresses the idea of the 
freedom of the individual in society. 
The most recent winners include 
Simone de Beauvoir, Octavio Paz 
and Sir Isaiah Berlin. 

The prize jure was headed by 
Prof. Gershon Snaked, head of the 
Department of Theatre Arts at Tel 
Aviv University. 


Jerusalem Book Lovers 

The first study tour of Yedldei 
HaSefer. the Israel Bibliophiles, 
took place on October 21, when 
members visited the Jerusalem Print 
Workshop, Sadnai HaHedpes, at 38 
Shivtei Yisrael. 

The second public lecture spon- 
sored by (he Israel Bibliophiles took 
place at the Schocken Library on 
December II to the accompani- 
ment of the season's first violent 
three-day rain, snow and hail storm. 

Professor Malachi Beit-Arid, direc- 
tor of the Jewish National and Uni- 
versity Library, described the 
Hebrew book in the middle ages.' 
Those were the good old days, when 
Jewish scribes achieved a harmony 
of materials, script, graphic design 
and workmanship never again ac- 
complished. Well, almost never. 

Other activities planned for the 
year are study tours of a parchment 
factory, printing house and com- 
mercial bindery. To coincide with 
the International Book Fair in 
April, Yedldei HaSefer will feature 
an exhibition of Tarshish Books at 
the Jewish National and University 
Library, with catalogue, in honour 
of publisher Dr. Moshe Spitzer's 
eightieth birthday. The first News- 
letter has been mailed to members. 
New supporters from abroad are 
welcome: membership is SI 5. Con- 
tact P.O.B. 4368, Jerusalem. 


Keter’s drive for world markets 


She keeps u low personal profile, 
but two hours with Daphna Avnon, 
managing editor of the Inter- 
national Division of Keter 
Publishing House Jerusalem Ltd., 
lifts “cherchez la femme" from 
bannlity to actuality. 

Wearing another hat — she looks 
Tine wearing none — Daphna is the 
vice-chairman of the Jerusalem 
Book Fair’s board of directors. Her 
previous experience with the 
Jerusalem Book Fair for almost a 
decade and her unrivalled contacts 
with exhibitors make her an in- 
valuable asset to the Executive 
Board or the Fair in this difficult 
transition year. Last month, she was 
elected a vice-chairperson of the 
Israel Book & Printing Centre Ex- 
ecutive. 

At Keter Publishing, where she 
has headed the International Divi- 
sion for the past year, her flair for 
co-publishing, her expertise — not 
only about what Israel can offer but 
about what world markets are likely 
to buy — and her irresistible op- 
timism have already paid off in real 
dividends to the company, now one 
of the leaders In Israel publishing's 
drive into the international book 
markets of the 'Eighties. 

This year, Keter broke into the 
big league with Ladder of Angels 
(Children of the World Illustrate the 


Bible). They produced a hardcover 
edition for Seabury Press, New 
York, currently celebrating its 30th 
year with a formidable list of titles 
in (he popular religious market, a 
soflcover edition for Penguin and a 
German edition for Hannsler 
Verlag. Neuhausen, a German 
house with 60 years' experience in 
the art, religion and low-priced 
paperbacks fields. 

Jossi Stem's Jerusalem, .with text 
by Dave Foster, distributed by 
Keter themselves, has done well in 
Israel and overseas. In a new ven- 
ture into a different kind of 
publishing, Keter has done excep- 
tionally well with the Illustrated 
Jewish Heritage Calendar, 
producing both the 1980 and 1981 
editions for Holt, Rinehart, in the 
U.S., and the .1981 edition for a 
South African publisher, both edi- 
tions incorporating additions and 
amendments Tor these markets. Co- 
editions for Holt, Rinehart, in the 
Swedish are being negotiated for a 
current project, Via Dolorosa by 
Wolfgang Pax. 

The calibre of Keter's broader vi- 
sion in the international market is 
exemplified in their decision to 
commission an Israeli author to 
write a saga on an epic scale, and to 
encourage him to take ofT a year 
from journalism to travel to the U.S. 


und to write it, in Hebrew, with a 
view of niujor publishing deals in 
other languages. The working title 
of the novel is Protocol und the for- 
tunate uuthor is Yitzhak Ben-Ner. 
This gives me personal satisfaction, 
since I launched him into the 
American market in 1970, with his 
The Man from There (Subra Books), 
the story of u wounded soldier trap- 
ped in u small Egyptian border town 
when war breaks out in 1948 bet-, 
ween the new State of Israel and 
Egypt. At that time Ben-Ner, then 
just 32-years-old, was described as 
"a young author in Israel who took 
us by surprise with his first work." 
Now tin established writer of short 
stories in Hebrew, Beu-Ncr may 
provide Keter with their first entry 
into the quarter-million copies 
stake. 

I asked Daphna whether Keter's 
International Division is ready to 
offer a major book award on ah an- 
nual or at least rcgultir basis to an 
Israeli writer who deserves recogni- 
tion ut home and abroad. Herself an 
eighth-generation Israeli, Daphna 
Avnon is enthusiastic about any 
feasible project which will enhance 
the reputation of the country’s 
writers nnd publishers and, at the 
same lime, produce profits for 
Keter nnd foreign earnings for 
Israel. Harold_M,JHumbM 
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JUST OUT 

Revised, richly illustrated 1980 edition 

GEOGRAPHY OF ISRAEL 


Efraim Orni 


by 


Elisha Efrat 


66B pages, covering all areas of Israel, including climate, plant and 
animal life, landscape and geology, with latest Information on 
demography, settlement, -and more... 
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Publishers’ showcase 


Kibbutz Gan Shmuel 

Vienna — Gan Shmuel by Rudi (Ant- 
non Zair) 1897-1977 
Recorded and edited by Dalia 
Amotz-Weislib 

132 pp. 10 x 18 cms. Hebrew. 1980. 

This small book covers many events 
in Israel’s history and illuminates 
the difficulties faced by the early 
settlers as well os the pioneering 
spirit at its best, Rudi came to Israel 
from Vienna following his release 
from a Russian prisoner-of-war 
camp in which he'd been Im- 
prisoned during 'World War I. He 
began by building the road froni 
Afula to Nazareth. Later, he helped 
found^ Kibbutz Gan Shmuel, in a 
malaria-infested area, and was ap- 
ipinted regional commander of the 
agana (Jewish self defence 


ff 


organization). During World War 
II, Rudi volunteered for the Jewish 
Brigade and served as the liaison 
and welfare officer in charge of the 
Palestinian soldiers in the British 
forces. On his return from the army 
he organized the absorption of 
demobilized soldiers and, later, was 
given the Hagana command for 
Central Galilee. With the ihrss im- 
migration of the ’Fifties, Rudi volun- 
teered again, this time to build 
Dimona, the new development 
town in the Negev desert which was 
set up by immigrants and later he 
organized an immigrant Absorption 
Centre new his kibbutz. During his 
,fj ea ”- he remained active in the 
kibbutz, helping the absorption of 
Russian immigrants. 

Rudi’s life of public Service con- 
trasts with the stereotyped idea of 
the German-speaking Jewish com- 


munity, often erroneously believed 
to hold itself aloof from the 
mainstream of Israeli life. In his 
quiet and determined way, Rudi 
was very much part of that life. 

The book deserves to be tran- 
slated. 


Slfrlat Poflllm 
P.O. Box 37068 
Tel Aviv 

Under this Blazing Light by Amos 
Oz. 

223 pp. 14 x 21 cms, Hebrew. 1979 

The role of the author in society has 
never been confined to writing 
novels. He or she is usually expec- 
ted to be actively and intensively In- 
volved in the life of the community 
and society. When Under, this 
Blazing Light was published, Amos 
Oz, a well-known vouna writer 
livln 


young v 

Kibbutz Hulda, was 
criticized on the grounds that he » 
only partly involved In current. 
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olitical life. He was accused of 
eing a cruel, yet loving critic of 
Israeli society and politicians 
without becoming personally in- 
volved, a step which would compel 
him to define his standpoint. 

In this book of essays, written 
over a considerable period, Oz dis- 
cusses a wide range of issues, both 
political (the short-lived 
Czechoslovakian "Spring” of 1968: 
living with the Arabs), and cultural 
(the role of the Hebrew language in 
Israel). 

Dvir-Adam Books 
P.O. Box 3329, 

Jerusalem 

When Memory Comes... by Saul 
Friedlander 

174 pp. 14 x 22 cms. Hebrew. 1980. 
French: Quand vlent le souvenir... 
Editions du Seuil, Paris 
German: We^L^dlr'Er inner ung 
jto«wj£-.r-DetlTschc Verlags-Anstalt, 
Stuttgart 

Prof. Saul Friedlander of the Tel 
Aviv University, is perhaps best 


known for his Plus XII and the Third 
Retch. When Memory Comes..., the 
story of his childhood, recaptures 
the terrible years of World War 11 
and their traumatic impact on a 
child. Friedlander describes how his 
family escaped from Czecho- 
slovakia, the death of his 
parents after they were denied entry 
to Switzerland following the fall or 
France, and how ne found 
sanctuary in a French Catholic in- 
stitution where the intention was to 
prepare him for priesthood. 
Friedlander then recounts his 
return to Judaism and his immigra- 
tion to Israel on the Altalena. The 
book is compelling reading. 

Schocken Publishing House 
P.O. Box 2316 
Tel Aviv 

Flight into Egypt by Amos Elon 
190 pp. 14 x 21 cms. Hebrew. 1980 
Amos Elon is known in Israel as a 
hard-hitting journalist whose two 
books, The Israelis and Theodor 
Herzl became bestsellers, both here 
and abroad. His new book on his 
visit to Egypt is especially valuable 
he had the 


as 


to meet 


opportunity 
the top stratum of Egyptian society 
— from President Sadat to Bulros 


Ghali — and the intellectual Egyptian 
elite. As a sharp critic of the Begin 
Government he was given special 
treatment so that he could listen 
and report back the negative sides 
of Israeli- Egyptian relations as seen 
by the Egyptians. 

Elon considers his treatment of 
the subject to be of prime impor- 
tance to Israelis, for during the 
years of enmity, Egypt was "a coun- 
try so close, but so tar away. During 
31 years it was like the second side 
of the moon, strange and fear- 
provoking.” 

Am Oved Publishers, 

P.O. Box 470, 

Tel Aviv 

International Terror — Ideology. 
Organization and Action by Shaul 
Kanzler 

184 pp. II x 20 cms. Hebrew. 1980. 

This book analyses the interwoven 
relations of pan-Arab and inter- 
national terror. As a major target of 
terrorism, Israel has become a ma- 
jor repository of material on the 
terrorist organizations. Kanzler’s 
book deals first with the ideological 
background of the beginnings of 
anarchism in the 19th Century and 
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Hundreds of participants from over 50 countries + 100.000 books from 
1 200 publishing houses * 7000 sq.m, of display area 
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leads up to terrorist activities of the 
last years. This is followed by an ex- 
amination of a number of terrorist 
organizations: the LR.A. (Irish), 
E.T.A. (Basque), Uslasha (Croats) 
le P.L.O. 


and the 


(Palestinian). 


Ihud Hakvutzot ve'HaklbbuUim 
10, Dubnov St., Tel Aviv 

The Kvutza and the Kibbutz — 
Bibliographical Selection by Israel 
Bitmann 

288 pp. 17 x 24 cms. Hebrew. 1980 

Israel Bitmann, a veteran kibbutz 
member, has produced a long- 
overdue bibliography of materml 
that has already appeared in 
Hebrew, which will be of in- 
estimable value to all those in- 
terested in the kibbutz. 


Slfriat Poalim, 

P.O. Box 37068, Tel Aviv 

A.B. Yehoshua, Bibliography 1953- 
1979 by Joseph Yerusnalmi 
80 pp. (Hebrew) + XXXVIII (other 
languages). 14 x 22 cms. 1980 

This unusual bibliography of a 


writer in mid-career includes his 
short stories, novels, plays, skits, 
film scripts and essays. The 
bibliography also includes reviews 
of his works in Hebrew and other 
languages. Some 16 language en- 
tries are included in the 
bibliography. 


Coin Commemorating 
the Hebrew Book 

The Israel Government Coins &. 
Medals Corporation has informed 
the Book and Printing Centre thHt a 
new coin will be minted in honour 
of the Hebrew book and the 
Hebrew* letter. The coin will be 
issued for Independence Day. May 
5, 1981. 


Book trade veteran 

At the end of 1980 Aharon Bier, 
director of Jerusalem's Rubin Mass 
publishing house, completed 33 
years of activity in the book trade, 
all of which he devoted to the 
development of the firm. 


Reprints of this Literary Supplement which appears monthly in The 
Jerusalem Post International Edition are available for the sum of SB. in- 
cluding postage for twelve months (in six dispatches! 


I 


I ISRAEL BOOK & PRINTING CENTER. PO.Box 29732. Tel Aviv. Israel 

I 

1 I wish to order sets of reprints at £8 per set 

* My chequa/postal order no is attached 

I Nemo ... 

■ Name of Firm/Profession 

| Address Street 

I 
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Bon Appetit! 
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jf. A HESXAURANT CHIPS ■ 

iL;' 

gF‘ v .V • ■ « i »■ n—i l< -ol' DHiu«n . 


The lowdown on 117 Israeli 
restaurants from Mt. Hermon ; 
to Eilat. It’s all here — cuisine. 1 
service, location, ambiance, \ 
value. Delightfully illustrated. 
A must for all bon vivanta and 
those not so bon. 

US $3 Including packing and 
postage, 'surface mall. Allow 
6-8 weeks. 


To: The Jerusalem Post, 
P.O.B. 81. Jerusalem. Israel. 
Please Send me "What's 
Cooking In Israel" at U8 $3. 
My cheque is enclosed. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 
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★ ON EAGLES' WINGS I 

The personal story or the 
leading commander or the 
I Brae) Air Force 
» — Ezor Weizman 

PRICE: SI 9.00 

★ DAYS OF FIRE 

The secret story oT the 
making of Israel 
■ — Samuel Katz 
PRICK: SB.96 

-* MY FATHER ZEEV 
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’pDJ’tyo’T 3R1 ,’3R ★ 
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A personal account from 
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ACIiNGY f.Tl).. 

»U>.B. 02 B, Tel Aviv, Tsr.K'1 , 


HEBREW* ALL LEVELS* 

Cassette gout sea. 
Learning — A pleasure. 

1. Conversational 820.00 

2. Basic Hebrew <elem.) 886.00 

3. The voice from 
Jerusalem; Int./adv. 866.00 

4. The Miracle 8erles 

(literature/ Judaism) 

10 different titles, 
each 87.00 

Learn Hebrew — 

The Living Miracle 
1 Tutor-Tape (Israel) Ltd., 

■ P.O.B. B082, Jerusalem, Israel. 


Published weekly: betopteCfo, 1980-January 3, 1981 


THE JERUSALEM POST. INTERNATIONAL EDITION 


PACE 17 









MUSIC i i ■■ 

BEERSHEBA was, a Tew decades 
ago. a God-forsaken place in the 
desert, with a Tew camels as tourist 
attraction. Today, it is a striving city 
with all the trimmings of a modejn 
metropolis. Music-wise, it can boast 
of a municipal conservatoire. Tilling 
the classrooms to capacity, a 
flowering youth band with hundreds 
of youngsters enrolled, and a 
professionul orchestra with a dis- 
tinguished place in Israel's music 
life and culture. 

Pioneers like Ruth Hillman at the 
Conservatoire, und Nissim 
Atscheich as teacher, rounder and 
conductor of the youth band, can 
look back proudly bn their achieve- 
ments. Nissim started an orchestra 
(nnd a choir) way back in the sixties, 
with amateurs, a few professionals 
and some kibbutzniks in the 
vicinity, but the lime was apparently 
not ripe for such an umbitious 
cultural enterprise, and the promis- 
ing beginning did not continue. 
Eventually, in 1973, the Becrsheba 
Chamber Orchestra was founded, 
with Avi Ostrovsky in charge of an 
ensemble mostly comprising new 
immigrants from Russia. To save 
the group from disintegration, 
Mcndi Rodan took over in 1974 and 
has led the Beershebans from 
strength to strength. Now re-named 
the Israel Sinfonietta, Beershcba. 
the reputation of this orchestra is 
firmly established. 

This season, the Sinfonietta is giv- 
ing about a hundred concerts — in 
Becrsheba alone there arc 1,600 
regular subscribers to nine seasonal 
concerts in four series. Us lively 
schedule also includes five concerts 
at the Jerusalem YMCA auditorium 
in Israel Radio's weekly chamber 
music concerts, six concerts ut the 
Tel Aviv Museum; more ap- 
pearances in other cities, kibbutzim, 
and moshuvim, a special series of 
youth concerts and programmes at 
the Ben-Gurion University in 
Beershcba und at army bases. The 
Sinfonietta has just spent a whole 
month in Europe — its first visit 
abroad. The Sinfonietta provides in- 
leresting and stimulating 
programmes, without competing 
with other orchestral bodies in the 
country. It has occasionally 
branched out into opera: at a Spring 
Festival in Jerusalem, it played for 
the presentation of The Emperor of 
Atlantis (written in Theresienstadt 
by two Jewish artists who died in the 
Holocaust), and Gluck's Orfeo et 
Euridice. 

Another sign of its growing 
prestige: when auditions were held 
in New York this year, 60 young 
musicians applied although only 
eight positions could be filled. The 
membership now represents quite a 
healthy mixture — one-third are 
from Russia, another third 


THE IDEA is to take one of those 
quiet little Israeli coffee houses 
where the patrons sit around 
leisurely shtupping strudel and 
reading Hungariun newspapers, 
then wire the place with a couple of 
monster electronic ampliilcrs and 
blow the cream off the capuccino 
with the roar of American rock’n 
roll. 

Thai ul least is the plot at 
Jerusalem’s venerable Cafd Tuv 
Tu'am, 9 Rehov King George, 
which is undergoing transmogrifica- 
tion from beit caf£ to beit 
cacophony, to the great pleasure of 
the Capital's growing crowd of rock 
funs. 

The perpetrators of the plot *— 
new caPd managers Adam Reich, 
Dave Kiel and Ya'acov Goldberg — ■ 
are quick to point out that during 
daylight hours Tuv Ta'am still oiTers 
its customary quiet cups of coffee 
and light dairy meals. But after sun- 
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Members of the Kibbutz Orchestra 


The other orchestras 

Apart from the long-established orchestras such as the Israel Philharmonic, 
the Jerusalem Symphony and the Israel Chamber Orchestra, the country 
boasts a number of other highly-professional musical groups. YOHANAN 
BOEHM writes about some of these and their struggles to win a place in 
Israel's cultural life. 


hails from the U.S., and the rest are 
Rumanians and Israelis. Beersheba 
provides plenty of teaching oppor- 
tunities for the musicians to supple- 
ment their income from the 
orchestra, and it can be said that the 
population of Beersheba has fully 
accepted and integrated its musi- 
cians, from the mayor down to the 
ordinary citizen. 

Mendi Rodan must be credited 
with raising the ensemble from its 
modest beginnings to its highly 
professional standards of perfor- 
mance, spreading the fame of 
Beersheba as a cultural centre in 
Israel and abroad. 

Netanya is another place in Israel 
trying to develop some local 
cultural life, although its 
geographical position, wedged 
between Tel Aviv and Haifa, is not 
too conducive to these efforts. 
(Beersheba, the Capital of the 
Negev, is much further away from 
the other cities and thus has to be 
more self-sufficient in this respect.) 

But tenacious efforts of a musi- 
cian from England, who came here 
on aliya, have borne fruit. Sam 
Lewis arrived in the country in 
1969, going first to Haifa to manage 
its symphony orchestra and leaving 
there after a year. He started an 
orchestra in Netanya in 1973, but 
the October War intervened and the 


launching of the new enterprise was 
postponed to 1974. Conceived as a 
sort of Promenade Orchestra — on 
the lines of Arthur Fiedler's Boston 
Proms — it opened its season with 
32 musicians, all new immigrants. 
The amazing feature of the Netanya 
Orchestra is the fact that it has func- 
tioned all the years since under the 
same management — ad- 
ministratively and artistically. 

Sam Lewis was a viola player in 
the London Symphony Orchestra, 
but he also possesses a shrewd bu- 
siness sense. In order to keep his 
orchestra afloat, he is not too proud 
to hire himself and his musicians out 
to any bidder. The municipality is in 
bad shape financially, so its modest 
subsidy to the orchestra was cut in 
half this year; other sources are 
limited. At the end of July this year, 
the whole orchestra was fired for 
lack or sufficient public and in- 
stitutional support, and subsequent- 
ly, some sort of cooperative was 
formed, with members getting paid 
according to services rendered. 
There are now 28 full-time musi- 
cians, with another seven on half 
contract or standby. . 

Sam Lewis has won financial sup- 
port from commercial enterprises (a 
new departure for Israel): the 
Menorah Insurance Company, 
“Abir," the National Brewery, the 


Elite Chocolate Factory, and I Cl 
Chemicals, are contributing to the 
budget of the N.O. Last year, they 
travelled all over the country, play- 
ing some ISO concerts in one 
season. This year, 60 children's con- 
certs Tor Netanya youngsters are 
scheduled, Tinanaed by the 
municipality and Operation 
Renewal. 

The repertoire is wide open — 
Sam Lewis and his orchestra will 
play anything as long as it is good 
music of its kind. 

Here, loo, from a purely new im- 
migrant body, the membership has 
developed to consist now or half 
Israelis, 30 per cent Russians and 20 
per cent from the U.S., South 
America and Rumania. In this new 
scheme of a minimum guarantee of 
income, with additional pay for ex- 
tra duties, the musiciuns seem to he 
belter off than before, and iLseems 
that the continuity of the Netanyn 
Orchestra is guaranteed, at least ns 
long as Sam Lewis Is at the helm. 

The Kibbutz Chamber Orchestra 
is a typically — and exclusively — 
Israeli invention. It has u iong 
history of music-making, but only in 
recent years has the KCO joined the 
cultural life of Israel outside its own 
movement. 

Reorganized in 1970, Noam' 
Sheriff took over the conductorship 


From coffee-house to cacophony 


set. earplugs are in order for the 
elderly. 

“While the emphasis is on rock," 
says Reich, "we don’t restrict our- 
selves to any one kind of music. 
We’ll be offering ail kinds of pop, 
jazz, country, folk, reggae, even 
classical — whatever the people 
want to hear." 

The music is also purveyed 
through a variety of media, in- 
cluding tape deck, professional 
disco turntable, video tape, and live 
performance. Local performers 
have been booked for special con- 
certs. David Broza, Arik Sinai and 
Gary Eckstein are slated for Tues- 
day "Star Nights," and starling in 
January each Monday night will be 
open to amateurs for auditions and 
hooienany happenings. 

Plans call for musical activity 


By Madeline L. Kind 

several times a week. Response to 
the music club's initial programmes 
of special evenings has exceeded 
Tuv Ta’am ’s expectations. 

“We packed the house for our 
video-recorded salute to the 
Grateful Dead," says Kiel, "and for 
our birthday celebration for Keith 
Richards, we had to turn away bet- 
ween SO and 100 people." 

“There’s always a lot of problems 
in running a rock dub," adds Reich, 
"but frankly one of our chief 
worries is drawing more people than 
we can handle." 

Goldberg says that Tuv Ta’am is 
one of the largest coffee houses in 
the downtown area, capable of 
seating about 100 at tables' and 


twice that number in cinema-style 
rows Tor performances. The stage 
under construction may make 
things lighter, but the boys have 
their eyes on the cafd’s spacious 
garden for summer use — if the 
neighbours can cope with the vibes. 

The three young American 
managers have all had some sort of 
experience in running clubs and 
restaurants. Kiel, who has been in 
Israel for 13 years, helped launch 
the pioneering Richie’s Pizza in the 
early 70s, and Is responsible for ex- 
panding Tuv Ta’am's menu to in- 
clude popular American vegetarian 
fare like casseroles and quiches. 

Goldberg unashamedly stresses 
the American character of the 
changeover. "Even when we have 
concerts, we won’t have people sit- 
ting on those low straw stools. We’ll 


in 1973; the group has since become 
more professional, more ambitious 
in its programmes, and more outgo- 
ing in its appearances in places 
other than kibbutzim. It even went 
abroad on a prolonged concert tour 
last year and participated in an 
elaborate Shavu'ot Festival at Kib- 
butz Shefayim last May, going into 
partnership with the Engadiner 
Kanlorei from Switzerland to per- 
form Haydn’s Creation and the Eli- 
jah by- Mendelssohn. 

The original idea was, of course, 
to give musically inclined members 
of the kibbutz movement an artistic 
outlet, to further their instrumental 
ability and. perhups, to avoid their 
going to town to continue their 
musical careers. The movement was 
also eager to show town dwel- 
lers that the kibbutz does not only 
produce agricultural products, 
machinery, good tank commanders 
and excellent fighter pilots. Some 30 
'-'frt-dmRp layers, occasionally 
augmenTBrE-by wind instrument 
players chosen from llie ever*- 
growing reservoir of young kibbutz 
members, meet regularly at a 
cultural centre to rehearse some 
six programmes every season. These 
are then performed at concert halls 
all over the country — including 
Jerusalem, Te! Aviv and Haifa. 
With the players coming from just 
as many different locations, logistics 
play a big part in the organization, 
but understanding and collabora- 
tion seems to be no problem within 
the kibbutz movement. Even during 
the hectic days of political dif- 
ferences leading to splitting up of 
old established settlements the 
chamber orchestra did not suffer 
and continued its existence in har- 
mony. The choir activities were ac- 
tually split up und three separate 
choral groups are still active, 
reflecting the difference of political 
shades within the kibbutz move- 
ment. 

Of course, the Kibbutz Chamber 
Orchestra docs not suffer so much 
from budget considerations, but 
cost accounting has reached the ki- 
bbutz movement, which is now 
highly industrialised, and money is 
scarce everywhere. And, I imagine, 
the Kibbutz Chamber Orchestra 
docs not benefit from the help ex- 
tended by the Ministry of Absorp- 
tion, which pays For the first year of 
employment of musicians if there is 
the likelihood alter that period that 
the new members cun be included 
in the regular budget of the respec- 
tive organizations. Not only 
Beersheba and Netanya have to 
thank the Ministry for this arrange- 
ment, which helped them to stand 
on their own Tect, but other es- 
tablished orchestras in-the-eountry 
gre also assisted in this manner in 
absorbing more musicians within 
their ranks. 

have comfortable seats so people 
can sit up und sit back and see 
what’s going on and enjoy the 
show." 

The main musical maniac among 
the managers is Reich. A musician 
himself, Reich left New York lea 
than a year ago where he had 
created programmes at disco clubs, 
worked for Rolling Stones Recoros, 
and promoted the cult film The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. 

Reich says his experience witn 
the Rocky Horror crowd has 
prepared him to handle any con- 
ceivable kind of clientele. 

"We may have to have a selector 
(read bouncer) at the door to dis- 
courage undesirable types, ne 
says, “but I don’t really anticipate 
any problems. Israeli kids are easy 
to deal with, and I think the kind o 
serious rock we feature — and our 
prices — will determine things 
pretty naturally.” ' _ 
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Portion of the week: Va'era, Exodus 
6.2-9. The verse discussed is 9.31-32. 

HAIL, the seventh of the 10 
plagues, is described in this week's 
portion, and the telling yields con- 
siderable agricultural data in this 
first biblical mention of the state of 
various crops at a specific time of 
the year. 

Tne exodus took place on the 
ISth of Nisan. This plague, 
therefore, must have occurred a few 
' weeks earlier. The year’s first grain 
harvest, that^jiL-badeyTHpens by 
Pessah.-Tfieoffering of the omer of 
barley took place on the second day 
of Pessah, and we count the omer 
for the next 49 days, until Shavuot, 
by when the second grain crop, that 
of wheat, is ripe. 

It is justifiable to assume that the 
agricultural conditions in Egypt are, 
on the whole, similar to those in 
Israel. Then let us consider the 
verses “the barley was smitten, for 
(he barley was in the ear," whereas 
"the wheat and the spelt were not 
smitten for they ripen later” (9.31- 
2). Spelt is a species of wild wheat, 
cf. Isaiah 28.25, and Ezekiel 4.9. 
This accurately reflects the 
agricultural calendar. The wheal 
and the spell met their fate in the 
next plague, that of the locusts, 
which devour even unripe produce. 

In an earlier verse, 9.25, fruit 
trees are also mentioned as suffer- 
ing from the plague of hail since, os 
has been often mentioned in this 
column, "the trees of the field" is a 
synonym .for fruit-bearing trees 
(non-fruil-bearing trees are called 
"trees of the forest”). 

Again our religious calendar 
helps us to appreciate the accuracy 
of the data given. As is well known, 
the 15lh day of Shval is the "New 
Year for Trees;" on this day the first 
of the fruit-bearing trees, the al- 
mond, awakens from Its long winter 
sleep and dresses itself in glorious 
blossom- Thus it is called in Hebrew 
the. .shakfd*;, thje. ■ “haslener" (cf. 
Jeremiah 1 . 1 1 , where the prophet is 
shown an almond tree and is told it 
symbolizes that “I hasten to per- 
form my word.") The very first 
fruits are formed, though are far 
from' ripSTurc-Sha^uot, the "Festival 

of the First Fruits?^ — 

Thus, although the plague of bail 
could not damage the fruit of the 
fruit trees, the devastation was none 
the less complete, since the hail 
“broke every treo-of.the_fi.eW,” i-e. 
the fru it-trees (9.25). Thus the ac- 
curacy of the biblical record is con- 
firmed. 

Israel TV cancels 
New York deal 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Because of a $50,000 unpaid debt, 
the Broadcasting Authority will 
stop supplying its TV news and 
programmes to the Isra vision com- 
pany, which screens a weekly 
Hebrew programme about Israel in 
the New York City area. 

. Authority director-general Yosef 
Lapid has informed the company 
that it is discontinuing its coopera- 
tion starting January 1, because 
Isravislon has been slow to pay Us 
debts. 
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DWELLINGS 


EXCHANGE 3 BEDROOM penthouse East 
Talpioi Jerusalem for similar New York City. 
Kosher, March to May — flexible. P.O.B. 
2045. Jerusalem No. 119. 


FIVE ROOM APARTMENT for sale or rent. 
Tel Aviv, excellent location. Call: (2121 275- 
6719. Write: Box 53 Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
U.S.A. 


NETANYA QUALITY holiday apartments 
from Dave Robinson. Shaartoun, 6 Shmuel 
Hamtzlv, Netanya, Tel. 053-28812. 


NETANYA QUALITY reasonably priced ser- 
viced holiday apartments. David Gaff am, 7 
Herat. P.O.B. 3055, Netanya. Tel. 053-39372, 
after hours 053-521 16. 

NETANYA. Holiday apartments, weekly or 
monthly. Also apartment management and 
real estate. Apartmcnlcare. II Klkar Haalz- 
maut, Tel. 053-44518. 


MATRIMONIAL 


MAKE YOUR NEXT TRIP A REAL EXPERIENCE IN 
ISRAELI LIVING! 

The Neve Man Family Vacation Centra Is the ideal base (or a personalized exploration 
of Israel. Moahav Nava Han fa a unique communBl village in the Judean Hills, where 
your friendly hosts will be settlors from America. South Africa, end other parte of the 
world — ea well aa native-born I traelia 
■k Furnished 5-room duplex cottages (0 beds) 

* Store, synagogue, laundry, cultural activities 

* Special arrangements for groups 

* 15 minutes drive from Jerusalem: 20 minutes from Ben-Gurion Airport 

* From $220 par weak per cottage. 

The family vacation centre;* Neve Ban, D.N. Harei Yehuda, 
Israel. 

Tel. 02-522053. 


HYMAN'S SPECIALIZED JEWISH 
introductions, all age groups. Finest clientele 
— worldwide. Write free brochure: Hyman's, 
17 New Oxford Si.. London W|. Tel. 806529. 


MATRIMONIAL: International Agency 
specialising in academies. Amcrican/Eura- 
pean tradition, unlimited personal service, dis- 
cretion assured. Mr. Chctril. P.O.B. 7382, 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-234334. 


PERSONAL 



COMMUNICATION Tor Jewish singles 
throughout the world. Send particulars and 
uge: Shiluv Organization. P.O.B. 6190, Tel 
Aviv 


PEN FRIENDS 


MALE. 2**. wishes to correspond with people 
from abruud. Shmulik Greenberg, 1 2/3 1 Ren 
Yoseph, Ramul Aviv Gminicl 69 496, Israel. 
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PLOTS 


ISRAEL RADIO 
SHORT WAVE 

Broadcasts in English 

2.11.80 — 1.3.81 

OBOO — 0516 GMT 
21710 kHz — 13m' 

16105 kHz — 19m ' 

1 1960 kHz — 26m 1 
1 1837 kHz — 26m’/* ' 

9009 kHz — 33m */** 

1200 — 1230 GMT 
21B76 kHz — 13m* 

17B7S kHz — 16m’ 

17812 kHz — 16m' 

,16806 kHz — 19m”* 

11820 kHz — 26m* 

2000 — 2030 GMT 
17886 kHz — 18m”* * 

15105 kHz — 19m* 

9816 kHz — 30m”” 

9426 kHz — 31m ' 

9009 kHz — 33m”” 

7412 kHz — 40m’ 

2230 — 2300 GMT 

12025 kHz — 24m 

1 1837 kHz — 26m*/* * ” ’ 

9816 kHz — 30m' 

.9009 kHz — 33m' 

7412 kHz — 40m 

0000 — 0030 GMT 
11837 kHz — 25m*/** ’ * ’ 

9815 kHz — 30m' 

7412 kHz — 40m V 

0100 — 0126 GMT 

1 1837 kHz — 26m’/ 

9B15 kHz — 30m’ 

7412 kHz — 40m*/* ' * ” 

0200 — 0225 GMT 
1 1637 kHz — 26m’ 

9815 kHz - 30m’ 

7412 kHz — 40m* 

■ N AMERICA S W EUROPE 
’ ' AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
■ ” SE ASIA. AUS N Z 
’ 1 ” AFRICA 
LATIN AMERICA 


Wh BUY LAN Lj, prdpert) in Israel. W. 
Goodman. Kaf-tet BeNavcmber 14a, 
Jerusalem. Tel. U2-6t>2733. 


r.ol Yiarani External Service 

P.0 8. 10B2. Jerusalem. Israel 91910 


3 CASSETTE TAPES BY JOAN McWHIRTER 

"captures a sense of the biblical essence, 
lyricism and drama that pervades the Holy City" 

"beautifully presented ... could not be bettered" 

"Joan McWhirter s voice from Jerusalem is one 
which people everywhere will identify with 
warmly." 

"discloses the truth about the Palestinians" 

"I found her arguments convincing" 

Ideal for Radio Stations, Church Groups. 
Community Centres, Schools, Seminars, 
Educational, Aliya and Hadassah Groups, 
Synagogues and Yeshivot and of -course for 
personal use. 

Taps 1. Side A. Journey to Jerusalem. 

Side B. Christmas in Bethlehem. 

Taps 2. Side A. The Truth about the Refugees. 

Side B. Open Letter to the U.S. 
President. 

Taps 3. Jerusalem, the Undivided City (both 
aides). 

Each tape US$6 (seamail) plus $2 airmail. 

All three tapes US$12.50 (seamail) plus $5 air. 


To: The Jerusalem Post, P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem, 91000, Israel 
Please send me “A VOICE FROM JERUSALEM” Cassettes 
Tape 1 / Tape 2 / Tape 3 at US$5 each plus $2 for airmail. 
All three (tapes at U8S12.60 plus $6 for airmail. 

My cheque is enclosed. 


Well-established, family-run corporation, engaged in marketing 
essential, sought- alter technical equipment 
of Israeli and foreign manufacture 


PARTNER 

(preferably active) 

Investment required: $100,000 

To obtain details or to arrange an Interview, write to P.O.B. 8, 
Beersheba, Israel 84 100 (for ''Partner"'). 


NAME, 


ADDRESS^ 



ELD AN Electronic Instrument Co. Ltd. 
Looking for a challenge, interesting work and good 
salary? Gome and work with us — a reliable, 
expanding company. 

We eeek'; 

1. Saids Dept. Manager — Scientific Instruments 

Applicants should bs experienced in sales management of 
scientific-instrument and know the market. Appropriate 
background necessary. 

2. Salesman — Chromatography Equipment 

Experience with gas and liquid chromatography, an asset. 

3. Salesmen — Industrial Chemical Equipment 

Experience and acquaintance with the Israel chemical Industry, 
an asset. ' 

4. Salesman — Laboratory and Diagnostic Chemicals 
Experience essential. 

All the above jobs involve travelling throughout Israel. Place of 
residence: central region or Jerusalem. Excellent conditions for the 
right people. Including grants, provision of car, and further training 

B. Seryipe Technician 

To provide repair and maintenance service for scientific and 
medical equipment in the Tel Aviv' area. Excellent conditions, car 
provided, further training overseas. 

Apply in writing only, attaching detailed currlnulum vitae and references from 
previous places of work, to P.03. 1270, Jerusalem. 
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Where tender care is found 


tr'*tS>V 


»> HELEN ROSSI 
The wide distribuiion of gifts'ull 
around ihe country at Hanukka and 
all of the regular work — this year we 
had two drives running together — 
prevented The Jerusalem Post H.Q. 
from going out with many or the 
parcels. We had to leave this to the 
district social workers. They have 
done their job well, us thank-you 
the Jerusalem letters indicate. 
POST There arc two 
stops in Jerusalem 
where we deliver 
Christmas gifts that 
we must visit 
though, for both 
arc unusual institu- 
tions. 

St. Vincent de 

Puul is in Ein 

Kareni. where children of all faiths, 
born with fatal birth defects, ure so 
hcuuiifuilv cared for. Under the 
lining supervision of Sister Bcr- 
naise. a Distinguished Citizen of 
Jerusalem, this old building has 
been turned into u dream place. The 
tots arc given tender cure and 
warmth. In the past few years, the 
Education Ministry has sent them 
therapist-teachers — and in some 
small measure improved their 
tenuous hold on life. But it is to 
Sister Beni; list, whose day starts at 
3.30a.m. with prayer, and whose in- 
ner calm and patience pervade the 
whole i nst it u lion, that these tiny un- 
fortunates turn. 

Our other slop is nl the St. Vin- 
cent de Paul Hospice in the centre 
of Jerusalem, where over 100 well 
children greet our party with songs 
in Hebrew. Hearing Hatikva sung 
under a Christmas tree is quite an 
experience. The hospice is a school 
and orphanage, and more than half 
of the total or 1 50 (including infants) 
arc complete socirtl welfare Cases. 

Four of the schools of the Sisters 
of Rosary, the only Order of Arab 
nans — from Beit Hanina to 
Bethlehem arc also on our list. So is 
the St. Ann s Orphanage at Zippori, 
where Bishop Kaldany of the Latin 
Patriarchate of Nazareth takes care 
of delivery of the gifts. 

The B'nai B'rith Atlanta Lodge 
made a most successful two- 
pronged effort this year. They ran a 


tome near 


The “Forsake Me Not" drive has 
highlighted the lack of dental care 
for the aged. 

As soon as we announced that 
this was one of the “Forsake Me 
Not" projects, we had a call from 
the Jerusalem Chapter of the Alpha 
Omega Fraterniiy, telling us that 
their dentists were already giving 
volunteer service through a newly- 
estublished organization called 
Mcshulash. Referrals to this non- 
profit volunteer group are made by 
the municipal social workers. 

Meshulash’s main problem is get- 
ting the funds Tor the materiuls and 
technical work involved. We put 
Meshulush on our list of recipients 
und the Services for the Aged 
department at the Ministry of Social 
Af fairs spread the word around the 
country. 

The social workers report their 
amazement til how- many dentists — 
some pensioners — responded to 
this cull for help. Through the 
kindness of our readers, we hope to 
gel this whole project going 
throughout the country. 

Another of the “Forsake me not" 
projects is the changing of locks and 
doors, where needed, to protect the 
elderly und infirm Tram petty 
thieves who have been preying on 
them. This is already underway in 
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benefit concert und u sale of toys 
that enabled them to raise enough 
money for both The Jerusalem Post 
Toy Fund as well as to give 
Hunukku toys to children of new 
immigrants. Their cheaue for J 1,500 
was transferred to us oy the Israel 
Consulate in Atlanta. 

Another B'nai B'rith Lodge, the 
Olympic XI of Boca Raton, Fla. 
stales: "This cheque for S 100 is of- 
fered in memory of the II Israeli 
athletes murdered at Munich in 
1972. We are named in memory of 
these athletes." The Olympic XI 
Lodge is one of the toy Fund 
regulars. 

And this kind note from Irving 
SchechtmanofW. Palm Beach, Flu. 
says: “As I write these lines my 
television is showing the magnifi- 
cant rescue of Italian seamen by 
valourous Israeli army and navy 
units. How best to show my ap- 
preciation than by sending along a 
modest chcmic to the Toy Fund — 
my second. 1 

Donations that came in during 
the pusl week have brought Ihe 
total so far to 1S26S.734.S0. 

Wc would like to brinjj both of 
our drives to a close early in the new 
year. And we do hope the post of- 
fices at both Kennedy Airport and 
Yad Eliahu in Tel Aviv will move 
the ninils more swiftly. Both have 
(he latest in fast-moving automativc 
equipment, but sometimes we 
almost feel we are back being 
served by camel post. 

Donations should he sent directly 
to: The Jerusalem Post Toy Fund, 
P.O.B. 81, Jcrusulcni 91000, Israel. 
Some of Inst week's contributors: 

SI. 500 B'nai B'rith. A llama Lodge. Chamblee, 
Ga. 

5200 Howard S. Gross, Pins burgh. Pa. 

S100 Simcha Binem Forlerer and Family, 
Buenos Aires, In iqemory of. ihe eleven 
Israeli athletes murdered m Munich In 1972' 
— B'nai B'nih Olympic XI Lodge No. 2947 
— Boca Raton. FL. 

IS7J0 Niniit and Aron Chilewich, Jerusalem. 
575 Members or Congregation Beth El, 
Norwalk, Conn, iiccond comribulion). 

334 Three limes Hai. with best wishes for a 
happs Hanukka Tor our nieces and 
nephews, Amy. Yigal. Michael, Abby. 
Brenda. Arnold. Rulh. Marc. Danny. Rafi 
and Michael — Jacob and Jeanne 
Schachier. 

550 Tzedaka Fund of ihe mu denis of Glmmel 
and Daled classes of ihe Consolidated 


Religious School of Greater Washington. 
Chevy Chase. Md. Samuel Rubin. Tucson, 
A z. In memory of those who died for peace 
that we may live in peace — Wade Moore, 
W. Presionburg, Ky. In honour of Stanley 
and Larry 's birthday — Ellen. Suian, Deb- 
bie and Jean Splucr. Narberth. Pa. Edward 
Banyai. New York. N.Y. 

$36 Malle Enterprises, Beverly Hills. Ca. 
Mark Barcohana. Charles Blackman. Deb- 
bie Feldman. Jeffrey Gaffin, Jason 
Golditch. Mara Labell, Heather Levin. Jef- 
frey Glanu. Alethe Marinsky, Melanie 
Perlman. Mark Summer. Bethany Zalk. 
Lisa Zukerman, all from the Zayin Class of 
Temple Emanuel, Providence. R.l. 
Sharfman Family. Southfield. Ml. Arthur 
B. Miller. Brooklyn, N.Y. Twice Hai from 
the Keren AmiTTzcdaka funds collected 
from the children at Westchester Reform 
Temple. Scarsdale, N.Y. 

IS258.30 Money collected from students and 
guests at the Hebrew Union College/Jewish 
Institute of Religion, Jerusalem. 

S33 Hochschule Fuer Jucdlsche Sludlcn. 
Heidelberg. W. Germany. 

330 In honour of the marriage of our mother 
Pearl Schwartz to Irving Weisberger — 
Mike and Judy Schneck. Brooklyn. N.Y. 
Nancy Stcinik’s Gimel B and C students of 
Temple Beth Am. Margate, FL. From the 
5th grade class of Cong. Beth Israel, Ann 
Arbor, Ml. 

IS200 Yudin, Dana, Tori Shaivoitz, Haifa. For 
[•ran. Tal. No'am and Dor — fromOmama. 

S23 In memory of parents Lena and Joseph 
Greenstone, who gave as generously as they 
could In their lifetime — Julie and Dick 
Popkin. St. Louis, MO, Anonymous. 
Caulfield, Australia. Henry G. and Tehilla 
P. Rieser, New York. N.Y. Debra S. Herr- 
mann. Clearwater, FI. My grandson. Nico 
Rnhar. Caracas. Venezuela, sends a small 
gift to his young friends in Israel. Charles 
und Jcun Vun Ettcn, Doming WA. Michael 
und Julie Lippntunn. Merion. Pa. Sharon, 
Philip und Steven Peck. Weston, MA. L. 
Deiich. Colgury, Canada. For our lovely 
grandchildren Shnrona Brownslein and 
David Benjamin Murks — Harold and 
Ltthcr Brownslein. Fur Rockuwny, N.Y. 

ISIS0 Debbie. Seth. Marcia and Floyd Tuler, 
Jerusalem. In honour of the 48th snniver- 
sury of our dear parents. Mr. and Mrs. 
Meyer Cohen — Mrs. Czerna Cohen, 
Jerusalem. 

518.18 Tzdakah fund of the Glmmel and Hey 
classes of the Jewish Community Center ol 
Paramus. N.J. — Skills, Lea W., Wendy, 

' ' Anal. 1 Andy. Steven. Brian. Eddie. JefT. 
Mike. Daniel. Mordchai, Levy. Shlomo, 
Lea D.. Riflm. Talia, Aviva. Baruch. 
Esther. Shmava. Ya'acov, David, Eliahu, 
Yehoshua and Shulamlt. 

SIB In honour of our son Jonathan, daughter- 
in-law Linda and our grandchildren Lior 
and Avner, Yahud, Israel, and in honour of 
our son Peter, daughter-in-law Carol, and 
grandchildren Ross and Benjamin, 
Peabody. MA. — Sara and Herbert 
Perlmutter, Winthrop, MA. Rabbi Jacob 
Luski. Congregation B'nai Israel, St. Peter- 
sburg. FL. In honour of our grandson'and 



Soap bubbles and Hatikva under the Christmas tree at the St. Vincent de Paul 
Hospice in Jerusalem. 1 Photo David Brauneri 


our hopes for his good health — Mr. and 
Mrs. Dan Sherman, Tucson. AZ. In honour 
of our children Ruth. Arthur, Jennifer, 
Shoshana. Dale — Rabbi and Mrs. 
Malcolm Sparer. San Francisco, Ca. In 
honour of our sons Paul in Maalot and 
Jamie and Aliza In Tiberias and Marla, the 
first Sabra in our family — Henry and Ruth 
Shapiro, Bronx, N.Y. Ren, Greg and Marc 
Daniels, Chestnut Hill, MA. — who are 
happy to share their Hanukka gifts with less 
fortunate Israeli children. In loving 
memory of father, Meyer Soloff. Shikun 
Dan, Israel — Dr. and Mrs. Solomon 
Soloff. Toms River, NJ. 

IS 1 25 Hannah and Israel Cohen, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 

515 In honour of our Puerto Rican Homily, Lu 
Famllio de Eulogio Domex dc Aguus 
Buenas — Richard, Karen and Adam 
Grayson. New Rochelle, N.Y. In honour of 
our granddaughter, Slvan Alush — Gene 
and Rulh Roscnfeld. Highland Park. III. — 
From Pop pop and Mcemuh in honour ol 
their grandsons Shu'anan. Nadav and byal 
Slreett — Julius and Clara Street! 

1SI00 Rulh Danlelak, Givaiaylm. Charlotte 
Luetlke. Jerusalem. Anonymous, Ramai 
Gan. In honour of a lecture by Debbie 
Weizman for Outreach Programme — 
Union of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions. Jerusalem. Mr Alie Kleiner, 
Raanana. Daniel A. Benjamin Schreiber, 
Jerusalem. 

SI I In memory of our father, Sidney Robert 
Levi. 


Dentists respond to call 


quite a number of the 30 towns and 
local councils that have al reads 
received their allocation for this 
project. 

Our "Forsake me not" drive has 
inspired all sorts of offers by in- 
dividual volunteers and groups. The 
Services for the Aged at the 
Ministry of Social Affairs have 
found work for all the volunteers, 
for it needs a lot of effort to keep all 
of the services for the aged going. 
With (he donations received 
during the past week the “Forsake 
me not" drive has now raised IS812, 
092.60. We will be closing this drive 
sometime next week, and if our 
readers will help we will send the 
total to well over the one million 
shekel mark. 

Donations should be sent direct- 
ly to: The Jerusalem Post "Forsake 
me not" fund, P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 
91000, Israel. If you are con- 
tributing to both drives please send 
sepurale cheques. 

Last week's donors include: 

£100 To celebrate and commemorate my 
wife's 70th birthday, with love — Max 
Berner. Nelsnya. 

3200 In memory or my husband — Esther L. 

Novick, Jersey City, N.Y. 

3100 With our prayers for Ihe peace of 
Jerusalem (Psalm 1.22:6) and Tor blessing 
upon its people — Gene and Donald Ar- 
nold. Grand Island, NE. In honour of the 


Tuesday Social Club of the Knesset Israel 
Synagogue of Annapolis, Maryland, Niusia 
and Aron Chilewich, Jerusalem. 

S7S Members of Congregation Beth El, 
Norwalk, Conn. 

IS450 From a private ladles bridge club, Tel 
Aviv-Herzliya area. 

SAR40 Morris Lewln, Johannesburg, South 
Africa. 

350 In memory of those who died for peace 
that we may live in peace — Wade Moore, 
W. Presionsburg. Ky. From an old Zionist 
— Anonymous from Panama. 

336 From the Jewish Chapel Community of 
Okinawa. Japan, in honour of our parents 
and grandparents wherever they are. In 
memory of Yens and Moishe Schorr — the 
Miller family, Brooklyn, N.Y. Leo B. 
Kamenetz, Los Angeles. California. 

ISJ70 My sister in Switzerland sends her con- 
Irlbution as part of a cheque Including also 
Hanukka gifts for my family — Ludwig 
Bomstein, Tel Aviv. 

325 Henry and Tehtlla Rieser, New York, in 
memory of my beloved sister Sheila Lebat 
— Harold Brownslein, Far Rockaway, 
N.Y. In loving memory of our beloved wife 
and mother, Sadye Slllman — from Ed Sit- 
Iman. Midge and Hector Merlin, Attleboro, 
Ma. From the A. Pastor family, 
Burlingame, California. In memory of my 
dear grandmother, Dora Yeta Schultz- 
Merrill, whose life and history are so impor- 
tant to me — Adqa Dora Merrill-Buccilli, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

IS180 In honour of Ihe 48th wedding anniver- 
sary of our dear parents, Meyer and Czerna 
Cohen of Jerusalem — Louis and Julee 
Cohen of Los Angeles, California. In 
memory of my brother Omar Oscar Marcus 
— S.S.M., Jerusalem. 

320 From a 1948 MachalnUt- — Fred Serif, 

' " Sydney; Australia. • - 


IS150 In memory of nty beloved dearest one* 
— Lydia Schnitzlcr, Tel Aviv. In loving 
memory of our very dear parents, RHh 
B ergstein Lllman, Motel Bergsicin und El- 
tie Grossman — Ben and Carrie Grossman. 
Rose Lipkin, Jerusalem. In memory of 
Malca and Pereis Gross from daughter-in- 
law and granddaughters Liora and Chagit. 

ISI45 "ON" Group, Shikun Dan. 

318 The Hummel family, Ramai Oan. In lov- 
ing memory of our parents — Rabbi and 
Mrs. Malcolm Sparer, San Francisco, Ca. 
Mimi and Sidney Horwlit, Great Neck. 

, N.Y. 

315 For Aaron's Bar Mitzva — Laura and 
Michael Seaman, Rlverdale, N.Y. 

ISI0Q T.P., Zahala.Zvi, Daniel and Benjamin 
Schreiber, Jerusalem. In loving memory of 
my dear husband Isaak and only son Eugen 
Soceanu — Fanny Soceanu, Tel Aviv, 
Charlotte Lueitke (second contribution), 
Jerusalem. Ben and Freda Cohen, Oivat 
Shmuel. In memory of my husband Y.B. 
Haifa. Mrs. Eva F. Marx, Dallas, Texas. 
Devore and Ron Spinner; In honour of the 
70th birthday of Edgar Wolff, Buenos Aires 
— Hanna S.; "E.L.", Haifa. 

DM20 Hans Mandl, Karlsruhe, West Ger- 
many. 

31 1 In memory of our mother, Mildred Levi 
Lacow. 

£5 Dr. Colin Leci, Edgware, Middlesex, 
England. 

IS80 In honour of my cousin Grete 
Loewenbeig, nie Oettinger, Boston, her 
husband Ernst, their sons, grandchildren 
and greal-grandfaughter. instead of a 
phone call on the occasion of her 80th 
birthday — from Qabriel Stern, Jerusalem. 

>101 Felix and Irma Levenbach, Swampscoit, 
Ma. Anonymous donor from Jerusalem 
turned over her Hanukka gift. In honour of 
Harry Hirschman, 86 years young — Sally, 


£5 Mr. M.W. Getzcls. Glasgow, .Scotland. 

310 In Honour nf our sons Ricky and Paul. 
Cherry Hill. N.J. — Sally and Neil Gros- 
sman. Ml. Holly, N.J. Wishing good health 
to Yosef Zysserman. Beit Avot. Ramai 
Aviv — Pruf. and Mrs. Harold Wershow. 
Birmingham, Al.. In honour of my nephew 
Ayul. nieces Lciati. Esther Jennifer, Tare 
Devorah. Michal. Yonubeth — Debbie 
Matka, No. Bergen, NJ. Edward and Selma 
Hcizler; Toby S. Heizler, Chicago, III. — in 
memory of Sheldon Alan Heizler who loved 
all children. Rundall and Marcia Krakauer, 
Lyndhurst. OH. In memory of Shcm and 
Usher Mugdulc. Lebanon, PA. — John L. 
Reilly. Lebanon. PA. For the pupils of the 
Scufcrd Jewish Center Religious School — 
Rabbi Lsor Ben-Sorek, Scaford. N.Y Fein 
und Irma Levenbach. Swampscoit, MA. 
Irving and Llena Schechiman, W. Palm 
Reach, FL. 

37 In loving memory from the children and 
grandchildren of Chaim (Fclsher) *upd 
S.trch Rivch (SoUnlovshyl Bloom of 
Mmsker Guhernc and Springfield, MA. — 
Louis Bloom. Springfield, MA. 

35 Hurry Kluiiber, Cambridge. MA. In honour 
of our children, Down. Jessica Bnd Ariel — 
Lorraine und Hob Caris, Tonis River. N.J. 
In memory of our grandma Fannie 
Silbcrmun — Mindy und Sura Sllbcrman, In 
memory of our lueriugc cousin Todd 
Schneider — Mindy und Sara Silbcrmun: 
W. Orange. N.J. 

32 Leonard und Cheryl Mcrsand, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 


Ned, Kicky and l*mi] Orossntan, Cherry 
Hill, N.J. In memory nf Bubbti und ZaUti ■ 
KnhcnMvIn und llei/lcr — from Toby 
Heizler. Chicago, III. A. Ucrkowilz, Bir- 
mingham, Alupupun Mure D. Holstein. 
Malden, Mu. In loving ifldrhdry of Vny 
father. Dr. Erich C'erf. und in non bur of my 
innlhcr. Mrs. Murgurcllio Corf — Dr. 
Alce/u (.'erf- II cure, Baltimore, Md. In 
me ranry of my mother Rccha Hlrsch — 
Ruth Koblenz, Alexandria, Vu. 

IS67 Gift sent to Kcba Bornstein'* 
6-month-old grandson by ELort ha. Rubens- 
tein. Dullair- Texas. 

■— S9"T5cvorah and Raphael Isaac, Princeton, 
N.J.. in memory of grandpa Rosen or 
California anil grandmother Rulh a™ 
grandfather Yizhaq of Ethiopia. Sherry 
Rosen and Ephraim Isaac, Princeton. NJ^. 
in memory of Eva and Ernie Kornfold 
Neot Mordcchol. Selda Mtnlzer. Chelm- 
sford. Mass. — in momory of mother Ben 
Rich. 

IS50 In loving memory of my dear ilsicr-ln-liw 
Miriam Carmi who died on Dec. 18 — Le°j 
Heyman, Naharlya. In honour of Ops bm 
G randma Gerstenhaber's Aliya — »om 
Debra, Miriam. Nina and Moshe 
Schmerler, Peiah Tikva. Elisheva Taubkut. 
Tel Aviv. U. Atlatman, Ramat Hasharotj- 
Anonymous, Jerusalem. Anonymous, Eilat. 
In memory of our parents, Margarets am* 
Julius Steinert, from their five children — 
Hannl and Franz Simon, Jerusalem. Juh“J 
Jacobs, Caesarea. Ruth Froehllch, Hajj* 
(3rd contribution), Families O. and T"- 
Iselin, Winterthur; On the 'jahr wit’ of Kurt 
de Haas — - Stefanie de Haas, Haifa. 

35 In memory of our cousin Avraliinj 
Harzfeld — from Sylvia and Rid 1 *™ 
Silberman, West Orange, NJ. In 1°™* 
memory of my parent^ R. and B, 
Anonymous. 

IS 10 In honour of my 91-year-old mother, ll£ 
Ing In Vienna - Waller Beliak, Tel AvivJn 
memory of myparenu, Charles S. and Ro* _ 
Lichlenthal — M. Manor; 
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE 


in first land shipment 


‘drill 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — The race to send the 
first overland shipment to Egypt 
through the Neot Sinai crossing 
point was won last week by Agrex- 
co, when the agricultural produce 
export company shipped 13 tons of 
unripe bananas across the border. 

The runner-up in the race was the 
Hadera Paper mills, whose 20-ton 
paper shipment was scheduled to 
cross the border three days later. 

Both shipments had been 
scheduled for December IS, the 
overland route's formal opening 
day. But a technical hitch in the 
transfer of money from Egypt 
forced the postponement of the 
shipments. 

The banariasfiom- Kibbutz 
Hakuk jn-LowefTjalilee arrived al 
the Israeli crossing point early 
Monday morning. The huge semi- 


trailer truck was allowed to cross 
over to the Egyptian side, where the 
bananas were offloaded onto two 
smaller Egyptian Volvo trucks. 

The kibbutz member driving the 
truck said that it took about an hour 
for the Egyptian workmen to warm 
up to the job. Bur after that, the un- 
loading went smoothly, he said. 

The main stumoling-block 
seemed to be that the bananas on 
the Israeli truck arrived hanging on 
hooks, requiring a certain amount 
of teamwork from the Egyptian 
crew. One workman had to unhook 
the bunches, and then swing them 
onto the back of a second workman. 

A second banana shipment for 
Cairo was to have crossed at Neot 
Sinai on Thursday. Duvid Shahar, 
the Neot Sinai terminal manager, 
said that so far, no Egyptian ex- 
porters had requested to transfer 
goods to Israel through the ter- 
minal. 


Local Motorola subsidiary 
prospers despite inflation 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - Elisha Shahmoon, 
the managing director of Motorola 
Israel, was recently appointed vice 
president of the communications 
group of the American parent com- 
pany. The appointment, according 
to company officials here, comes in 
the wnke of Shah moon's contribu- 
tion to the company’s success here 
during the last lew years. 

Shahmoon, 41. will continue m 
. his job as managing, director- here, 
and his promotion will only mean 
that he will travel to the U.S. several 
times a year. 

Under his leadership, Motorola 
stands out as one of the few com- 
panies here that not only does not 
complain about the present 
economic situation but is even 
showing some profit. 

In 1979 Motorola's turnover was 
S40m., While this year it is expected 
to reach S50m. Tne target for 1981 
is S60m. At present 40 per cent of 
(he company's production is being 
exported and it is planned to in- 
crease this percentage. The com- 
pany employs 1,100 people, nearly 
all Israelis, the local company is 
wholly owned by Motorola, Inc. 

Asked how his company managed 
to make money despite inflation, 
JJhahmoon refused to reveal his 
se5Tet«nd^«|erred to hide behind 
clichds like^lKeTrDstemeiJg king," 
and "we give customers the best 
service possible." 




By MACAOEE DEAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Twenty-two times in 
(he past Dr. Rex Peterson has said: 

“ Drill here and you find either oil or 
gas." 

All 22 times his predictions, about 
places in four slates in the U.S., 
proved absolutely correct. 

Recently Dr. Peterson, 48, who 
has a doctorate in geology, made his 
23rd and 24th predictions, both as a 
consultant for the Harav lnvest- 
meqj and Development Company. 
The “drill here" instructions pin- 
pointed two spots' in the Kiryat Gat 
area. 

"My interpretation of the data, 
obtained by using pictures taken 
from satellites, and confirming them 
by conventional Endings, turned up 
1 2 likely sites for oilfields.” he says. 
Six are in the Kiryat Gat area, four 
are in the West Bank, and two are in 
the coastal plain. His methods also 
confirmed tnat there should be oil 
or gas at two other spots in Israel, 
including the Helctz field which has 
already been pumped dry. 

Dr. Peterson spent 12 years 
developing his method, which is 
based on interpreting satellite linea- 
ment technology. 

"It would have taken me another 
12 years if 1 had not first studied 
sites where oil had been found in 
the past, applying methods which 
confirmed conventional methods of 


Hotel chain’s own 
charter flights 

By MICHAL YLDELMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. - The Shiff hotel chain 
will begin operating a week!) char- 


locating oil wells. My methods add 
a new dimension to spoiling the 
fields," he says. 

The first year of his theoretical 
research he got a 533,000 grant. The 
next year, on the basis of his 
preliminary results, the grant was 
upped to 5250,000 a year, and it 
continued at about this rate for the 
next 10 years. 

He still teaches a course at the 
University of Nebraska, but now 
spends most of his time working for 
private industry. 

His work is based on finding the 
faults in the Earth's crust, and trac- 
ing them. When two such faults 
meet, there are good indications 
that a pocket of oil will be found. 
When tnree such faults meet the in- 
dications are almost certain. He 
believes that deep underground, at 
least five kilometres down, onc- 
third to two-thirds of a metre high 
tides move up and down every day 
like the tides of the sea. 

Dr. Peterson, who is president of 
the Satellite Oil Research nnd 
Development Corporation — 
specialists in geological evaluation 
utilizing remote sensing — has IQ 
specialists working for him. It lakes 
him n full year to train such a 
specialist. 

Israel is the first time he has used 
his techniques outside the U.S., 
although he will probably use them 
at a later date in Colombia, South 


Elisha Shahmoon 

Motorola is now building a 14,000 
sq.m, three-storey building next to 
its present building at Yad Eliyahu, 
in Tel Aviv. The building will cost 
about Sl5m„ with another 55m. 
needed for machinery. All of this 
will be financed by the local com- 

K any. Till now the purent company 
as not taken out of the country any 
of its profits, which are all plowed 
back into the local operation. 

The company here has developed 
some products which it sells to its 
parent company. This includes 
radio units controlled from a central 
command station which can be used 
to protect schools, banks and 
private houses against burglary. 

Another development is an 
automatic irrigation system. 
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America. He has not been ap- 
proached by Ihe Arab countries. 

He said he was convinced to 
come to Israel because, "like a lot 
of Protestants (he is a Lutheran), 1 
am also a devoted Zionist. I believe 
in Israel." 

He is being accompanied on his 
present trip by Dr. Robert Moses, 
of Ontario, the founder and major 
shareholder in the Harav Invest- 
ment and Development Company, 
and Rabbi Monni Weisberger, of 
New York, financial adviser to the 
group. 

Harav Investment, which com- 
missioned Dr. Peterson, reccnlls 
reached agreement in principle with 
the Overland Dome Petroleum 
Company and the Global Oil Com- 
pany to participate with Harav in 
this oil and gas venture in Israel. 

Harav was granted a petroleum 
licence by the National Energy 
Authority in tile Kiryat Gat area six 
weeks ago for a site covering 13,000 
square miles. The target area for the 
oil drillings themselves was later 
narrowed down to the present 135 
square miles. 

S5m. to S8m. will be spent on dril- 
ling the First two wells, and the 
programme is scheduled to begin 
before May I. 1981. 

Harav Investment is represented 
in Israel by attorney Meshulum 
Rath of the firm of Ashkenazi and 
Rath. 


‘Five-day week a success 5 


flight from New. York to UmcI in 
March and an additional weekly 
flight in April, hotelier Haim Shiff 
told reporters here last week. Each 
flight will bring his hotels from 150 
to 200 guests. 

He warned of the 8 to 10 per cent 
decrease in tourism this year — and 
damaging the tourism industry by al- 
lowing local authorities to triple 
hotel taxes. 

A large hotel now pays some 
IS150.000 a month for water, Shift 
said. When it uses more water 
during peak season, however, the 
authorities charge it fines, he com- 
plained. He added that “it would be 
cheaper to let guests bathe in cham- 
pagne. "How can we tell guests not 
to bathe because it’s high season 
and we have full occupancy?" 

He attributed the decline of 
tourism from the U.S. to the inef- 
fectiveness of tourism ministry of- 
fices there, but stressed that with 
the right promotion, tourism to 
Israel could be doubled. 


Jerusalem Host Reporter 
An examination of 80 enterprises 
which have shifted to a five-day 
week shows they have not suffered 
any economic loss, according to the 
Write! Institute of Productivity. 

MvjJje. . GoWwasser, who con- 
ducted the research, said that about 
two-thirds of the 80 enterprises in- 
vestigated considered the shift to a 
five-day week positive in its 
economic results. Even those 
enterprises who had first shifted to 
five days and then returned to a six- 
day week did not do so for 
economic reasons. 

Nevertheless, Goldwasser 
pointed out, 20 per cent of the in- 
dustrial enterprises with more than 


25 employees si ill oppose the In- 
troduction of it five -day week, main- 
ly for economic reasons — fearing .i 
loss in productivity . These 
enterprises, who represent > per 
cent of all industrial undertakings, 
believe they may go into the red t! 
they shift «b a five-day week. 

A study in depth showed that in 
60 per cent of the enterprises thut 
switched to a five-dav week, output 
per worker went up. In 35 per cent 
of the cases there was no change, 
and in 5 per cent of the enterprises 
there was a decrease in output. The 
study showed that the decline in 
output was between 1.5 and 7 per 
cent immediately after the introduc- 
tion of a five-day week. 


Shorter-term accounts for foreigners 


Post Economic Reporter 
Non-Israelis will be allowed tax- 
free interest on foreign currency 
deposits in the country's banks for 
periods of less than three months, 
the Knesset Finance Committee 
decided last week after a request by 
the Treasury. The change will take 
effect on January 1 . 

Until now, tax-free deposits were 
allowed only for periods of three, 
six or 12 months, during which time, 
withdrawal would mean forfeit of all 
interest. ... 

The mlrpose of the change is to . 
enable foreign investors seeking op- 
portunity for profits to put their 
money m Israel without naving it 
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frozen. Allowing them to move 
funds more quickly from one cur- 
rency to another will make Israel 
more competitive with other 
countries which sanction such tax- 
free investment. 

Israelis will not be allowed to en- 
joy this privilege. 

In another decision, the Finance 
Committee changed terms of Rav 
Tachlirl and Na'ortm savings plans, 
operative since last June. The 
schemes' minimum maturity time 
will be lowered from four to three 
years, and maximum deposits will 
be IS75,000 for fixed arrangements 
and IS 1 50,000 for flexible ones. 

In another new regulation, banks 
will be required to pay interest •on 
non-active foreign currency 
deposits of S10Q or more. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23. 1980 

Reason prevails on Golan 

IT IS GOOD to be able for once to say a good word for the Govern- 
ment. Its decision yesterday to oppose the Tehiyu Party's expected 
attempt to table u private bill formally annexing the Golan Heights, 
through the wholesale extension of Israel's law, was the sensible 
course of action. 

What prompted the near-unanimous cabinet decision is of secon- 
dary importance — whether the realization that the "hands off" 

[ stance adopted by Premier Begin on Geula Cohen’s Jerusalem bill 
lust spring did not bear repetition: or the persistent warnings from 
Washington, nnd lately also from Cairo, that the annexation of the 
Golan would not only forestall any peace with Syria in some distant 
future but also undermine the existing peace with Egypt, and 
generally damage Israel's already fragile international standing: or 
the fear thnl the successor the Tehiya initiative would only benefit 
that liny breakaway right-wing party without helping the Likud at all, 
in the absence of an assured national consensus on the matter. 

Predictably, it was the foreign minister. Yitzhuk Shamir, who (ac- 
cording to reports) most forcefully articulnted the idea that the much 
touted legislation was unnecessary to mainiuin Israel's hold on the 
Golan but fraught with unnecessary trouble on the world arena. With 
Mr. Begin himself and with a number of ministers who went along 
with the majority, it was apparently the lock of consensus that 
weighed most heavily. 

This is borne out by the statement issued after the meeting, which 
served us an implied invitation to the Alignment to join in » substitute 
version of the Tehiyu initiative on the Golun. Earlier this year, it 
should be recalled, 70 MKs signed a petition favouring the annexa- 
tion of the Golan: more than u few of these were Labour Party 
deputies. 

The invitation was implicitly turned down when the Alignment fac- 
tion voted, u while later, by 16 to 4, to reject the Tehiyu bill. The four 
dissidents had proposed abstention. They alone, it would seem, 
represent the pro-Golan annexation group within the Alignment, and 
they alone would be prepared to join with the Likud on this issue, 

In practical terms, then, the pro-annexution campaign mounted 
with such agility by the all-party Golan lobby appears to hnve suf- 
fered u coup de grace. The end should preferably huve come much 
earlier*, some of the damage already sustained could have been aver- 
ted. The delay may, however, have been useful in testing the 
leadership qualities of the two rivals for the office of prime minister 
next year. 

Sad to observe, neither Mr. Begin nor Mr. Peres has come out with 
flying colours from this exercise in procrastination. . 

That, however, is incidental to the abiding problem of the Golan 
Heights. The area was conquered by Israel as an act of defence in a 
war of aggression instigated by Syria. It is of great strategic impor- 
tance as a gateway to all of northern Israel. Those Israelis who have 
settled in it, most of them answering to the call of previous Labour 
administrations, have one legitimate claim: should peace come, they 
do not wish to be discarded, as an afterthought, like the settlers in 
Sinai. 


THURSDAY. DECEMBER 25, 1980 

Dayan stirs the pot 

THE UNILATERAL autonomy plan Tor the Arab inhabitants of the 
administered territories, presented to the Knesset by MK Moshe 
Dayan yesterday, serves at least ore useful purpose. It points up the 
purposelessness of keeping alive the present occupation regime in 
the West Bank and Gaza — and of maintaining the official Israeli 
position in the autonomy negotiations with Egypt and the U.S. 

Mr. Dayan does not view his plan as an alternative to the 
autonomy scheme blue-printed in the Camp David accords. He is of- 
fering it rather as a pre-emptive move against what he foresees as 
much less desirable autonomy proposals that are likely to be put 
forward (and perhaps forced on Israel) by the Egyptians and the 
Americans. 

The question is, is (his a practical idea at this time? 

Starting from the assumption that "the central issue in our foreign 
policy is our relations with the Palestinian Arabs," Mr. Dayan 
suggests that a de facto autonomy which satisfies the Palestinians’ 
passion for self-government would be of Tar greater value to Israel 
than any such conceivable dejure regime. If the city mayors, with 
whom Mr. Dayan proposes to discuss a gradual transfer of civilian 
power are to concur, presumably this would be only after receiving 
the green light from the PLO. And that would probably be given only 
on the premise that this would be a useful first step toward a fully 
fledged state, or in the hope of using it as an instrument of chaos to 
force Israel to restore an even harsher occupation regime. 

The present plan may have been practical 14 years ago, when Mr. 
Dayan, then defence minister, conceived it as part of a grand Ereiz 
Yisrael strategy. Perhaps it was even feasible before Mr. Dayan, as 
foreign minister, helped shape the multilateral autonomy agreed 
upon at Camp David some two years ago. Its practicality today is 
much more doubtful. 

Which does not mean, however, that it is not a vast improvement 
on what Premier Begin has to offer in the form of a policy on the 
Palestinian issue. 


MONDAY, DEC. 22, 1980 

A check on 
Haddad 

A POSSIBLY explosive escalation 
may have been prevented in lime by 
the unwonted public apology broad- 
cast by Israel to Syria over the ac- 
cidental killing of three Syrian 
soldiers in the course of the IDF’s 
raid on terrorist bases in South 
Lebanon early Friday morning. 

Reinforced though it was by more 
discreet communications through 
diplomatic channels, this Israeli ac- 
tion did not immediately still the 
sabre rattling taken up by the 
Damascus media. But there is 
reason to believe that the message 
has had its intended effect, despite 
the retaliatory shelling by the 
Syrians of villages in the Christian 
enclave on the border with Israel. 

The airing of the apology alone 
should have made it clear that 
Israel's active quarrel at this lime is 
not with Syria, for all its support of 
the PLO, but with the terrorists 
themselves. 

Throughout the past week, the 
terrorists could be seen to be stepp- 
ing up their efforts to infiltrate from 
Lebanon into Galilee, in the hope of 
attacking frontier settlements and 
building up tension. One terrorist 
unit was intercepted, and partly 
wiped out, by the IDF inside Israel, 
another was stopped en route to 
their intended target by Dutch 
troops of the UN force in Lebanon, 
and still another by Norwegian 
soldiers. 

This turned out to be a bit much 
even for UNI F1L, tolerant though it 
is as a rule of the PLO. 

Israel’s war on the terrorists will 
obviously end only when the ter- 
rorists lay down their arms and give 
up their war aims. So long as it, does 
not become indiscriminate this re- 
mains a just, and perfectly justified, 
war, no matter what the UN has to 
say in the matter. 

Moreover, there is no need for 
this war to spread by involving the 
terrorists’ Syrian patrons — 
provided the Syrians observe the 
rules of the game, including the 
sanctity of the “Red Line’’ in 
Lebanon. 

Unfortunately, Israel has of late 
opened itself to criticism for failure 
to scrupulously observe the rules it 
helped devise. This has largely been 
due to the periodic unleashing of 
Major Sa’ad Haddad who, though 
plainly Israel’s protege, has been 
throwing his weight around as if he 
were its ruler. 

Major Haddad boasts several 
endearing qualities as leader of the 
embattled Christian community, 
and os friend of this country. But it 
is worse than ludicrous for him to 
threaten reprisals against villages in- 
side Syria for the shelling of 
some of his own. Where 
is this budding Bonaparte to seek 
shelter if the Syrians return the 
compliment in real earnest? 

Perhaps Major Haddad believes 
that it is the common interest of his 
militias and the Israel army to goad 
the Syrians into a showdown at this 
time. 

In that case it should be explained 
to him that the Syrians, anxious as 
they are about' -internal unrest and 
cocky about their pact with the 
Kremlin, may need little provoca- 
tion to start a new war; but that 
Israel, for its part, has a good mind 
to avoid being involved in such in- 
cendiary exercises. 


Dry Bones 
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1980 

A shadow on the future 

THE SETTLERS in Judea, Sumariu and Gaza, some 17.5UO strong 
and mostly settled in these areas under the Likud, are worried. They 
see the political cjouds rising over the horizon, and they are out in 
force to combat the predictable rain. 

What is troubling them is much more than the prospect that the 
autonomy that Mr. Begin broached might become a reality when Mr. 
Peres becomes prime minister, as they reasonably enough expect he 
will after next year's elections. 

At least Mr. Begin, as leader of the Likud, is committed to the 
vision of an indivisible Eretz Yisrael from the Mediterranean to the 
Jordan River. Mr. Peres, the now unchallenged leader of the Labour 
Alignment, is bound by a political programme which calls for (he 
waiver of any claim of Israel sovereignly over the densely populated 
parts of the territories, and for the restoration of the bulk of Judea 
and Samaria to Jordan, under a peace settlement. 

Such a peace settlement may at this time appear a very distant 
possibility. But that is how the peace with Egypt struck most people 
barely three years ago. The analogy is not precise, if only because 
Judea and Samaria are not Sinai. But it is not entirely arbitrary 
either, and the settlers have a good reason indeed to fuel uneasy. 

For when the future “ secure and recognized" boundaries between 
Israel and Jordan ore finally drawn up, most of the post- 1 977 settle- 
ments in Judea und Samaria urc likely to find themselves outside the 
confines of the Jewish state. 

That, then, is the danger that representatives of 40 settlements in 
Judea, Samaria and Gaza (but not, for the most part, the Jordan 
Valley) confronted at Yad Shapiru this week: that they might, as a 
result of a decision by Israel’s own Government, come under alien 
rule in Ereiz Yisrael, or else have to pack up and leave — as the set- 
tlers of the Rafiah Approaches will shortly havc-to do. 

The immediate purpose of toe-counclrifirmed at the conference 
will be to counter any attefiTpt to make the autonomy anything real. 
Its wider avowed aim, however, is to oppose any move that might 
lead to the establishment or a PLO stale over the territories, or to the 
handing over of parts of the West Bank to Jordan. 

What the council, in effect, decided to do yesterday was to set it- 
self up as an “autonomous" political entity, with the autonomy 
meant to free the Gush settlements from the jurisdiction of a future 
“unfriendly" government of Israel. 

For a start they will seek to plaster Judea and Samaria with as 
many new settlements as remaining time allows, in the hope that in a 
few more months they could create that irreversible fact of Jewish 
rule over the areas that more than three years of a concerted settle- 
ment . drive failed to secure. If this, loo, fails, they may put up 
physical resistance to any attempt towards diluting Israel’s present 
hold on Judea and Samaria. 

This poses a direct, and inescapable, challenge to Mr. Peres, 

Mr. Peres need not draw up maps for the voters in the coming elec- 
tions. The Labour Party programme neither requires not permits it. 
But he must make it absolutely clear that his Government will not 
consider as untouchable, when talk comes to peace, settlements put 
up by the Likud regime outside the zone of the national consensus, in 
pursuit of a chimerical policy that is irreconcilable with Israels 
genuine interests and international obligations. 


- -r. 
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READERS' LETTERS ■ ■■ 

HERZLIYA MEDICAL CENTRE 


To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — What a distorted point of 
view in David Krivine’s and J. 
Morgenstern’s article of December 
16, "An injection of bitterness," 
concerning the medical centre be- 
ing built and now to be demolished 
in Herziiya Pituah. The article cer- 
tainly caused me bitterness at the 
authors’ blatant disregard of the vic- 
tory in this case of the ordinary 
citizen as against the “innocent and 
naive” South African investors and 
the “good-hearted and strictly cor- 
rect" city authorities. 

Really, Mr. Krivine, what has 
happened to your former fighting 
spirit to uphold citizens’ rights? 

Here a small group of angry 
citizens dared to have the courage 
and the stamina to stand up against 
the City Fathers of Herziiya and the 
“very sacred South African in- 
vestors” who, together blatantly ar- 
ranged to alter a town plan to suit 
their specific jjecds-fbr Their in- 
dividual big^Business project — very 
far removed from any motives 
humanitarian or idealistic. 

The citizens, when they finally 
stumbled on what was happening (it 
had.been kept a dark security secret 
— ‘ not a single - notice was ever 
posted anywhere in the area), these 


citizens dared to be angry and up- 
set: they had built their homes 40 
years ago on sand dunes facing the 
sea, visualizing a future garden sub- 
urb away from big-city industrial or 
traffic noises ana they were aghast 
at the idea that the character of 
their neighbourhood, as specified in 
the town plan, had been abruptly 
altered without their prior 
knowledge or consent. 

And they cared enough and dared 
enough to fight and stand up for 
their rights amidst an atmosphere of 
sheer deceit on the part of the in- 
vestors and the city. 

The Jerusalem Post would do bel- 
ter to award these families "best 
citizens recognition" instead of 
making them and the court look like 
big bad wolves attacking the "poor, 
naive, and gullible" investors. 

How often does a citizen get a 
chance to fight back and have his 
rights upheld? Practically never! So 
this is u glorious exception. 

Good for these citizens and also 
congratulations for the daring und 
detailed court judgment. 

FAIGEL BRAUDE 
( Ex-member of the Herziiya City 
Council I 

Herziiya Pituah. 


EL AL’S PROBLEMS 


' To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. — Reading in your issue of 
December 10 that your otherwise 
respectable newspaper conducted a 
poll, asking the "public" how Ei Al 
shold be dealt with, left me amazed, 
nonplussed und exceedingly angry. 
How could you ask the "public" 
(probably consisting of total 
laymen) such a difficult question 
and let them "decide" what should 
be done with our nalionul airline - ’ 

For your information, there is not 
one national airline in the whole 
world which is not supported nnd 
subsidized by its own govern- 
ment. Instead of supporting the 
basically economically sound El Al, 
which did make profits for at least 
the first 25 years of its existence and 
only recently got into hot water, you 
follow this course of asking totally 
aviation-ignorant people what 
should be done with it. 


During the past year, great things 
happened in and to El Al. The ser- 
vice is far belter than ever before; 
almost all flights are on time — in 
fuel, during the past year, El Al has 
been the best in the world as fur as 
"on lime flying" is concerned; the 
crews manage to cope hcaiitilullv 
with the extremely difficult and 
demanding Jewish customers who 
make up a fair part of E! Al’s 
customers, and yet nobod v can find 
it is good enough; Next to a few 
complainers, who are always heard, 
what about the silent majority of 
thousands of satisfied passengers? 

With the right and knowledgeable 
management and with ihe right, 
new, fuel-suving equipment it so 
deperately needs, El A l will go on 
making history and, after a period 
of difficulties, it will also make a 
profit again, m. b. DESSAUR 
Rishon Lezion. 


ILLUSTRATING 
OUR ADVERTS 

Sir, — On page 16 of the October 
26-November I, 1980 edition of the 
International edition of The 
Jerusalem Post, you show a 
photograph taken from an Agrexco 
calendar. The photo depicts an 
adult woman curled up inside a fish 
mould. Nestied in her arms and In 
the curve of her legs are various 
products of Israel. Are Israeli 
women nothing more than sliced 
meat, poached fish, avocado halves, 
bowls of cream, and citrus fruit? 
This is the kind of demeaning sexist, 
almost pornographic advertising, 
which is fortunatedly losing its ap- 
peal in the United States. 

Why must the Israelis persist 
where others have gone so far 
astrav? This type of advertising 

should be discouraged. 

ARUCE L. PERLMAN 
Albany, CA. 

GRAHAM GREENE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I write to protest against 
the proposed award of the 
Jerusalem Prize to Mr. Graham 
Greene. 

Anyone, even slightly acquainted 
with his earlier work, knows that 
there runs through it a streak of 
marked und vivid anti-Semitism. 
There are few parallels in modern 
literature to the portraits of Sir 
Marcus, the Jew-Devil, who, 
through murder and conspiracy, 
manipulates the fnte of nations in 
“A Gun For Sale" or of Colleoni 
with his "old Semitic face," in 
“Brighton Rock" who, “owns the 
whole world... the cash registers, 
and policemen and prostitutes" — 
to mention only two examples of the 
Mill-active power of the medieval 
.archetypes tn his writings. 

I do not need to be told that 
Graham Greene is a novelist or high 
merit and that anti-Semitic portraits 
can be found in Shakespeare, 
Dickens and T.S. Eliot also. We 
may read, enjoy and (in my case) 
teach all these writers, it is quite 
another thing for the capital of the 
Jewish Slate to honour Mr. Greene. 

PROFESSOR HAROLD FISCH 
Jerusalem. 


OBEYING THE LAW 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — The article by David 
Krivine, “Shouting down the law" 
a few weeks ago,, was long overdue, 
but deeply satisfying. All of us who 
are concerned with the fate of Israel 
have writhed al the endless pictures 
of a weak government yielding to 
blackmail in the Knesset, violence 
against the police, illegal strikes, 
disorder in the courts. And, as these 
are rewarded by concessions from 
the government, our citizens grow 
cynical and our future as a 
democratic slate grows more uncer- 
tain. We begin to hear speculation 
about the need for a “strong man" 
who can control violent and disloyal 
elements and put us on the right 
road. 


Those of us who came here to 
help build a Zionist state with our 
physical presence, our money, our 
skills and our efforts often despair. 
Where does one begin to attack the 
innumerable problems, the creeping 
paralysis or our moral standards? 

But the very beginning must be a 
system of laws impartially ad- 
ministered by police and courts. 
Whether it is tax evasion, illegal 
building, refusal to stay within 
budgetary limits by the cabinet 
ministers, or just smoking on buses, 
refusal to obey the law promotes 
disregard for the law, violence, 
crime. II is time for the silent ma- 
jority or law-abiding citizens to stop 
being silent. ABRAHAM L. FOX 
Netanya, 


MINISTERIAL JUNKETS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — I was heartened to read the 
headline in a recent issue of The 
Post which read, "Begin asks 
ministers to cut foreign trips for the 
time being," espcciully since it ap- 
peared below “Budget decision 
rests with Begin." 

At last, I thought, our ministers 
will start to set the example we have 
long been awaiting; cut government 
spending on wasteful trips abroad, 
where we lose rather than gain 
friends — a boost to the morale of 
those Israelis who not only cannot 
make ends meet, but for whom a 
trip abroad could mean emigration. 

I was, of course, wrong. Your 
headline referred to the "slender 
majority" which is keeping our 
government tn power. Any junket 

STRANGE COUNTRY 

l» the Editor i<t The Jerutuicm /\m 

Sir, — There was wide news 
v»\crngc about the destruction n| 
Gud G reiver's house. The Attorney - 
General wus heard to say How im- 
portant it was to uphold the rule of 
taw in this country. Yet a member 
or Knesset maintained that he 
would not support removal of the 
parliamentary immunity of 
Religious Affuirs Minister Abuhnt- 
zeira because, if this particular man 
were to stand trial, it would mean 
the end of his political career. What 
next? JULIA HADAR 

Jerusalem. 


abroad by one of our responsible 
ministers could bring down this 
government about which the chap- 
ter recorded in the annals of our 
history must be headed: "What did 
the people of Israel do to deserve 
it?" 

There cun be no doubt thm the 
next election must produce a ma- 
jority government which will in turn 
ensure h change in the electoral 
system. Thus, the representatives 
themselves (MK’s and ministers) 
will know that however hard they 
try to keep their seals during a 
critical period, it will be the elec- 
torate. and not their party, who will 
decide whether they deserve a seat 


at all. 
Net: ms a. 


LEON HARRIS 


MORAL MAJORITY 
IS ISRAEL’S FRIEND 

To the Editor- of The Jeruiuletn pou 
Sir, — I was quite shocked to 
read in recent issues of your paper 
that Israel fears the New Right in 
American politics. I, for one. am a 
supporter of Moral Majority, and I 
cun suv that Israel has no greater 
friends than people from this group. 
We in America who favour limited 
government at home and a tough 
American stance abroad recognize 
Israel us the greatest strategic asset 
this country has in the Middle East. 
Danville, California. CAHILL 


When it came to discussing 
the Middle East, I used 
to think I was undecided, 
but now I'm not so sure! 



• • 


* 


1 Syria and Jordan are allies or anemias? Libya 
and Syria are unifying their countries or are 
’ thay7 

Saudi Arabia has stopped funding Egypt or 
has it? Tha Shatt-al-Arab la Iranian or la it 
Iraqi? 

Why are the Moslem Brotherhood killing their 
brothers? 

Is it good for Israel or isn't It? 

You'll know much more if you read The 
Jerusalem Post international Edition. Flown 
worldwide every weak to over ninety coun- 
tries. Twenty-four pagos of eya-opanlng 
news, features, reviews, cartoons and photos. 

You can't afford to be without it. 
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